
 

 

The Wiltshire Brewery Company 1888 
 

A prospectus appears in our front page of a Brewery Company at Tisbury, which promises to yield a large return.  The names 
of the gentlemen who form the Board of Directors should go far to assure the public of the bona fides of the undertaking, but 
apart from this, there are elements in the concern which commend it as a lucrative source of income and as one which 
compares favourable with other like businesses, which, at the present time, where well managed, are paying a higher rate of 
interest than almost any other investment.   
 
The old brewery premises at Tisbury were, it appears, burnt down about three years ago, since which they have been entirely 
rebuilt on a larger scale and which the sales of beer amounted, in 1885, to about £4,000 a year, they have since been gradually 
increasing until last year they reached upwards of £6,000, shewing a highly satisfactory progress, notwithstanding that, in 
consequence of the rebuilding of the brewery, the business has been somewhat cramped for capital, which alone seems 
wanting to develop the capacities of the concern, which are equal to a trade of upwards of £25,000 per annum.   
 
The present profits are estimated at about £1,500 a year, but there are, it appears, mortgages upon the properties and “tied” 
public houses (five in number, all fully licensed) amounting to £12,000, on which the interest payable will be £600 per annum, 
leaving an estimated balance of profit of £900 a year to pay a dividend on the capital of £8,000 (which is all it is at present 
proposed to call up).  It is, however, confidently anticipated that, with proper management and the introduction of additional 
capital, the trade will be largely increased, and that the Brewery will become one of the most remunerative investments in the 
West of England.  Our readers who have money to invest will be well advised to carefully peruse the prospectus.  
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The LIST of APPLICATIONS 

opened on TUESDAY the 7
th
 day of February, 1888 

and closes on MONDAY, the 13
th
 day of February, 1888 

 
THE WILTSHIRE BREWERY COMPANY LIMITED, TISBURY  

 
To be incorporated under the Companies’ Acts 1862 to 1883, 
whereby the Liability of the Shareholders is strictly limited to 

the amount of their shares 
 

SHARE CAPITAL £30,000 in 3,000 shares of £10 each 
 
 
 

Of this it is proposed to issue, in the first instance, 800 shares of £10 each, representing £8,000, of which £4,000 is to be paid 
to the Vendor, who will accept in payment of the remainder of his purchase money Deferred Shares, which are not to receive a 
dividend until the Ordinary Shares are paid 8 per cent; and it is further proposed that the Company shall have the option of 
purchasing these Deferred Shares at par within twelve months from the formation of the Company. 
 

These Shares are payable as follows: 
 

£1 PER SHARE ON APPLICATION; £4 PER SHARE ON ALLOTMENT 
and the balance within 21 days after allotment 

 
Directors 
Mr Stanford H Mountain, of 24 Southwark Street London SE and the Town Brewery, Birmingham 
Mr Edward Thomas Hargraves, 7c Southwark Street, London EC 
Mr Charles Horsley, Sunny Side, Crescent Road, South Norwood, London SE 
Mr Edward W Bell, Gillingham, Dorset 
Mr William Perrett, West Tisbury, Wilts 
 
These gentlemen being subscribers to the Memorandum of Association will be the first Directors of the Company, but they will 
retire at the first meeting of the members, when the shareholders will be invited to elect their own board. 
 
Bankers   
The National Provincial Bank of England Limited, Salisbury  
Solicitors  
Messrs Bell and Freame, Gillingham  
Auditor   
Mr C E Mason (Chartered Accountant), 62 King William Street, London Bridge, London E.C. 
Secretary   
Mr Edward Light, Gillingham 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

PROSPECTUS 
This Company is intended to be formed for the purpose of taking over and carrying on the Brewery known as the Wiltshire 
Brewery, situate close to the railway station at Tisbury, and which was established about 15 years since by MR ARCHIBALD 
BECKETT, the Vendor. 
 
For this purpose a Contract has been entered into between Mr Beckett, the Vendor, and Mr Edward Light, on behalf of the 
Company, for the purchase of the Brewery Properties and Busienss upon the terms hereinafter specified. 
 
The Brewery premises were, to a great extent, burnt down about three years ago, and have since been re-built on a larger 
scale, including 30 quarter malthouse, and have been fitted with a complete 10 quarter plant by Messrs Llewellins and James, 
the well-known Brewers’ Engineers of Bristol. 
 
