
THE CROWN INN 

A Newspaper Timeline 
 
 
In 1650, the people of Tisbury petitioned for an 
alehouse near the church to be licenced - that 
alehouse may have been the building we know 
today as The Crown Inn in Church Street. 
 
Wesleyan Methodists worshipped in the club-room 
prior to building their own chapel in 1846. 
 
This historic pub was the home to Tisbury’s most 
enduring Slate Club which flourished from the late 
1800’s through to at least 1939. 
 
The Crown Inn is a Grade 11 listed building 
 
 
 

1861 On Monday last, a bean feast was held at the Crown Inn, when nearly 80 persons partook of an excellent repast 
provided by Mr and Mrs Bugg.  The quality of the viands gave universal satisfaction and after a pleasant evening, 
which was enlivened by songs, hand bells, &c., the company dispersed highly delighted with the treat afforded them. 
Salisbury & Winchester Journal Saturday 03 August 1861 
 

1865 The 60
th
 anniversary of the Tisbury Old Friendly Society was celebrated on Whit Tuesday.  The members of the club 

marched in procession to the church where a very appropriate sermon was preached by the Rev F W Wilkinson, after 
which they partook of an excellent dinner, provided by Mr and Mrs Bugg of the Crown Inn.  After the social repast, 
some excellent speeches were made and a very pleasant day was spent. 
Sherborne Mercury Tuesday 13 June 1865 
 

1866 An application was made for the transfer of the licence of the Crown Inn, Tisbury, from William Bugg to George 
James; there being no objection offered, it was granted. 
Western Gazette Friday 03 August 1866 

 
The licence of the Crown Inn, Tisbury, was transferred from Samuel James to Charles Oliver. 
Western Gazette Friday 08 May 1868 
 
Thomas Gurd was summoned for stealing a pair of boots, the property of Charles Oliver, landlord of 
the Crown Inn, Tisbury, on the 23

rd
 November.  This being a “lark”, it was settled out of court. 

Western Gazette Friday 18 December 1868 
 
Left:  Charles Oliver born Semley April 1841 

 
1878 George Macey, of Fonthill Gifford, and George Macey, of Tisbury, were charged with highway robbery with violence.  

Elias Cheveral, of Tisbury, said that about 11 o’clock on the night of the 27
th
 of August, he left the Benett Arms Hotel 

and was proceeding towards his home at Newtown.   
 
In church-street, near the Crown Inn, the two prisoners overtook him, seized him, and tried to rob him.  They 
afterwards took him into a watering place, got him on the ground, turned his trouser pockets out, and took from him a 
half crown and 2s, besides a letter, a tract, and a match-box.  They told him if he made a noise, they would kill him.  
They then tried to twist his neck, afterwards putting his head under a tap, and setting the running water.  He offered 
to give them two sovereigns if they would not kill him.   
 
His cries for help aroused Mr Elijah Lambert, landlord of the Crown Inn, who ran to his assistance.  On hearing him 
coming, they made their escape.  Mr Lambert said when he arrived, the prosecutor could not speak, and in a few 
more minutes the poor fellow would have died.  The prisoners pleaded not guilty and were committed for trial. 
Western Gazette Friday 06 September 1878 

 
1881 Mr Elijah Lambert of the Crown Inn, Tisbury, was granted an occasional licence for a fete on 13

th
 inst. 

Western Gazette Friday 08 July 1881 
 

1890 To Job Wastfield, one of the Overseers of the Poor of the Parish of Wardour, and to the Superintendent of Police of 
the Division of Tisbury and Mere, in the County of Wilts: I, ELIJAH LAMBERT, in the Parish of Wardour, in the County 
of Wilts, Innkeeper, HEREBRY GIVE YOU NOTICE: 

 
That it is my intention to apply at the Adjourned General Annual Licensing Meeting for the Division of Tisbury, in the 
said County, on the 25

th
 day of September next ensuing, for a LICENCE for the Sale of Spirits, Wine, Beer, Porter, 

