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The Benett Arms c1915 
 
1907 The annual sharing out night and smoking concert took place last week when Mr J Gray, the energetic secretary, 

presented his balance sheet for the year, showing a heavy sick benefit, the sum of £23 1s having been paid out in 
this way, the heaviest the Club has known for some years.  The membership numbered 106 and the income from 
contributions was £80 15s, with £10 1s 4d balance on fete on Whit-Wednesday, total £90 16s 4d.  After paying 
expenses, they were able to distribute £56 0s 1½d in dividends, at the rate of 10s 10½d of 103, which under the 
circumstances was considered very satisfactory.   

 
After the business, the smoking concert was held under the presidency of Mr H Maidment (chairman of the club) 
supported by Messrs G Hotber, W Worthy, E Coward, H T Marchant, E Foot, K Burden, J Farris, W Garrett, W Gray, 
W Hall, C Creed, and others.  During an interval, the Secretary read his report for the year, thanking the Chairman, 
Treasurer (Mr J King) and Stewards, for the support they had given to him.  Amongst those who contributed songs 
&c., were Messrs E Coward, Hall, Candy, S Rogers, J Rogers, Geo Crumplin, F Gray, W Bowles, &c.  

Western Gazette 27 December 1907  
 
1914 The annual festival in connection with the Benett Arms Slate Club was celebrated on Wednesday, pleasant weather 

favouring the proceedings.  The members assembled at the headquarters of the club at 10.30, where the roll was 
called by the general Secretary Mr J Gray, the majority of members responding.   
Headed by the banner of the Society and the Shaftesbury Town Band, the members marched to the Rectory, and 
from there to the Parish Church, where divine service was conducted by the Rev E H Fincher (curate in charge), who  
also preached an appropriate sermon.   
 
The village was subsequently paraded, and the company then returned to the Benett Arms for dinner, which had 
been nicely laid by Mrs King. 

 
Mr Mark H Beaufoy presided, and was supported by Mr C Bathurst, M.P., Mr W R Shaw-Stewart, Mr W E King, the 
Rev W Neville (East Knoyle), the Rev E H Fincher, Messrs C Woodford, T Doggrell, H Maidment, P Burrow, R 
Gatehouse, A Mallett (Conservative agent), S Pitman, T Baker, A A E Scott, J E Bignal, H G Tanner, G Hibberd, J 
Gray (secretary) &c. 

 
Loyalty having been honoured, Mr Shaw-Stewart briefly submitted “The Bishop and Clergy”, for whom the Revs E H 
Fincher and W Neville replied.  Both gentlemen made feeling reference to the loss the parish had sustained by the 
death of the late rector.   
 
The Chairman proposed “The Houses of Parliament”, and in reference to the House of Commons said they were 
bound to recognise that it was a body elected as the mouthpiece, for the time being, of the electorate.  No doubt 
before long they would have an opportunity of deciding on the great political questions of the day, and whatever the 
result, they, as law abiding citizens, must be content to abide by the issue, because once they began to set private 
judgment against public opinion, instead of being a well-ordered and reasonable community, they would find 
themselves in a state of anarchy. 

 
Mr Bathurst, M.P., in reply, said the House of Commons, after all, was what the nation chose to make of it, and if it 
was not satisfactory, in the eyes of the public, the blame must lie mainly on the shoulders of those who were 
responsible for its constitution.  The Chairman had spoken against indulgence in wild words or threats, and he hoped 
he (the speaker) had not and would not do so.   
 
There never was a time in the history of the country when they wanted judicial, rational, and moderate judgment 
brought to bear upon national affairs.  There was a great danger of the country being damaged by men of extreme 
views on both sides.  Prior to submitting the toast of “The Society”, the Hon. Member said for the last 24 years he had 
been associated with the friendly society movement, and he would regret nothing more than, what was now a 
possibility, the disappearance of those voluntary provisions for insurance owing to national insurance. 
 
