
Proposed Amalgamation of the Parishes 1894 
 

A public meeting of the local government electors and ratepayers of the parishes of East and West Tisbury and Wardour, 
convened by the overseers, was held in the Victoria Hall on Thursday evening, July 5

th
.  The object was to consider the 

advisability or otherwise of amalgamating the three parishes in one Parish Council with the view of saving expense to the rates. 
 
The attendance, which was fairly large, included the Rev B Shankland, Messrs J W Howell (overseer of East Tisbury), W Fray 
(overseer of West Tisbury), W Burridge (overseer of Wardour), E Hibberd, E E Hibberd, A C Randall, W W Kendall, W Toms, W 
Hill, E Dewey &c.  On the motion of Mr J W Howell, seconded by Mr E Green, Mr E Hibberd was voted to the chair.  Having 
read the notice convening the meeting, the Chairman invited expressions of opinion on the subject of amalgamation.  He 
explained that the decision of course rested with the County Council; the only thing in their power was to make their wishes 
known in the matter. 
 
Mr J W Howell thought that amalgamation would effect a considerable saving and Mr E E Hibberd expressed the same opinion, 
pointing out that if they had one Council only, instead of three, they would save the expense of two elections, two clerks, two 
sets of books, &c.  Also, he thought that if there were three Councils, there would always be friction between them, the 
boundaries being such that in places the street lamps were alternatively in different parishes.  There were many things that 
would have to be decided, which could be much more easily settled by one than by two or three Councils.   
 
Mr W Toms raised the question whether the decision of the meeting could be taken as a decision of a representative meeting of 
the three parishes, as the parish of West Tisbury was almost unrepresented.  He thought two parishes had no right to dictate to 
the other.  The Chairman said that if the inhabitants of West Tisbury were absent, it was their own fault.  The meeting was 
legally convened, proper notice having been given.  Mr Fray thought it was the feeling of the people of West Tisbury that they 
would have nothing to do with the meeting as they did not wish to amalgamate.   
 
Mr Kendall did not pretend to know much about the Parish Councils Act, but he thought that when power was given to parishes 
to amalgamate, it was given that small parishes, which would not otherwise have a Council, might be enabled to obtain one.  
The spirit of the Act was that every parish should have the control of its own affairs, and he was of the opinion that if they joined 
three large parishes, they were violating that spirit.  They were three distinct parishes to all intents and purpose, and the Act 
intended that each parish which was large enough should have a Council of its own. 
 
Mr E E Hibberd pointed out that the three parishes for civil purposes were one ecclesiastical parish.  The Chairman said they 
were in exception circumstances in regard to the question; probably there was not another parish in England similarly situated.  
Under those circumstances he thought it was right to amalgamate. 
 
Mr Kendall held that the Act did not intend that large parishes should amalgamate.  If the Act were worth having it was worth 
having in its entirety.  The Rev B Shankland thought that amalgamation would not violate the spirit of the Act.  Mr T Wilkins said 
that West Tisbury would not amalgamate.  They might be sure that the large occupiers of land in that parish were not going to 
help to pay for the water supply and drainage of the town inhabitants of the other two parishes.  Mr R Hibberd jun. asked if it 
was worthwhile to send to the County Council a resolution passed at a meeting which did not include West Tisbury.  Mr N 
Payne considered that any expression of the opinion of the meeting should be sent as East Tisbury and Wardour only.   
 
Mr E E Hibberd said a question might have occurred to some about the charities.  He could not express an opinion whether 
they were Ecclesiastical or not.  If they were not, they would come under the Parish Council.  He knew there were some 
charities which were left to one or two of the civil parishes to the exclusion of the rest.  The Parish Councils Act laid down that 
in such a case, where a grouping order was made, the order should provide for the appointment of trustees of the charity, so as 
to preserve the separate rights of each parish. 
 
Mr Wilkins said that the charities of Tisbury had gone adrift.  The chairman said it would be the work of the Parish Council to 
find them again and to turn them the right way.  They must remember that the Ecclesiastical Commissioners had now 
considerable power in the disposal of the charities.  He did not say that what had been done was legally right, but he certainly 
should like to investigate matters. 
 
Mr Toms proposed ‘That the County Council be petitioned to amalgamate the three parishes of East and West Tisbury and 
Wardour’.  Mr  E E Hibberd seconded and the resolution was carried without dissent.  Mr E E Hibberd further proposed ‘That a 
Committee be appointed to draw up a petition giving the reasons for the amalgamation’.  Mr Howell seconding, this also was 
carried nem con. 
 
The following were appointed as a Committee:  Messrs J W Howell, J H Bracher, E Hibberd, E E Hibberd, W Toms, T Wilkins, 
W W Kendall, E Dewey, W Burrdige, W Hill, James Alford and N Combes.  A vote of thanks to the Chairman brought the 
proceedings to a close. 

Western Gazette Friday 13 July 1894 
 

The Proposed Amalgamation of Parishes  
The following letter has been received by each of the three Chairmen of the Councils interested, and was read by Mr Benett-
Stanford at the West Tisbury Council on Friday. 
  
“Dear Sir, Re Proposed Union of Parishes of East Tisbury, West Tisbury and Wardour.  I am directed to inform you that on 
reading the report of the Hon Percy Wyndham of an inquiry held by him at Tisbury on February 13

th
 1894, the Committee of the 

County Council acting executively in this matter passed the following resolution.  “That no order be made for the union of East 
Tisbury, West Tisbury, and Wardour”.  Yours faithfully R W Merriman 

Western Gazette Friday 22 March 1895 
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