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1925 Annual Dinner  

 “He’s kind, and he’s tall and respected by all, so let’s drink to our Colonel of Knoyle” 
The spirit of cordiality and goodwill that prompted the spontaneous production of the above happily-phrased couplet, 
in response to which the health of Colonel the Hon. George Herbert was drunk at the annual dinner on Thursday 
evening of the East Knoyle Branch of the British Legion, characterised the proceedings throughout, and made the 
gathering one of the happiest probably in the remembrance of the 70 odd men who were present.  Nor was the 
compliment a mere excuse for a poetic mind, but it serves to explain why the Knoyle Branch can muster the splendid 
total of half a hundred members.   

 
Colonel Herbert, who is the president, takes the keenest interest in the branch and with the support of the energetic 
hon. secretary, Mr R G Bartlett, and an enthusiastic committee, has been the influence behind the continuous growth 
of the branch.  Not only is the branch alive, but it is progressive, as is shown by the fact that recently it extended its 
operations by the formation of a Coal and Clothing Club for the benefit more especially of the aged and infirm of the 
village.  Mr H Gillett, is the hon secretary of this enterprise, which bids fair to be of great benefit.  To the secretary of 
the branch the members owe a great deal as was apparent in October when they presented him with a wrist watch 
inscribed: “Presented to R G Bartlett by members of the East Knoyle Branch of the British Legion for services 
rendered as Branch Secretary.  October 1925” 

 
With the branch a going concern, and of great practical usefulness, then the annual dinner was held under the 
happiest circumstances.  Colonel Herbert presided and was supported by Captain W Shaw, MP for West Wilts, the 
rector, Rev W Neville, Mr J Bell MFH, Mr A Blake, the County Secretary, Mr Mosselmann (a newcomer from Holland 
to Clouds House), Major Giberne, Captain Dunstan, Captain Sealey Green, Captain Flower, Captain Fylor, Messrs M 
Churchill, Lister, Frank Ansdell, E F Slocock, G White, Hinckley, Wingate and R G Bartlett.  Apologies for absence 
were received from the Rev M Lumsden (Hindon), the Rev Rees, Colonel Jackson, Major Purey, Mr W R Shaw-
Stewart, and Mr J B Graham.  Following the honouring of the loyal toasts, the company reverently stood for a minute 
as an act of remembrance of fallen comrades.   
 
Describing it as a brotherhood - a fraternity - the toast of “The British Legion” was proposed by Mr Mark Churchill in a 
characteristically happy speech. 

 
This Year’s Achievements 
Mr Blake, in replying, referred to the outstanding achievements of the Legion during the year about to close and said 
they had good cause to congratulate themselves.  He referred to the successful taking over by the Legion from the 
Government of the Officers’ Employment Association, the granting to the Legion of the Royal Charter, giving them a 
very definite status and position, and the securing of a national petition by which they tried to influence public opinion 
against the anomalies respecting the pension’s warrants.  They were labouring under very great difficulties.  The 
petition was got up rather in a hurry at an awkward time of the year, but, notwithstanding that, it was the second 
largest petition every presented to Parliament.  The largest was the great Chartist petition.  They could not expect to 
win their points all at once, but they did get one important concession by securing a basic rate of pensions stabilised 
for the next three years, which meant a good deal to those who had to depend upon their pensions. 

 
Referring to Poppy-day, Mr Blake said they did not yet know quite what the results were, but they could almost 
certainly say they had very largely exceeded last year’s result (applause).  They had exceeded their own hopes, 
because it had happened that some of the towns which they thought to be weak had shown extraordinary increases.  
It seemed quite likely that when all the amounts were added up it would be found that the British public had entrusted 
the Legion with half a million pounds for relief of distress (hear hear).   