 



As they were aware, friendly societies were suffering considerably in point of members, and he thought every effort 
ought to be made by the older men in friendly societies and slate clubs to urge the young men to follow their example 
and provide, so far as their means allowed, not merely for national state insurance, but for some measure of 
voluntary insurance as well, which would enable them to make provision for funeral expenses when that time came.  
When the official valuation came in July of next year, he was afraid a great many societies would be declared 
insolvent.  He was happy to think this would not apply to most of their Wiltshire societies or the big societies like the 
Oddfellows and Foresters. 
 

 
 

Mrs Emily King (landlady) in the foreground, wearing a white apron, Benett Arms Slate Club Dinner c1910 
 
So far as the National Insurance Act was concerned, he had never felt satisfied that it had done justice to the country 
districts, but it was their business as loyal subjects, when an Act of Parliament was passed, to make the best of that 
Act.  That had been his policy.  He did not like the Act, but he had done his best to amend it.  It was not going to be 
easy to scrap National Insurance, and the best thing they could do was to adapt it to their own needs and make of it 
as good a scheme as they could.  So far as the Slate clubs were concerned, he congratulated that Club on its 
persistent vitality. 
   
Some few years ago many people prophesied that they would be wiped out, but his opinion was that other clubs in 
like position had a better prospect of continued existence today than some of them had before the Insurance Act 
came about.  

 
Mr Gray, in reply, spoke of the loss the Society had sustained by the death of Mrs Bracher, the late Rector and their 
former Treasurer (Mr King).  He also thanked the subscribers, including Lady Octavia Shaw-Stewart, Mr W R Shaw-
Stewart, Mr Hugh Morrison, Mr D Baker, Mr G D L Armstrong, Mr L Dibney, Mr C Bathurst, Mr Beaufoy, Mr 
Blackburn, Mr Davitt, Mr W E King, the Rev F K Hilton, and Messrs Gibbs Mew & Co., without whose assistance that 
festival could not be held.  He also mentioned that the Club was going strong, with a membership of 63, as compared 
with 62 last year. 

 
Mr E G Coward, treasurer, also replied, and said they had several old members who could not join another society, 
and who were too old to become post-office contributors.  If it was for their benefit alone the Club could be continued, 
they ought to do so. 

 
“The health of the Chairman” was drunk on the proposition of Mr Coward and Mr Beaufoy, in reply, congratulated the 
Club on the decreased sickness expenditure, and urged them to continue the traditions of brotherliness and 
kindness, which through that club had been carried on for over a century.  The final toast was that of “The Visitors” 
proposed by Mr Bignal and acknowledged by Mr Woodford. 

 
Subsequently the village was further paraded, and the company again visited the Rectory.  By the kindness of the 
Rev L K Hilton, all members and villagers who were present were entertained to tea (as in years past), and dancing 
on the lawn was much enjoyed.  The remainder of the evening was spent on the Common, and a pleasant time was 
spent. 

Western Gazette Friday 05 June 1914 
 
1923 One of the chief annual celebrations in the village of Semley is the annual Club day and the event was held on 

Wednesday.  Unfortunately, shortly before the dinner, rain commenced and poured heavily for some time, 
considerably marring the success of the day.  Later, however, the weather improved.   

 
In the morning the members assembled at the Club room at the Benett Arms for the roll call, and afterwards, in time 
honoured fashion, marched to the Parish Church for Divine service, the Rector, the Rev R M Rees preaching an 
appropriate sermon.  After church, the members assembled for dinner in a marquee at the back of the Benett Arms, 
which the Ansty Band attended and played the musical honours for the various toasts.  “Steve” Rogers also sang two 
of his popular ditties. 

 
The Member for the Division, Mr Hugh Morrison MP presided supported by Mr W R Shaw-Stewart, Commodore 
Lambe, CB, CMG., Major Turner, the Rector the Rev R M Rees, the Rev G Williams, Mr E Slocock, Dr Townsend 
and Messrs T Doggrell, F Cole, P Bartlett, F Gurd, E Harris, F Harris, M Churchill, J Smith, W Marchant, E Herrington 
and E Tanner.   