Cider, Perry, and other Intoxicating Liquors, to be drunk or consumed in a certain house and in the premises 
thereunto belonging, situate at the corner of the High Street and the new road leading to the said Petty Sessions Hall, 
which I intend to keep as an Inn, Alehouse, or Victualling House. Given under my hand this 28

th
 day of August, One 

Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety.  The X mark of Elijah Lambert.  Witness J.S. Norris, Accountant, Tisbury. 
Western Gazette Friday 05 September 1890 



1891 Mr Flower, of Fontmell Magna, applied that the licence of the Crown Inn, Tisbury, should be held over to the next 
Court, the business of the inn in the meantime being carried on by Mr Henry Furnell.  Granted. 
Western Gazette Friday 24 April 1891 

 
1891 An accident, attended with disastrous results, occurred on Friday to Mr Elijah Lambert.  Mr Lambert was at the 

station yard in charge of two horses attached to a waggon.  The horses were frightened and bolted, and Mr Lambert, 
in endeavouring to pull them up, broke one of the reins.  He was thus thrown over the side of the waggon but in 
falling, one of his feet caught in the shafts, and in this perilous position was dragged over the rough road, his head 
and face suffering severely.  He was also kicked by one of the horses and had a rib broken.   
 
The waggon, colliding with the goods shed, Mr Lambert’s foot was released, but he was thrown with such violence 
against the shed that his skull was fractured.  He was conveyed to his home in High Street in an insensible condition 
and some long time elapsed before he regained consciousness.  Dr Ensor was in attendance, and although the 
unfortunate man is believed to be out of danger, it will be a long time before he will be able to resume his occupation. 
Western Gazette Friday 02 October 1891 

 
1891 The licence of the Crown Inn, Tisbury, transferred from Mr Elijah Lambert to Mr Henry Furnell 

Western Gazette Friday 15 May 1891 
 

1895 The Crown Inn - the licence of this inn was fully transferred to Mr Sibbeth of Fontmell Brewery 
Western Gazette Friday 17 May 1895 

 
1895 Mr Sibbeth applied for the transfer of the licence of the Crown Inn, Tisbury, from himself to Mr Frederick Walden, late 

of Boscombe, Bournemouth.  Several excellent testimonials were read and the transfer was granted. 
Western Gazette Friday 19 July 1895 
 

1896 On Mr Frederick Walden, of the Crown Inn, Wardour, applying for the renewal of his licence, Superintendent Fox 
stated that about a fortnight since he found it necessary to caution the applicant in consequence of his having 
permitted persons to be on his premises after closing time at night.  He must say, however, that Mr Walden had 
improved the conduct of the house since he had been there.  The applicant stated the persons found at the house 
were the Secretary and Treasurer of the Slate Club, that they were discussing business, and that they had nothing 
before them in the way of drink when the police entered.  The Bench granted the renewal, the Chairman pointing out 
that Mr Walden must be more careful in future. 
Western Gazette Friday 28 August 1896 

 
1896 Mr Kent, of Shaftesbury, on behalf of Messrs Sibbeth, under the House Act of 1878, for the absolute transference of 

the licence of the Crown Inn, Tisbury, from F Walden, the late occupier of the house, who had gone away, to Daniel 
Wright, of Blandford.  The application as granted. 
Western Gazette Friday 23 October 1896 
 

1898 The members of the Wardour Slate Club held their annual dinner in the Victoria Hall on Wednesday evening. An 
excellent spread was provided by Mr Wright.  (part article only) 
Western Gazette Friday 23 December 1898 
 

1901 This annual fixture of the Wardour Slate Club took place at the Crown Inn yesterday week, when there was a good 
number present. Dinner was provided by Mr D Wright.  (part article only) 
Western Gazette Friday 29 March 1901 

 
1904 Important Sale of Licensed Property 

Messrs Waters & Rawlence, of Salisbury, acting under the instructions of Messrs Sibbeth Bros submitted for sale by 
auction on Wednesday in last week, in 21 lots, the residence, brewery premises, and licensed houses forming the 
Fontmell Magna Brewery.   The sale resulted as follows ..……   Lot 4, the Crown Inn, Tisbury, starting at £1,000, 
reached £2,000 at which price it was sold to Gibbs Mew & Co (part article only) 
Western Gazette 16 December 1904 