 
There was just one regret, and that was that they were so few in numbers.  There must be something like five million 
ex -Service men in the country, and yet only about a quarter of a million had taken the trouble to secure their own 
interests by joining the Legion.  This meant that only a twentieth were bearing the whole burden of which the others, 
to a large extent, reaped the benefit.   

 
No doubt there in East Knoyle they had a very great percentage of the ex-Service men in their branch.  He was very 
proud to think that in that part of the country the percentage was good, and in that part of Wiltshire particularly the 
percentage was highly creditable, going in some cases over the hundred per cent possible (applause). 

 

Not Like a Trades Union 
In the next year they would do well to explain as far as possible their aims and objects and to enlist the help and 
sympathy of other people upon which they entirely relied.  “We are not like a trades union, who can call a strike and 
hold a pistol to other people’s heads,” said Mr Blake.  “We can only appeal to people’s sympathy.”  For the small 
annual subscription per member, the British Legion had done more for its members and those outside than any 
trades union had done for its members alone.   
 



The reason was that a man joined a trades union to get something, but members of the British Legion did not.  In 
fact, they paid something to keep a machine going to help other people (hear, hear).  He did not join the British 
Legion for anything he could get out of it.  He had had the privilege of putting into it what little time and skill he could, 
and he felt they would all do the same thing for the sake of helping those who could not help themselves (hear, hear).  
He would appeal to them to make it a New Year resolution to support their hard working committee and branch 
secretary all they possibly could (applause). 
 
No Politics 
Captain Dunstan, who also responded, commended the idea of social gatherings of members such as that in the 
various villages around, and pointe doubt than an intermingling of opinions was one of the best things they could 
have in those country places.  He had been constantly hearing lately that the British Legion was nothing but a 
political organisation.  That was utter nonsense, and he hoped everybody there would say so.  He did not, in fact, 
think there could be any better demonstration of the fact that the British Legion was not a political affair than that Mr 
Mark Churchill should have said such nice things about him there that evening (hear, hear, laughter).   

 
The toast of “The Visitors” was proposed by Mr W T Knight and replied to by the Rector, Captain Shaw and Mr Bell.  
The Rector said the more the British Legion did what it was doing at the present moment, and had been doing ever 
since it was formed, helping the weak, the unemployed and the sufferers, so much the more it called for their honour, 
respect and thanks.  If they would forgive him for being sermonic, he would say that surely the very best motto the 
British Legion could have would be “Bear ye one another’s burdens and so fulfil the law of Christ” (applause). 

 
Economy Stumbling Block 
Captain Shaw, replying, said after his recent experience of tramping the lobbies of the House of Commons all night 
until 8am, he had found the life of a politician was not an easy life.  Very rightly they had had a movement generally 
throughout the country on behalf of economy.  Economy was one of the greatest things the country stood in need of, 
but in discussing it, it was perfectly remarkable that when they tried to practice economy, and when the sword of 
Damocles began to fall on any one department, that department, they found, would fight tooth and nail to prevent any 
reduction in the estimates for itself.  The Admiralty said they thought they could practice great economies and they 
undoubtedly could.  As the First Lord of the Admiralty said they could use four dockyards where six were in use 
today.  But, when it came to closing dockyards, they had men talking by the hour to prevent it.  Every Government 
would find it was in the same difficulty when it began to practice the art of economy, which was objectionable to every 
department to which it was going to be applied (hear, hear, laughter).  

 
Touching on the work of the British Legion, Captain Shaw said he did think that in the Minister of Pensions they had a 
man who was thoroughly in sympathy with ex-Service men (hear, hear), and he was sure that as long as that Ministry 
was represented by Major Tryon they would get everything it was possible for him to give (hear, hear).  He 
considered the King’s Roll a splendid thing.  Many of them who were back benchers had asked when business was 
to be given to firms.  “Are they on the King’s Roll?” and if told they were not, they had protested against their having 
the business (hear, hear).  They wanted to go to those firms who looked after the ex-Service men, who were entitled 
to every sympathy they could give them (applause).  Mr Bell also replied. 