Apologies for absence were received from the Hon George Herbert, Captain G R C Wyndham, Mr H H Blackburn, Mr 
M S Waters, Mr G A Skine, and others.  An excellent meal was provided by Mr and Mrs Mallett of the Railway Hotel 
Semley.  Mr W R Shaw-Stewart proposed the toast of “The Bishop, Clergy and Ministers of all Denominations” and 
the Rector and the Rev G Williams briefly replied. 
 
Mr E Slocock, before submitting the toast of “The Army, Navy, and Air Force” spoke a few words of testimony to the 
value of Slate Clubs such as that of the Benett Arms, and said that the French taught us the necessity and wisdom of 
thrift.  In speaking to the toast Mr Slocock said without going into the sands of politics, he would say that he was of 
the opinion that the defences of our great Empire had been reduced below the safety line.  He believed in the 
principle of the League of Nations, but did not consider that the time was ripe yet for it.  He viewed with alarm the 
total disarmament which some of the extremists were advocating, and already he regarded our defences as 
perilously low (applause). 
 
Commodore Lambe, in reply, said he thought there was a great future in the air.  He acknowledged the debt the 
country owed to the Navy, whose blockage of Germany practically won us the war, and said that at any cost we must 
retain the command of the seas to ensure the peace of the civilised world.   
 
The development in the air forces might be slow for the next few years, but he thought that eventually it would 
develop and probably settle the issue in the next war in the same way as the Navy did.  Those in authority at the Air 
Ministry were spending the little money they had in building up the nucleus of an efficient air force.  There was now a 
great deal of competition to join the Air Force and for young men there was a good opening in that branch of the 
service (applause). 
 
Mr Hugh Morrison MP proposed “Continued success and prosperity to the Benett Arms Slate Club.”  He said it was 
his privilege to attend many local gatherings of that sort, but at none was he assured of a more pleasant day than at 
Semley (applause).  Such good feeling appeared to exist between all classes in the parish and an occasion such as 
they were celebrating that day was one to be encouraged in country life.  He was pleased to see Mr Gray amongst 
them still continuing as their secretary (applause). 
 
Mr J Gray, responding, and referring to altered arrangements in the Club, said now was the time when they should 
be working and pulling together, and he was very pleased to be able to say that the members of the Club had pulled 
together during the past year.  In 1922 they had a terrible amount of sickness and paid out £30 in sick benefits, but 
this year had been very much better.   
 
With regard to sick benefits under the National Health Insurance, he suggested that Mr Morrison might use his 
influence in the House of Commons to see that members got what they paid in for.  Why should a man who had paid 
in year in and year out have no sick pay for three days?  It was wrong.  Every person did not belong to a Sick Benefit 
Society and many were dependent when they fell sick on the National Health Insurance.  He had known many cases 
of stress being caused through this three day’s sick benefit being withheld, and a man who had paid his contributions 
should have what he paid in for (applause).   
 
Mr Gray spoke in warm terms of the hard work done for the Club by the treasurer Mr E G Coward; the Chairman of 
the Committee, Mr Marchant, who, although between 70 and 80, was still carrying on the work, and also the 
Committee.  On his suggestion the health of the officials and committee was heartily drunk. 
 
Mr T Doggrell proposed the toast of “The Visitors” and Major Turner replied. 
 
Mr Mark Churchill proffered the toast of “The Chairman” and remarked that although he was of a different political 
persuasion to Mr Morrison, there was no reason why he should not have the kindliest feelings towards him 
(applause).  As a matter of fact, some of his best friends had been what in all respect had been called the “fossilised 
old Tories” (laughter).  
 
Proceeding, Mr Churchill said the sympathy of all of them went out to the late Prime Minister, Mr Bonar Law, in his 
illness (applause).  There had been no finer Statesman than Mr Bonar Law, who was one of the truest, purest and 
most honest men the country could have at the head of affairs (renewed applause).  Mr Churchill proposed “Long life, 
health and happiness to Mr Morrison” and this was drunk with great cordiality and musical honours.  
 