 
1917  
 

 
 

  
 

 
 
 
 
1926 The annual fete in connection with the Crown Inn Slate Club, Tisbury, was held on Saturday in fine weather. Dinner 

was served in the old Club-room, under the presidency of the Rev M. W. Lumsden, who was supported by the Vicar 
An excellent meal was provided by Mr and Mrs L Gale. (part article only) 
Western Gazette Friday 10 September 1926 

 
1930 The Old Wardour Catholic Benefit Society annual fete took place on Whit Monday in the grounds of Old Wardour 

Castle.  The weather was perfect and the magnificent setting was at its best.  The late holiday found the grounds 
ablaze with rhododendrons ……. The President proposed “the health of Mr Gale, the caterer” (of the Crown Inn, 
Tisbury), and Mr Gale replied.  (part article only) 
Western Gazette Friday 13 June 1930 



 
Western Gazette Friday 06 March 1931 

 
1932 When most things like village slate clubs, languishing for years, are gradually falling out altogether, it is interesting to 

find that the Crown Inn Slate club at Tisbury last year increased its membership.  
 
The annual dinner held at the Crown Inn on Saturday was not so well attended as is generally the case. This was 
due to an unfortunate clash in a number of local engagements, but the affairs of the club were shown to be in a 
remarkably healthy condition. The dinner, an excellently served meal provided by Mr and Mrs Tucker, was followed 
by the annual sports and fete in a near-by field. 
Western Gazette Friday 22 July 1932 

 
1933 The Tisbury branch of the National Union of Agricultural workers held their annual dinner on Saturday evening at the 

Crown Inn, Tisbury …..  The final toast was that of the Host and Hostess, Mr and Mrs G W Tucker, which was 
cordially drunk on the proposition of Mr Scammell.  (part article only) 
Western Gazette Friday 24 November 1933 
 

1935 The Crown Inn Slate Club, Tisbury, held its annual dinner and fete on Saturday in ideal weather. It was so happily 
favoured by the weather that it suffered in consequence, for many of the members were detained at haymaking.  
There was, however, a good muster, and the features which made these functions red-letter days in the rural 
calendar of a bygone age were all there even if the celebrations were of a subdued character - the ample spread, the 
band, the procession, sports, competitions and roundabouts.   
 
The Rev McTear proposed “The Host and Hostess” and Mr G Tucker, who is also treasurer of the Club, replied. After 
the dinner the members formed in procession and, led by the Ansty Band, marched to the field for the fete. 
Western Gazette Friday 12 July 1935 

 

 

Western Gazette Friday 23 August 1935 

 
1939 The following, summoned for having failed to comply with the lighting regulations, were dismissed with a caution ….. 

Wm G Tucker, Crown Inn, Tisbury. (part article only)   
Western Gazette Friday 06 October 1939 

 
 

  Landlord       Source 

1855-1865 William Bugg      Post Office Directory 1855/Sherborne Mercury Tuesday 13 Jun 1865 

1866-1868 Geo (Sam) James      W Gazette Friday 03 Aug 1866/W Gazette Friday 08 May 1868 

1868-1875 Charles Oliver      W Gazette Friday 08 May 1868/Kelly’s Directory 1875  

1878-1890 Elijah Lambert      W Gazette Friday 06 Sep 1878/W Gazette Friday 05 Sep 1890 

1891-1893 Henry Furnell         Wardour Census 1891/Register of Licences  

1894-1895 George Hollis      Register of Licences 

1895  P F T Sibbeth      Register of Licences/W Gazette Friday 17 May 1895 

1895-1896 Frederick Walden      W Gazette Friday 19 Jul 1895/W Gazette Friday 28 Aug 1896 

1896-1917 Daniel Wright      W Gazette Friday 23 Oct 1896 

1917-1923 Edith Luckly Green      Register of Licences/Kelly’s Directory 1923 

1924  Frederick Jas Gray      Register of Licences 

1926-1930 Leslie H Gale      Register of Licences/W Gazette Friday 13 Jun 1930  

1930-1935 Geo Wm Tucker      Register of Licences 

 1936  Wm George Tucker      Register of Licences  
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