 
Mr E Slocock, who proposed “The Health of Colonel Herbert,” first of all extended a cordial welcome to the 
neighbourhood to Mr Mosselman and his wife and family (applause).  He was sure, he said, that they would all wish 
them a sure and happy stay in their midst (hear, hear).  Mr Slocock paid a tribute to Mr Bartlett, and the chairman 
proposed the latter’s health in the poetic form quoted above, which was vociferously received. 

 
Service not Self 
Colonel Herbert, in reply, assured them that as long as he lived at Knoyle he hoped to be able to do what he could to 
help the Legion, which to his mind was the finest organisation in the country at the present moment.  It was not the 
object of the British Legion to help themselves; they were not in it for what they could get out of it, but they were in it 
to try to help those who were not so well off as they were, and they would never rest as an organisation until all those 
men who had suffered in any way during the war were properly and fairly treated (hear, hear).  He would like the 
meeting to express their thanks to the secretary and the committee for the splendid way they had backed him up 
during the year (applause).  In appealing to the members to bring in those men who are outside, the chairman made 
it clear that it was no use men keeping outside the Legion and then coming along and asking the Legion to help 
them.  Let them come in and do the job themselves, and then the Legion would be such a power in the land that he 
was perfectly certain that their aims and objects would be realised.  Having expressed thanks to Mr Sansom for the 
excellence of the meal, the chairman also extended a cordial welcome to Mr Mosselmann. 

 
Mr Mosselmann, acknowledging the welcome, said it was very difficult for a Dutchman as he was to make a speech 
in their language, and he hoped they would excuse him.  He would assure them he should be pleased to join them as 
a visitor as many times as he was invited (applause). 

 
Songs and other entertaining items were given by Messrs Stanley Kimber, of Salisbury, Captain Flower and Mr B 
King.  Mr Pocock, of Dowton, accompanied. 
Western Gazette Friday 25 December 1925 

 
1927 Outing to Weymouth 

The school children’s outing, organised by the East Knoyle branch of the British Legion, took place on Saturday, 
when a large party of over a hundred children and a large number of their parents, numbering 180 in all, journeyed by 
charabanc to Weymouth where a very enjoyable day was spent.  The branch, assisted by the East Knoyle Choral 
Society, had raised enough money to take all the school children and give each child 1s to spend. 
Western Gazette 01 July 1927 

 
 



1927 Letter to the Editor 
Sir, During the South Western Area Conference of the British Legion, I notice the secretary of the East Knoyle branch 
while admitting 10s for a wreath, inclusive of placing it on a grave in France, was cheap, feared many could not afford 
it.  May I say they will not afford it. It is sad indeed if for that modes some people who go on “mystery rides”, whist 
drives, dances and indulge in other dictates of their hearts, cannot save a few shillings and guarantee to the 
secretary two or three or more wreaths. But it was ever thus. Blow, blow, thou winter wind, thou are not so unkind as 
man’s ingratitude.  
Yours faithfully, Small Fry. 
Western Gazette Friday 16 September 1927 

 
1928 Annual Dinner 

Personal Recollections of Earl Haig 
A real spirit of comradeship among all ranks of ex-service men was again a pleasuring feature of the annual dinner of 
the East Knoyle branch of the British Legion at the Seymour Arms on Monday evening.  The branch, which now 
includes an Admiral, a General and a Colonel in its membership of 45, continues to make good progress and to do 
appreciated work in the way of relieving distress among ex-service men in the locality.  Some indication of the scope 
of the benevolent work of the branch was shown last summer when all the school children of the village were given 
an outing to Weymouth.  In addition, the branch runs a Clothing club and a Benevolent Fund, both of which have 
materially helped in relieving local distress. 
 