Mr Morrison, responding, said (with regard to Mr Churchill’s remarks) that it would be very dull in this world if they 
could not agree to differ.  He paid high testimony to the work of Mr Bonar Law; he said, no Statesman of recent years 
had commanded greater respect and affection, not only by those who supported him, but by all classes of his 
countrymen throughout the Empire.  The reason was that he said what he meant, and always acted from the highest 
possible motives (applause).   
 
He (Mr Morrison) did not think that however outstanding his brains and ability might be, that Lord Curzon was the 
man to be selected as Prime Minister at the present time, and the King had, he thought, rightly interpreted the 
feelings not only of the party in the House of Commons, but throughout the country.  Mr Baldwin was as 
straightforward and honourable a man as they could find (applause). 
 
Mr E G Coward proposed the toast of “The Caterers” and heartily thanked Mr and Mrs Mallett for stepping into the 
breach when Mrs Randolph (with whom they deeply sympathised, was unable, through illness, to cater) for them.  Mr 
and Mrs Mallett had provided a really excellent meal (applause). 

 
 
 



Mr Mallett, having acknowledged the compliment, the company adjourned to participate in the subsequent 
proceedings.  The Rector invited the members to the Rectory grounds for refreshments &c and a programme of 
sports had also been arranged, prizes having been given by Commodore Lambe and Messrs M Churchill, T Doggrell, 
J B Graham, F Randolph and F Cole.   
 
The judges were Commodore Lambe and Mr J B Graham; the starters Messrs M Churchill and T Doggrell; the 
handicappers the Rev R M Rees and Mr F Cole; the clerk of the course M E F Herrington; and stewards Messrs P 
Bartlett, F Gurd, E Harris, F Harris, R Hiscock and L Lander.  

Western Gazette 25 May 1923  
 
1924 The annual fete of the Benett Arms Slate Club is an occasion when all the time-honoured features associated with 

these rural events are pleasantly observed.  There is the parade of the members, the Church service, the dancing on 
the green, and the feast, which is perhaps the happiest gathering of the day.   

 
There is always a bountiful provision of good things. After dinner there 
are songs and ditties, and, of course, Steve Rogers is always there with 
his amusing and witty toasts, which remind one of the old folklore of the 
countryside, and his customary song, an old melody which always 
tickles the humour of his audience.   

 
This year the two old fashioned country songs were sung by Messrs F 
Gurd and W Parsons, while the Ansty Band unconsciously added to the 
gaiety of the gathering by playing “Felix Keeps on Walking” as musical 
honours for the toast of the “Bishops and Clergy.” 

Slate Club procession at Semley c1920 
 
The Rector, Rev R M Rees, with his customary hospitality, invited the members to make a call on him, which meant 
more refreshment, and also dancing on his lawn.  And for the general public there were all the amusements of the 
country fair.  Enough has been said to show that the Semley Slate Club celebrations keep up all the traditions of 
these annual events, which were once such a happy feature of country life. 

 
On Wednesday the members met at their headquarters, and headed by the Ansty Band, they fetched the Rev R M 
Rees from the Rectory, and proceeded to the Church, where the Rector gave a seasonable address on the subject of 
neighbourly duty, of which the Club is an example.  Then they gathered for dinner in the marquee, kindly lent by Mr 
Hugh Morrison (the president of the Club), in a field at the rear of the Benett Arms, Mr and Mrs Randolph catering in 
good style. 

 
Mr Hugh Morrison presided, and was supported by Major Fletcher Moulton, MP for the Division, Major A H Watt, 
Master of the South and West Wilts Hunt, the Rector Rev R M Rees, Captain Balmain, Messrs R Farquharson, Mark 
Churchill, T Doggrell, J B Graham, H Tanner, W Doggrell, E Bartlett, H Gurd, W James, E James, R Herrington, T 
Baker, F Pike, C F Harvey, F Coles, R Parsons, F Harvey, Mr E G Coward (treasurer) and Mr J Gray (secretary of 
the Club), &c.  Apologies for absence were received from Mr W R Shaw Stewart and Messrs E A Wightwick. H P 
Blackburn, Pitman, E G Chubb and R White and son.  

