
Opening of the New Catholic Church 1898 
 

 
 

Church of the Sacred Heart 1898 
 
The new Catholic church which has been erected in this town was dedicated yesterday (Thursday), the Feast of St Winefred, 
by the Bishop of Clifton (the Rev W R Brownlow), to the Sacred Heart of Jesus, the ceremony being attended by a large 
number of clergy from various parts of Wiltshire, Hampshire, Dorset and Somerset. 
 
The church occupies a site, kindly given by the Lady Arundell of Wardour, at the entrance to High Street from the railway 
station, and is built on similar lines to that which has been erected for the same body at Yeovil.  It consists of a nave 22ft broad 
and 55 ft long, a sanctuary 18ft by 18ft, and a lady chapel with two bays and an aisle.  There is also a sacristy with heating 
chamber attached.  The church is entered on the south side through a porch, which also gives access to the staircase leading 
to the organ chamber above.   
 
The edifice is built of Tisbury stone, the gift of Lord Arundell of Wardour and is in the early English style of architecture.  The 
interior stone work is of Bath stone. 
 
The entire cost of the building, exclusive of altars, furniture and fittings, has been between £1,750 and £2,000, the whole of 
which sum has been raised; the subscriptions, which have come from all parts of England and Ireland, having been 
accumulating for the past 10 or 11 years.  At first it was intended to build only the nave and sacristy, but owing to the generosity 
of Mr H E Chapman, of Donhead House, who, like Lord and Lady Arundell of Wardour, has taken a deep interest in the 
movement, having subscribed several hundred pounds, the sanctuary and lady chapel have been built. 
 
The roof is of the high pitched kind, boarded, felted, battoned and tiled with Bridgwater tiles; and the walls have a dark red 
colouring.  The handsome marble Gothic altar is the gift of Lady Arundell, but is not yet quite complete, the two sides of the 
reredos having to be added. 
 
The church is seated with well-designed pitch pin benches, and is heated with low pressure hot water pipes.  The building has 
been erected from the designs of the Very Rev A J Canon Scoles, of Yeovil, who also designed the benches.  The builder was 
Mr J H Kitch, of Bridgwater, and Mr David Bradfield, of Bridgwater, was the contractor for the freestone masonry.  The church is 
to be served for the present from Wardour, where the Rev John Graham, SJ, is the priest. 
 
The clergy present at yesterday’s ceremony included, besides the Bishop, the Very Revs W Canon Croft (Lincoln), S Canon 
Coxon (Bristol), D Canon Isles (Taunton), A Allaria DD CRL (Spetisbury), J Clayton SJ (Wimbledon), J Gerrard SJ (Jesuit 
Provincial, Farm Street London), Mgr Provost Russel V F (vicar-general of Clifton Diocese) and J A Morrall ASB (Downside, 
Bath);  Revs B Cooney SJ (Bournemouth), Rev Isidore O’Leary DD CRL (Spetisbury), Wilfred Regan CRL (Spetisbury), don T 
Mullins CRL (Spetisbury), M King SJ (Farm Street London), G Tarleton (Old Windsor), F Lamb (Wincanton), J Archdeacon 
(Salisbury),  W Palmer (Frome), A C Dodard (Marnhull), W Evershed (Wincanton), F Shepherd (Sherborne), F Rogers 
(Salisbury), F Madan (Salisbury), T Ottley (St Leonard’s on Sea), J Graham SJ (Wardour), J Robinson SJ (Wardour), L Valliot 
(Malmesbury) and J Field (Glastonbury). 
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