The President, Colonel the Hon George Herbert presided, supported by Admiral Bromley, General Sir Michael 
Rimington, Colonel J Heseltine, Mr Isaac Bell, MFH, Mr Mosselmanns, hon vice-president, Captain A E A Dunston 
(Donhead), the Mayor of Shaftesbury Mr Milverton, the Rector of Knoyle, the Rev William Neville, the Rev M W 
Lumsden, vicar of Mere, Mr E F Slocock, vice-chairman, Mr R G Bartlett (hon secretary), and others.  

 
The Rector of East Knoyle, proposing ‘The Armed Forces of the Crown,’ following the loyal toast, said being a man of 
peace he was a firm believer in the advisability of being prepared for war.  He only hoped that in the quite laudable 
and quite nature desire to economise, the Chancellor would not, in the forthcoming Budget, attempt to water down 
the strength of the Navy or the Army so that he was going to make it a dangerous thing to live in England (hear, 
hear).  He hoped the glorious life of the late Earl Haig would stimulate the British Legion to do all they could for their 
brothers who were less well off, and were still suffering from the effects of the war.  He hoped the main portion of the 
memorial to Lord Haig would go to perpetuate his work for the British Legion (hear, hear). 

 
Admiral Bromley, in reply for the Navy, said that was his first visit to the branch but he hoped it would not be the last 
(hear, hear).  The British Legion had honoured his branch of the service very much by inviting Lord Jellicoe to take 
the place of the late Lord Haig.  He (the speaker) was talking with Lord Jellicoe recently and he told him he was 
prepared to take Lord Haig’s place and he was only waiting to hear what the different branches of the Legion had to 
say before he took up the work.  The Legion, added Admiral Bromley, could have no better man (applause). 

 
Lord Haig’s Wish Fulfilled 
General Rimington, who replied for the Army, said Lord Haig, whom he had known for 40 years, told him in camp in 
India many years ago, when they were talking about getting killed, that he should like to have a couple of years 
before he passed on.  Lord Haig, added Sir Michael, was a particularly solid man.  He never saw him rattled and that 
was a big thing (hear, hear). 
 
Mr Slocock proposed the toast of “Kindred Branches of the Legion.”  The British Legion carried on in the spirit upon 
which Lord Haig founded it, was doing a great work.  He spent a good deal of time in looking up the records of 
different ex-Service men in East Knoyle, and those records were astounding for a place of the size of Knoyle.  They 
had men in the village who had served in every theatre of war with the possible exception of German East Africa.  
Two men from Knoyle went down at Jutland, and there were three men who were at the Dardanelles, one of whom, 
present with them that evening, was at the original landing.  (Hear, hear).  Knowing of this record, if any of them ever 
had any opportunity of giving a helping hand to any of those men, their wives or families, they should regard it, not 
only as their pleasure, but as their duty.  (Hear, hear).  As he had said before, their Knoyle branch was a model one.  
They had a great deal to thank Colonel Herbert for, and they were fortunate to have him in the chair.  (Applause) 
 
Wiltshire Head of the World 
Captain Dunston, replying, said it was interesting to know that the British Legion in Wiltshire was for the second time 
head of the world in strength, the runners-up being Surrey.  (Applause).  The British Legion could not exist with a lot 
of pretty names at headquarters; they must have, as they had in Wiltshire, the branches, for it was the branches 
which kept the organisation going.  (Hear, hear).  In Wiltshire they realised their duties and their branches were at full 
strength.  During the last year they had more affiliation fees paid than in any other year, which was due to the 
unswerving loyalty of the branches, and of the people who ran them.  At East Knoyle they were extremely lucky in 
having Colonel Herbert as their president, and working under him a very loyal and hard-working Committee.  
(Applause).  They had a wonderful secretary “Dick” Bartlett, who was keen and able to work out most of the problems 
himself.  (Applause).   