 
After the loyal toast had been honoured, at the call of the popular Chairman, Mr Mark Churchill proposed the toast of 
the “Bishops and Clergy and Ministers of all Denominations” and the Rector replied.  Mr Graham submitted the toast 
of the “Army and Navy” and Major Fletcher Moulton, in replying, said whereas ten or twelve years ago there were few 
of the people who were in close personal touch with the armed forces, when they responded to the toast nowadays 
they spoke for the greater part of those present, for so many of them had served in those forces during the war.  

 
The war had for ever removed the idea that we were a decadent race that could not be trusted to defend itself.  War, 
horrible as it was, did produce some good effects.  There could be nothing finer than that spirit of sacrifice which 
prompted men to go forth and fight, and Wiltshire had done its part nobly.  War was a wonderful thing when it was 
over.  Some of them could even spare a kindly thought for their Sergeant-Major (laughter).  There were, however, 
some people who had a sort of idea that the nation could get on very well without armed forces, and a section at 
Westminster recently suggested reducing the Army to three thousand men.  One could not help feeling that those 
people were not those who would have volunteered to fill the places of the regular army when it was necessary to do 
any fighting (applause).  

 
There was also an idea that it was wrong that boys should be taught to defend their country.  He could not agree with 
that in the least (applause).  Some of the impressions of the Army were based on the totally wrong idea that it was a 
class thing.  That was not exactly the case, for all the men serving, whether officers, or non-commissioned officers, or 
the rank and file, were all actuated by the same spirit, and that was service to the nation (applause).   

 
The Chairman, in his usual happy style, proposed the toast of “The Club”, speaking of his own pleasure to be 
associated with an organisation which had such commendable aims.  It helped them to face the uncertainties of life 
with greater courage and confidence.   
 
He was glad to know that the membership was maintained, but sympathised with the Society in the heavy claims it 
had had to bear during the year through the ravages of sickness.  Mr Morrison spoke of the good work of the officers 
of the Club, of the long association with it of Mr Marchant (the chairman, who unfortunately was absent through 
illness) and of the valuable services rendered by him, Mr Coward (the treasurer) and Mr Jim Gray, who carried out 
the duties of secretary so well and efficiently for so many years (applause).  

 



The toast was enthusiastically drunk, and Mr Gray, in responding, spoke of the state of the Club and the amount of 
sickness during the year.  He said that they had to expect that when they remembered the age of the Club and the 
years of many of the members.  He mentioned that they had with them that day a member 95 years old (applause).   
 
As long as that Club existed and obtained the generous assistance it did from its supporters in the neighbourhood, 
the members were assured of provision for their benefit when bad times came.  They had paid out in sickness benefit 
in the past six months £17. 19s, but they had several severe cases, some requiring hospital treatment.  Mr Gray 
appealed to the members to support the Club, and mentioned that this was his 21

st
 year as secretary (applause). 

 
Major Watt proposed the toast of the ladies who had ministered to the wants of the gathering; on their behalf, Mrs 
Coward replied.  Mr E G Coward proposed the toast of “The Visitors”, whose generous assistance he gratefully 
acknowledged, and Mr C F Harvey responded.  The health of the Chairman was drunk with great cordiality, on the 
call of Mr T Doggrell, who alluded in warm terms, which were heartily endorsed, to the value of Mr Morrison’s 
services, not only to that Club, but to the community in general.  Mr Morrison replied, expressing his pleasure at the 
feeling of good fellowship which animated all sections of the village, which he hoped would always continue.  Mr Gray 
proposed the toast of “The Caterer” and Mr Randolph suitably replied. 

