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HORSE AND PONY RACES AND SPORTS 
The need in Semley and Sedgehill of a Nursing Association has for a long time been generally regarded as urgent and, 
although the proposition is a formidable one, it has been given considerable thought and every effort is being made, by way of 
appeals for subscriptions and in other ways, to give it a practical issue.  The annual cost of maintaining a nurse is estimated to 
be anything from £120 to £150 and in the formation of an Association, there would be various initial expenses in addition.  
 
It was therefore a very happy thought which prompted Mrs Walter Shaw-Stewart to suggest the idea of organising a 
programme of horse and pony races and athletic sports in support of the object which she has so much at heart, and her 
enthusiasm spread to a host of other ladies and gentlemen, who gave their help.  The fixture took place in the grounds of 
“Hays”, the residence of Mr and Mrs Walter Shaw-Stewart and in adjoining fields, by the kind permission of the tenant, Mr W S 
Pike, on Wednesday afternoon.  The fine weather which prevailed induced many hundreds to attend and a very enjoyable time 
was spent.  The success of the proceedings was obvious and the promoters undoubtedly have every reason to be satisfied with 
the result. 
 
The programme included four events for ponies and horses, which attracted a good number of entries.  In connection with the 
Semley Stakes, for horses not exceeding 15 hands, a silver cup was offered by Mr A O Miles, a gentleman of local connection, 
but residing in London, and in the 1½ miles race for horses of any height, the first prize was the “Hays” Silver Cup, presented 
by Mrs Shaw-Stewart.  The course was a mile and six chains and the turf being in excellent condition, some good riding was 
witnessed.  The competition was especially keen in the race for horses of any height, and Mr Dewey’s Kitty, which came in first 
in excellent style and thus secured the cup, was a favourite.  The athletic sports were watched with equally keen interest and 
the open one mile flat race was hotly contested.  The Judge was Mr Walter Shaw-Stewart, the Starter Mr E G Gibbs, the 
Stewards Messrs T Genge, M Genge, C Woodford and T Doggrell, and the Hon Secretaries Messrs W S Pike and J Doggrell. 
 
At the close, the cups and cash prizes were presented to the winners on the field by Mrs Walter Shaw-Stewart who took the 
opportunity of cordially thanking Mr W S Pike for the loan of his fields, Mr A O Miles for generously giving a cup for the 
competition and for the many other helpers who had given her such untiring assistance. 
 
Around the house was arranged a number of stalls and side-shows.  A fancy work stall was in charge of Mrs C Woodford 
assisted by Mrs Genge, Mrs Wickett, Miss Genge and Miss Kemp.  A fruit, flower and vegetable stall was held by Mrs Young, 
Mrs Pike, Miss G Young, Miss Pike, Miss E Pike, Mr H Hobson and Mr Topham of Stourbridge.  Sweets were sold by Mrs 
Ansdell, Miss Ansdell and Miss Harrison.  The sale of French jewellery was entrusted to Miss Freame of Gillingham.  Ice cream 
was both made and sold by Mr Edward Cadley of Wardour and a lemonade stall was in the hands of Mr Fred Burt of Wardour 
Farm, Wardour, assisted by Mrs Withers and Mrs Littlechild.  The side-shows had been organised by Mr P Alford and, as with 
the stalls, were largely patronised.  “Houp-la” was managed by Mrs Miles and Mrs Bryant, Mr H C Cadley was responsible for 
the carrying on of a “cutting the ham” competition, Mr E G Young and Mr P Alford superintended bowling for a live pig; Miss 
Irene Shaw-Stewart was alone responsible for a competition styled “Waling the Bricks”, little Miss Edith Harding ably directed 
bun-shying  and competitions were assiduously run by Miss Oxford,  Miss Harriden and others.  A “Treasure Hunt” for a ten 
shilling note was largely entered into, the lady at the gate being Miss Ansdell.  There were also “Kicking the Football” and 
croquet competitions. 
 
Teas were supplied in a spacious tent, the work of catering for a very large number being satisfactorily undertaken by Mrs Pike, 
Mrs Burrow, Mrs Bartlett, Mrs James, Mrs Johnson, Mrs Guy, Miss Swetman, Miss Glover, Miss Doggrell, Miss Faithfull, Miss 
Johnson, Miss Roper and Mr A J Miles.  Among the many who assisted in these and other ways were Miss G V Christmas of 
Gillingham, Miss Lopes of Maristow Cornwall, Sergeant Hull and Messrs E G Coward and H Martin.  The Ansty Brass Band, 
under Bandmaster Mr J Parsons, discoursed pleasing selections of music at intervals and also played for dancing in the 
evening, Mr C Woodford being M.C.   
 
In the evening Mr J Jeffery of Donhead sold by auction a quantity of garden produce for which the most part had been 
contributed by the residents interested in the movement. 
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