 
The Rev Lumsden, referring to the branches represented there that evening, said Donhead was going strong as it 
ought to under Captain Dunston.  Gillingham was one of the live branches with a live secretary in Mr Bell.  He did not 
know much about Marnhull.  At Hindon they had started a women’s section which was one of the most flourishing in 
Wiltshire, and it was spurring the women to do their job better than they had every done it before.  His advice to every 
branch was not only to “hold fast,” but to make progress.  The branch which was only standing fast would soon be 
reduced in numbers. 
 



Mr Isaac Bell, MFH, who proposed “The East Knoyle Branch” said nobody had the welfare of ex-Service men more at 
heart than fox hunters.  Every Hunt generously collected every year a large subscription for Earl Haig’s fund. 
(Applause) 
 
Local Supporters Thanked 
Colonel Herbert, who was very warmly received, said they had in Knoyle friends who, though they could not possibly 
become members of the Legion, were extraordinarily good in producing prizes for their whist drives and dances, 
partly that they raised money to help any cases of necessity that came along.  They had very good friends in Mr 
Isaac Bell, Mr Mosselmanns, their new honorary Vice President, the Rector, Mr Jesse, Mr Bartlett, Mr Jacob, Mr 
Hyde, Mr Alford and Mr Tuck, all of whom were generous supporters of their work.  (Applause).  As long as they had 
the support, not only of the ex-Service men, but of the people of East Knoyle, there was no doubt their branch would 
flourish.  They owed it to the memory of Earl Haig that they should make it absolutely certain that the work for which 
he gave his life should be carried on.  (Applause). 
 
Mr Bartlett proposed “The Visitors” and ~Colonel Heseltine replied.  The final toast was that of “The Caterers” which 
was heartily received. 
 
At this juncture Colonel Herbert announced, amid applause, that Mr Bell had handed him that evening a further 
cheque for ten guineas towards the branch funds. 
 
Songs, &c., were contributed during the evening by Messrs Gallimore, Veale, Trim and Wetherall, of Marnhull; 
Messrs M B Lister, T Brewer, F Littlecott, of East Knoyle, and Mr Bell of Gillingham. 
Western Gazette 17 February 1928 

 
1928 A concert, organised by the East Knoyle branch of the British Legion, was held in the village hall on Friday.  The 

programme included the following:-  Pianoforte solo, Miss F Oldfield; songs, Miss S Icke and Mr H Harris; glees, the 
East Knoyle Glee Society conducted by Mr H Harris; violin solo, Mr C Woodham; quartette, the Glee Society; duets, 
Miss S Icke and Mr D Harris and Messrs E and F Littlecott.  An amusing farce entitled “Poor Pillicoddy” was 
presented by the following:- Mr R G Bartlett, Mr D Harris, Miss F Oldfield, Mrs P Street and Mr B Nisbeck.  The 
concert was a great success.  The farce was particularly well acted and effective stage and scenery had been 
erected by Mr Speed assisted by the Hon Secretary (Mr R G Bartlett), Mr Miles, Mr F Littlecott, Mr G Snook and Mr F 
W Barnes, who also supervised the rehearsals of the play.  The proceeds are to be devoted to the Christmas Gift 
Fund. 
Western Gazette 30 November 1928 

 
1928 A successful whist drive, organised by the East Knoyle branch of the British Legion, was held in the village hall on 

Friday.  Thirty-three tables were occupied.  Thanks to the generosity of kind supporters, 21 prizes were available and 
were won by:  ladies 1 Miss M Goodyear, 2 Miss Bell, 3 Mrs Jesse, 4 Miss V Doggrell, consolation Mrs J Doggrell.  
Gents 1 Mr W Butler, 2 Mr Miles (Hindon), 3 Mr R Street, 4 Mr A Antell, consolation Mr R Garrett; marked chairs Mrs 
A Antell and Mr J Hannam; hidden number Mrs H J Garrett; most times at one table Mrs J Doggrell (8) and Mr G 
Candy (12); most sixes Miss D Scane and Mr V Coombs; floating prizes Miss Hoddinott and Master P Francis; lucky 
tickets Miss K Bastable and Mr B Nisbeck.  The prizes were distributed by Mr Mosselmans (hon vice president of the 
East Knoyle branch).  A hearty vote of thanks was accorded him on the proposition of Mr E F Slocock.  Mr F W 
Barnes was the M.C. 
Western Gazette 02 March 1928 
 