Western Gazette, Friday June 13, 1924 
 
1925 

 

 
 
 

 
 

Western Gazette 24 April 1925 
 

The Benett Arms Slate Club was favoured with glorious weather for its Whit-Wednesday festival and the members 
felt that they were entitled to good fortune in this direction after the disastrous experiences of the last two years.  The 
club maintains a good old custom of opening the day’s proceedings with a service at the Parish Church.  There was 
quite a good general congregation in addition to the members, who had paraded, with the ancient banner of the old 
Semley Club preceding the Ansty Band.  The service was choral and an address was given by the Rector, the Rev R 
M Rees.  Subsequently a fine peal of bells was rung. 

 
Dinner was served to a company numbering about 100 in a large marquee, kindly lent by Mr Hugh Morrison MP, who 
occupied the chair as president of the Club for the twentieth consecutive year.  Among those present were the 
Rector, Mr T Doggrell, Captain Dunstan, Captain Bapty, Messrs W Sargeaunt, H B Graham, W Doggrell, M Churchill, 
H Mounty, F Cole, P Bartlett, E Harris, A Cross, R Herrington, H Pitman, E James, J parsons, H G Tannaer, R 
Farquharson, T James, E Foote, C Creed, F Pike, T Marchant (chairman of the club), E Coward (treasurer), W 
Toogood (secretary), F Toogood, G Buckingham, R Maidment, S Stacey and W Hall (members of the committee). 
 
After the loyal toast had been honoured, Mr M Churchill proposed “The Bishop and Clergy and Ministers of All 
Denominations.”  He said every class and section of Christian workers were helping to promote the highest welfare of 
the people at large.  The toast was acknowledged by the Rector, who extended a hearty invitation to the members 
and villagers to visit the Rectory gardens for tea and dancing. 
 
Mr T Doggrell submitted “The Navy, Army, Air and Territorial Forces.”  He said he noticed that the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer had been criticised by Mr Lloyd George for failing to cut down the expenditure on the defence of the 
Empire.  He (Mr Doggrell) thought that we had got down to rock bottom in that direction and that it would be false 
economy to make further reductions (hear, hear). 
 
Captain Dunstan, in reply, said it was up to the country to profit by the experience gained in the war.  We had the 
finest Army in the world for its size in 1914, but nobody imagined that it would have been able to accomplish its task 
without the support that was immediately forthcoming from the Territorial units.  He was afraid some of them were 
rather apt to forget the important part that was taken in the first year of the war by the Territorial Forces.  Those 
forces were not up to full strength today, and he hoped that every young man who could join them, would do so 
(applause).   
 
The spirit that animated the Air Forces was manifested the other day by the officer in charge of the Zeppelin that got 
adrift.  When all the world was aroused to enthusiasm by the return of the Zeppelin after a hazardous voyage, the 
men in charge modestly affirmed that they had merely been negotiating the machine in bad weather.  That showed 
how fine a spirit prevailed in the force that was likely to be the greatest arm in any future hostilities between nations 
(hear, hear). 
 
Captain Bapty, who also responded, spoke of the value of good comradeship in the forces.  He said they were 
making efforts to continue the spirit that prevailed during the war by forming a branch of the British Legion for the 
Semley district.  They had honoured him with appointment as hon secretary and treasurer, which meant that he has 
some work to do, but he would be pleased to discharge the duties if they could get ex Service men to consolidate 
and be prepared to act together in an emergency (hear, hear). 
 
Mr Morrison proposed “Continued success and prosperity to the Benett Arms Slate Club.”  Remarking that he was 
presiding for the 20

th
 year, the hon Member said it always gave him great pleasure to come to Semley because he 

always found there an atmosphere of real good fellowship.   
 



He was sorry that their old Secretary, Mr James Gray, was not present that day.  Mr Gray had been secretary of the 
club for more than 20 years and though he had given up office, they would still be reminded of him when they put up 
the grey favours which they always wore on Semley club day.  They were very pleased to see Mr Tom Doggrell in his 
usual place (applause).  He took a deep interest in the welfare of Semley and no parish was better served by its 
Parish Council Chairman and District Councillor than Semley by Mr Doggrell (applause). 
 
