
Crowning of Our Lady’s Statue  
 
May 1935 
The picturesque ceremony of the crowning of the statue of Our Lady by the May Queen, Miss Mary Sanger, was beautifully 
carried out last Sunday evening in the Church of the Sacred Heart, Tisbury, in the presence of a crowded congregation.   
The service began with a procession of the May Queen and her retinue from the church door to the sanctuary, headed by 
Father Hookway.  Master John Harrington was the May Queen’s Master of Ceremonies; Master Harold Harrington, cushion 
bearer, and Master Willy Fisher, train bearer, the three being dressed in cardinals’ red soutanes and zuchetti. 

 
The May Queen, in her white dress, with blue girdle and long blue train, crowned with white 
saxifrage, was a most dignified and devout little figure; while her attendants, like herself all from 
Wardour School, dressed in white, with wreaths of wild flowers and carrying posies of bluebells 
and white May, made a charming setting to a perfectly organised picture.  The attendants were 
the Misses Una and Ida Scott, Phyllis Reid, Hilda Harrington, Florence Woods and Lillie Cooper.  
The Queen took her place on a throne upon a specially erected dais, the attendants being 
grouped at her feet. 
 
After a hymn, Father Fellows preached from the text “And the Angel, being come in, said unto 
Her, “Hail, full of Grace, the Lord is with Thee; blessed art though among women” (St Luke 1, 28).  
He said the ceremony this evening is an example of a new expression of an old belief.   
The old belief is that honour is to be shown to the Blessed Virgin Mary as the greatest of God’s 
created beings, because she was privileged to be the mother of our Lord.  The honour which we 
are showing to the Blessed Virgin in this church tonight is in accordance with ancient belief, the 
way in which we are showing it is new. 
 
Processions in honour of Our Lady are very common in our churches in May.  The month is 
dedicated to her.  May devotions in their present form were instituted first in Rome about 1790 by 

one of the Jesuit Fathers.  His idea was for special prayers to be said and hymns to be sung in honour of Our Lady daily during 
May.  The practice spread to other towns and countries and was encouraged by the Popes.  But some people think that in 
England, before the Reformation, the first day in May was marked by religious processions in honour of the Blessed Virgin.  If 
this is so, then the procession this evening is a revival of something that was not unknown during this month many centuries 
ago in this country and may even have been known in this very parish. 
 
May Day processions, when children dress up and go round the village singing, on the lst of May, were quite frequent some 50 
years ago and may still exist in remote country places.  They have no religious significance, but an historian of considerable 
repute (Ditchfield’s Old English Customs extant at the present time” published in 1896), gave it as his opinion that some of 
these May Day processions were survivals of the pre-Reformation religious processions when a statue of the Blessed virgin, 
adorned with flowers, was carried round the village at the beginning of May.  Father Fellows concluded by referring to the 
crowning of statues as being a very old custom in the history of the Church. 
 
The choir, ably led with Mr B Mullins at the organ, struck up the old hymn “O Mary we crown Thee with blossoms today”, and 
this was heartily taken up by the congregation while the May Queen, escorted by her suite, proceeded to the touching 
ceremony of the corning of the image, which was that of Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal.  This statue was enthroned on a 
portable stand, beautifully decorated with flowers; it was carried in procession by four Children of Mary in their white veils 
immediately after the May Queen and her train of children.  The congregation then followed.  The procession filed through the 
church garth, through the garden of the Parochial House, round the lawn, and back to the church.  Hymns were sung and the 
Rosary recited devoutly, led by Father Hookway.  Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament was then given and the procession 
was reformed to leave the church. 
 
The arrangement of the whole ceremony, the reverence and devotion shown by the children who took part, the attention and 
interest displayed by the whole congregation, the hearty singing of the choir, left nothing to be desired.  the greatest credit 
should be given to the parish priest, Father Hookway, not only for his revival of this ancient ceremony, but for the care and 
pains with which he drilled the children, all of whom carried out their parts with a precision that was surprising.   
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May 1936 
The ancient ceremony of the crowning of the Blessed Virgin Mary was performed in the Catholic church last Sunday evening, 
by little Miss Ida Scott, daughter of Mr and Mrs A F Scott, Tisbury, who made a charming May Queen.  She was assisted by 
eight maids of honour, Misses Florence Woods, Cissie Randall, Una Scott, Phyllis Reid, Hilda Harrington, Lillie Cooper, Edith 
Cooper and Mary Sanger.  Master John Randall carried the crown on a silk cushion and Master Mervyn Kellow was train-
bearer.  Master John Sanger was Master of Ceremonies to the May Queen.  The statue of Our Lady of Lourdes stood on an 
ornamental bier in the sanctuary and was beautifully decorated with lilies of the valley.   

 
After the glorious mysteries of the Rosary had been recited by Father Hookway, the parish priest, the May Queen and her suite 
proceeded into the sanctuary and the crown of forget-me-nots was placed on Our Lady’s head by the May Queen. The statue 
was then carried in procession by Mr P Mullins, Mrs B Mullin, Miss M Westbrook and Miss A Coward.  The procession made its 
way into the street and returned to the church through the grounds of the Parochial House, the congregation joining heartily in 
the hymns O Purest of Creatures and Lourdes, Ave Maria.  Mr Bernard Mullins was at the organ.  On returning to the church a 
sermon was preached by the Rev W Hannon, an American Missionary Father, and the service concluded with Benediction of 
the Blessed Sacrament. 
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