1929 East Knoyle British Legion - Tributes at Annual Dinner 
In spite of snow-blocked roads and a stubborn frost, there was a large attendance at the annual dinner of the East 
Knoyle branch of the British Legion at the Seymour Arms on Thursday evening.  There were a few notable 
absentees.  Since the last dinner General Sir Michael Rimington had passed away.  Mr Isaac Bell, the popular 
M.F.G. and Captain A.E.A. Dunston, the hon county organiser, were marooned in their respective villages, while the 
Rector of East Knoyle, the Rev William Neville, and the Rev M W Lumsden of Hindon, were absent owing to the 
Lenten observances.  Colonel the Hon George Herbert (the president) presided, supported by Lord Seymour, Major 
Paton, Major Ford, Captain A Blake (hon county secretary), Messrs A W Mosselmans, G.F. Slocock (vice 
presidents), R.G. Bartlett (hon secretary), M.B. Lister, Tuck, Fowler, Fulford, H Dukes (representing the Hindon 
branch), Tucker and F Forward. 
 
The function, as usual, was made very pleasant by a happy spirit of comraderie among all the members, 
supplemented by a good entertainment by a party from Warminster who managed to arrive by devious routes. 
 
Presentation to Colonel Herbert 
After a silent tribute to dead comrades and the loyal toast, Mr Slocock made a presentation to Colonel Herbert of a 
gold British Legion badge on behalf of the branch.  Everyone in the branch, said Mr Slocock, subscribed to the gift; in 
fact, the fund was over-subscribed because everyone was anxious to join in the acknowledgement they wished to 
make to Colonel Herbert of his work for ex-Service men in the district.  He was president of the organisation formed 
in 191, which later was merged into the British Legion, and he had been their president ever since.  (Applause).  No-
one, he was perfectly certain, wanted a change of presidents.  From 1919 up to the present day, in spite of a 
tremendous amount of public work he had entered most whole-heartedly into the work of the British Legion, with 
great kindness and sympathy and with the welfare of ex-Service men ever before him.  (Applause).   
 
At East Knoyle they had the most efficient branch in the county and he was quite certain that in Wiltshire there was 
no more popular president.  (Hear, hear).  This presentation was to show their appreciation and esteem and, he 
thought he might say, affection, for Colonel Herbert for all he had done, seen and unseen - (applause) - and they 
were making that gift in the hope that in the fullness of time he would hand it on to his eldest son (laughter and 
applause).   



Colonel Herbert, acknowledging the tribute, said when he called on Mr Slocock to speak he had no idea he was 
going to do anything like this.  He did enormously appreciate it because he felt it was a real token of comradeship 
between them (Applause).  What little he had been able to do for the Legion had been a joy and the reason, if he 
might say so, for that branch being a success was the loyal co-operation of all its members (Applause).   
 
Mr Maurice Lister proposed “The Armed Forces of the Crown” and Lord Seymour and Major Ford responded.  Major 
Ford said that as a newcomer to East Knoyle he hoped to make many friends among them and that they would get 
on well together (Hear, hear). 
 
A Happy Family 
Mr Slocock, proposing “Kindred Branches” described the Knoyle branch as a happy family, and referring to its many 
activities said getting work for unemployed ex-Service men was in the forefront of its programme. At the moment 
there was not a single ex-Service man in East Knoyle unemployed (Hear, hear).  Mr Slocock referred to the summer 
treats for the wives and children and to the Christmas gifts, and pointed out that all their funds were very carefully 
dispensed under the direction of the president and the energetic and popular secretary, and the committee. Captain 
Giberne, replying, said the Semley branch, which was formed about four years ago, had recently decreased in 
membership owing to removals, and feeling something must be done, he had asked Colonel Herbert if they could 
possibly become a sub-branch of East Knoyle (Applause). 