Mr W Toogood, in responding to the toast, said the Club had 96 members and its usefulness was shown by the fact 
that just over £17 had been expended in sick payments since the beginning of the year.  On behalf of the club he 
thanked the visitors for their support, and the Rector for his kind invitation to tea. 
 
Mr Coward, who also acknowledged the toast, said they wished to express their gratitude to the President for the 
loan of the marquee which had enabled the members to sit down in comfort for their annual dinner.  They were 
delighted that their chairman, Mr Marchant, was able to attend this year.  He had been connected with the Benett 
Arms club for a great number of years and though he was high up on the age ladder, they hoped to see him for many 
more years yet (hear, hear).   
 
They were sorry when Mr Gray found it necessary to give up the office in which he had served the club so well, and 
they hoped to see him present, but Mr Gray was on leave in North Devon and it was rather too long a journey.   
 
The club was fortunate in having Mr Toogood to carry on the work, and they could not have anyone who was more 
enthusiastic and determined to do his utmost for the Society.  He (Mr Coward) felt that there should be some 
reference to the loss the club had sustained through the death of Mrs Randolph, who had always done everything 
she could to help the club in every possible way.  Their excellent host, Mr Randolph, had been greatly helped by this 
daughters, but they still missed Mrs Randolph’s kindly personality (hear, hear). 
 
Mr Cole proposed “The Visitors” and Mr Mounty acknowledged the toast.  Mr Graham, in submitting “The Chairman” 
said politics were left outside the tent and they all welcomed Mr Morrison as a kind neighbour and a Wiltshireman 
(applause). 
 
The toast of “The Host” was given by Mr P Bartlett and acknowledged by Mr Randolph, and that of “The Ladies” was 
proposed by Mr Sargeaunt, and replied to by Mrs Coward. 
 
The Ansty Band, conducted by Mr J Lever, played selections suitable to the respective toasts, and Mr Rogers 
contributed a song and gave a number of old fashioned toasts.  A pleasant hour was spent on the Rectory lawn, and 
in the evening, dancing and various amusements were kept up till dusk. 
Western Gazette 05 June 1925  

 

 
 

Western Gazette 30 April 1926 (newspaper report on Slate Club 1926 not found) 
 
1927 In delightful weather, with the countryside freshened by welcome rains, the Bennet Arms Slate Club held its annual 

festival on Wednesday.  The programme was restricted to half a day and the proceedings opened with the 
assembling of the members and supporters of the Club at dinner, which was served in a marquee erected in Mr 
Randolph’s field.  In the absence of Mr Hugh Morrison MP, who was attending the funeral of the Marquis of 
Lansdowne, the chair was taken by Captain Gibberne.  He was supported by the Mayor of Shaftesbury, Mr T Imber, 
the Rev R M Rees, rector of Semley, Major Paton, Captain Dunston, Messrs E A Wightwick, J B Graham, P Bartlett, 
F Cole, E Herrington, S Coombs, W Milverton, S Johnson, C E Creed, E James, K I Burden (chairman of the club), G 
C Coward (hon. treasurer), W Toogood (secretary) &c. 

 
After the toasts of “The King” and “The Royal Family”, Mr Wightwick proposed “The Bishop and Clergy and Ministers 
of all Denominations”.  Remarking that no country could get on without religion, he said Semley had been particularly 
fortunate in its Rector and also in the ministers of the Free Churches.  They were all very sorry at the death of the 
Baptist Minister Mr Nicholl, a short time ago, and they trusted that his former congregation would be able to find one 
as worthy to take his place (hear, hear). 

 
The Rector in reply said he thought the parish was, on the whole, a very happy one.  Owing to the Club festival being 
cut down to an afternoon, he had been deprived of the opportunity of preaching to them (laughter) but he had no 
intention of making his speech a sermon.  He realised the good work the Club-men were doing in looking after 
themselves and he wished the Club all prosperity.   
 