The Company will acquire the freehold Brewery and Malthouse, together with a residence, a brewer’s cottage, and the valuable 
plot of building land, all adjoining; also four freehold fully-licensed public-houses, namely, the Arundel Arms Tisbury, the Boot 
Inn Tisbury, the Engineers Salisbury and the Devizes-road Hotel Salisbury; also the Bennett Arms Tisbury (fully licensed), held 
for a term of about 80 years, at the small ground rent of £10 per annum, and the Arundel Arms Ansty (fully licensed), situate 
about three miles from Tisbury, and held upon lives, together with a policy of insurance upon one of the lives. 
 
The Brewery, houses, plant, rolling stock, and stock in trade, and book debts receivable, are to be taken over by the Company 
at a valuation in the ordinary way, the Vendor on one hand and the Company on the other being represented by their 
respective valuers, and the basis of this valuation being that nothing is to be paid for the good will of the general connection of 
the Brewery. 
 
The Company will not take over any of the trade liabilities of the Vendor. 
 
The sales of beer amounted in 1885 to £3,888; in 1886 to £4864; and in 1887 to upwards of £6000, showing a very satisfactory 
progress, notwithstanding that, partly in consequence of the rebuilding of the Brewery, the business has been somewhat 
cramped for capital, so that it has not been possible to take advantage of the various openings for increase of trade. 
 
The above progress, however, is satisfactory as showing the capabilities of the neighbourhood, and there is no doubt that with 
increased capital a very much larger trade may be established, both as regards extending the free trade and by purchasing 
public houses as the opportunity occurs, thus placing the tied trade on a broader basis. 
 
There is no other Brewery within 10 miles. 
 
The Brewery premises and plant have a capacity of 250 barrels a week, which would represent, in money, sales of between 
£500 and £600 a week, or a total of upwards of £25,000 per annum. 
 
The present trade in quarters of malt amounts to about 900 quarters per annum, or less than one third of the capability of the 
Brewery.  The advantages of the district, as producing barley of the best quality, are well known in brewing circles.   
 
The water supplying the Brewery by gravitation is obtained from a source about 500 yards off, and is secured for a term of 999 
years, at an anuual rent of £10.  An analysis of the water has been obtained from Dr Herepath, who speaks highly of the p urity 
of the water, and also from Mr Frank Faulkner, the eminent authority on Breweing, who pronounces it to be well adapted for 
producing beers of the finest quality, while the supply is practically inexhaustible, and from its low temperature is equally well 
adapted for refrigerating. 
 
The books of the Brewery have not been kept in such a way as to enable the preparation of a statement showing the profit 
made, but it is estimated to have amounted to at least £1500 for last year, including the rentals of £300 a year received from 
the freehold properties. 
 
The Brewery and houses are to be taken over by the Company, subject to mortgages amounting in the aggregate to £12,000, 
on which the interest payable will be £600 per annum, leaving an estimated balance of profit of £900 a year, to pay a dividend 
on the capital of £8000 (proposed in the first instance to be called up), and the deferred shares of Mr Beckett, which are not tyo 
rank for divident until 8 per cent has been paid on the ordinary shares.  It is, however, confidently anticipated that, with proper 
management and the introduction of the proposed capital, the trade will be largely developed and the profits very much 
increased. 
 
It is intended that the Company should be formed with a nominal capital of £30,000, with a view to the further issue of shares, 
for the purpose of developing the trade by purchase of additional houses or otherwise, as opportunities present themselves; but 
this, of course, can only be done by the consent of the Shareholders. 
 
So far as the exigencies of modern brewing will permit, it is intended to use the best malt and hops only. 
 
The only contract entered into is that between Mr Archibald Beckett, the Vendor, of the one part, and Mr Edward Light, of the 
other part, bearing date the 31

st
 day of January, 1888, which can be seen at the office of Messrs Bell & Freame, at Gillingham. 

Applications for shares should be forwarded to the Company’s Bankers, or to Messrs Bell & Freame, Solicitors, Gillingham, 
accompanied by a remittance of the amount of the deposit.  If the whole of the present proposed issue of 800 shares is not fully 
subscribed for, the deposits will be returned in full.  Prospectuses and Forms of Application can be obtained of the Bankers, at 
Salisbury, or of the Solicitors at Gillingham. 
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