 
He did not know what the Knoyle Committee had done about it, but he hoped that before long what was left of the 
Semley branch would be joined on to the East Knoyle branch (Applause).  Mr Dukes said at Hindon they had a 
branch of which they were really proud and a first rate president.  Also, they had one of the finest ladies’ branches, 
which had a membership of 90, although it was started only two years ago.  He could assure them that if they wanted 
to make headway, the best way to do it was to form a ladies’ branch to help them by organising whist drives, dances, 
etc. 
 
Captain Blake, in proposing “The East Knoyle Branch,” said he could corroborate what Mr Slocock had said 
concerning the efficiency of the East Knoyle branch.  His own branch having temporarily collapsed, he had that 
evening joined the East Knoyle branch to give himself a footing (Hear, hear).  Captain Blake spoke of the relief work 
of the British Legion among the distressed ex-Servicemen in the Somerset coalfields, and suggested that as East 
Knoyle had no unemployed members, they might send any surplus donations for that relief fund, which was very 
carefully administered.  
 
Ex-Servicemen’s Solemn Duty 
Colonel Herbert, in reply, said their new President, Earl Jellicoe, had stepped into Earl Haig’s shoes in an 
extraordinarily efficient manner.  Lord Jellicoe was trying now as much as he could to get around to see the various 
branches and was shortly attending for the second time an area conference at Exeter.  He was hoping Lord Jellicoe 
would be able to put a little ginger into headquarters in London, because he did fell they wanted gingering (Hear, 
hear).  He did not know why, but headquarters always seemed, when they asked them a question, to pour cold water 
on it, but if they badgered them long enough, they were all right.  What headquarters wanted was a man like Lord 
Jellicoe.  In Wiltshire they were extraordinarily lucky.   
 
In the first place, they were presided over by one of the greatest soldiers of the day, Lord Methuen - (applause) - a 
man who, although he was over 80 years of age, did more work than most men of 20, and was always ready to do 
his bit, not only for the British Legion, but for a vast number of organisations.  Then they had a very able secretary in 
Captain Blake, and with those two and Captain Dunston, another very energetic worker, to lead them in the county 
there was no fear that Wiltshire would not be able to keep its position as the best British Legion county in England.  
(Applause).   
 
Referring to the local branch, Colonel Herbert said although they were a very happy band of brothers they were not 
big enough. They wanted more members.  There were still many ex-Servicemen in East Knoyle who were not 
members.  He never could make out what it was which kept them back, because, after all, in a body like the British 
Legion they were all comrades of all ranks who served in the war banded together to ensure, if possible, that no ex-
Serviceman should suffer by ill-health or unemployment.  At the present time throughout the country there was a very 
small proportion of ex-Servicemen actually members of the Legion. 

 
If every man who was eligible did join, they would be one of the greatest powers in the land at the present time and 
there was no doubt that anything which was rightly and urgently needed for the Legion would be obtained (Hear, 
hear).  It was a solemn duty of the men outside, not only to the fallen, but to those who had come back and 
dependents of men who fell, to back up that organisation.  Continuing, Colonel Herbert said the question of the 
Semley branch came up at their meeting the previous week and the decided unanimously to accept Semley as a 
sub-branch of East Knoyle and he hoped they would be with them for many years, adding to the success of that 
branch and to the happiness of them all.  (Applause) 
 