Reference had already been made to the sad loss sustained in the spiritual life of the neighbourhood.  They much 
regretted the death of Mr Nicholl, who was an extraordinarily nice man, and they had much sympathy with his son, a 
headmaster of a school in the North and his daughter, who had been most useful in helping Semley to go a long way 
towards winning a singing competition at the Wiltshire Festival (hear, hear). 

 
Mr Graham submitted “The Navy and Amy and the Air Force”.  He said their feelings towards the triple Forces were 
those of gratitude, confidence and hope.  In the present year the necessity for efficient Forces had been strikingly  
brought home to the county by events in China.  But for the presence of our soldiers and sailors in Shanghai, it was 
doubtful whether there would have been a single European left alive in that troubled country.  Trouble in Egypt was 
also being held down by the presence of three battleships and he hoped their restraining influence would lead to a 
peaceful settlement of the difficulties (hear, hear). 



Major Paton, who responded, said the spirit of the new Army was in keeping with the finest traditions of the Service 
and the “old dogs” were very proud to see the go-ahead courage and determination of those who were now serving 
soldiers.  He believed that the quality of the Army was never so good as it was today (hear, hear). 

 
Captain Gibberne, in proposing “Success to the Club” said he sincerely hoped that its members would have few rainy 
days to provide for, and that there would be a big dividend to enable them to provide good things at Christmastide. 

 
Mr Toogood, acknowledging the toast, thanked the visitors for supporting the club by their presence.  He said the sick 
payments last year amounted to £16 5s and there was a dividend of 14s 4d per member.  This year the membership 
was 72 and they had paid £15 5s to sick members up to the present time.   
 
The secretary acknowledged letters and subscriptions from Mr H Morrison MP, Mr Blackburne, Mr T Doggrell, Mr 
Ansell, Mr Farquharson and Mr Mark Churchill. 
 
Mr Coward, proposing “Subscribers and Visitors”, said the members greatly missed the presence of Mr Morrison, but 
they realised, of course, that it was his duty to attend the funeral of his late chief, Lord Lansdowne.  They would all 
like to thank Mr Morrison for the loan of the marquee in which they were so comfortably seated, and also for his 
constant interest in the club (hear, hear).  Another matter to which allusion must be made was the sad death of Mr 
James Gray, who was secretary of the club for many years.  He was very active and painstaking and the members 
would always remember him (hear, hear).   
 
Continuing, Mr Coward said the club had provided £10 in funeral benefits, in addition to the sick payments mentioned 
by the secretary.  There were many of them who would like to go back to the old festivals of 20 years ago, with a 
dinner on the Common and open house for the district, besides tea on the Rectory lawn, but he was afraid those 
days would not come again.  They had been obliged to curtail the programme, but he hoped it would be still a 
thoroughly enjoyable fete for the whole of the village.  They were favoured by the support of visitors, and among 
them they were very pleased to welcome the Mayor of Shaftesbury, to whom they offered their most hearty 
congratulations (applause). 

 
The Mayor of Shaftesbury said he was very grateful to the people of Semley for the kind help they had given to his 
fund for the presentation of an X-rays apparatus to the Shaftesbury Hospital.  He thought it was wonderful that a 
small village should be able to send up £8 15s towards the fund.  When he started he was told he would be lucky if 
he got £100, but at the present time the fund had reached just over £300 and he had information of another £17 from 
Manston, and other promises.  It was a wonderful result, and one that showed the popular view as to the necessity 
for the installation.  They would be pleased that a start had already been made and in a very few weeks they hoped 
the installation would be completed and in perfect order (applause).  

 
Captain Dunston proposed “The Health of the Chairman” and Mr F Cole gave “The Caterers” (Mr and Mrs Mallett).   

 
In the field there were various games and amusements and music by the Ansty Band gave enjoyment to dancers and 
spectators. 
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