A Cry from Flanders 
Mr Bartlett, acknowledging the tribute of Col Herbert to his services, said anything he could do to help the Legion he 
regarded as his duty and he was only too proud to render some service to those who returned with wounds and 
pensions to be looked after and to the dependents of those who never returned.  (Hear, hear).  His favourite her at 
school was Captain Scott, who perished in 1912 in an expedition to the South Pole.  Captain Scott’s last appeal was 
“For God’s sake, look after our people.”  It is that same cry which comes to us from Flanders, declared Mr Bartlett, 
and that is why it is the duty of every ex-serviceman in England to join the British Legion which is needed just as 
much now as it was in 1919.  (Hear, hear) 
 
 
 



The president proposed the toast of “The Visitors” and expressed deep regret that the Rector and the Rev Lumsden 
were unable to be present owing to Lent and that Captain Dunston and Mr Isaac Bell, M.F.H., were kept away owing 
to the bad weather.  Mr Mosslemans and Major Paton replied.  Mr Mosslemans, speaking as a follower of hounds 
and a dweller in the countryside, paid a warm tribute to the British farmer - “the finest sportsman in the world” - and 
proposed his health.  Mr R Jessie replied. 
 
The activities of the branch were detailed in the annual report recently submitted by the hon secretary.  It showed that 
a collection on Empire Day for Earl Haig’s Memorial Homes resulted in £3 18s 2½d being sent to the headquarters.  
The sale of poppies on Armistice Day realised £16 13s 7d, compared with £14 11s in 1927.   
 
A new scheme undertaken by the branch during the year was a Christmas Gift Fund, from which 29 persons in the 
district received 5s worth of goods and six people 3s worth.  The membership of the branch during the year 
numbered 36, a decrease of 8. 
Western Gazette 22 February 1929# 

 
1929 British Legion Rally 

Sunday next will see the largest British Legion Rally ever held in the Knoyle district.  Through the kindness of Colonel 
the Hon G.S. Herbert and the Dowager Countess of Pembroke, the Rally will take place in the grounds of Knoyle 
House.  Contingents from the Donhead, Teffont, Warminster, Tisbury, Hindon, Mere, Fovant, Horningsham, Zeals, 
Kilmington, Stourton, Maiden Bradley and Monkton Deverill branches will be present together with the women's 
sections from Warminster, Hindon, Horningsham and Tisbury. 

 
Field Marshall Lord Methuen will present Standards to eight of the branches and they will be dedicated by the 
Assistant Chaplain General of the Southern Command, the Rev E H Thorold, CBE.  Brigadier General E Harding 
Newman, CB, CMG, DSO, will be in charge of the parade and Captain A E A Dunston, chief marshal.  After the 
ceremony Lord and Lady Methuen will take the salute, the War Memorial being the saluting base. 
Western Gazette 18 October 1929 

 
1930 British Legion Affairs 

The AGM of the East Knoyle British Legion took place at Knoyle House on Monday.  The president, Col the Hon G 
Herbert, was in the chair.  The treasurer’s report showed a balance of £5 1s 1.  The secretary reported that 
considerable progress had been made during the past year.  Mr Miles detailed the work of the Relief Committee and 
Mr Gillett reported on the Clothing and Coal Club activities.  The chairman congratulated the branch on its splendid 
programme during the past year and proposed a vote of thanks to all the officers and the committee.   

 
The following officers were elected for 1930:  Air Vice Marshal Lambe, Col Upton, Col Brownlow and Major Shand, 
Messrs F Barnes and F Alford were elected auditors.  The treasurer will be Mr F Littlecott and Secretary Mr R G 
Bartlett.  The committee was elected by ballot as follows:  Messrs Lever, Gillett, Barnes, A Garrett, Butler, Elliott, B 
Garrett, Harding, Wood, Snook, Burton and Street.  It is proposed to hold the annual dinner on February 19

th
.  The 

branch has been greatly strengthened by the inclusion of Semley as a sub-branch with Major Giberne as treasurer 
and Mr Hepburn Horne as secretary. 
Western Gazette 17 January 1930 
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