
Riot at Pythouse 1830/31 
 
 
On Thursday morning, the Hindon troop, in consequence of information which had been received here, marched westward, on 
the road to Dinton, Tisbury, &c.  Whilst they were at the former place, intelligence arived that a large mob had assembled near 
Pythouse.  The troop hastened forward with all speed, but arrived too late to save Mr Benett’s thrashing machine, at the home 
farm, from destruction.  The mob had just quitted that spot to go to Lindley farm, where they succeeded in breaking another 
machine, also the property of Mr Benett.   
 
The troop first got sight of them as the were quitting this farm, and ascending a hill on the road to Tisbury; it then divided itself 
into two squadrons, near a plantation of fir-trees, one going to the right, and the other to the left.  The road being narrow, for the 
space of more than a hundred yards, the mob, stationed among the trees, pelted the military with stones as they were passing .  
At the end of the plantation, where the two squadrons met again, the mob commenced a furious attack on them.  They were 
armed with bludgeons, pick axes, hatchets, and other deadly weapons, besides stones.  The greatest patience and 
forebearance were shown for a long time by the cavalry; but common patience has its limits.  Men cannot sit quietly on their 
horses to be wounded or cruelly butchered.   
 
A general charge was made on those misguided men, and some pistol shots were fired and sabre wounds inflicted.  The  result 
was, that a man of the name of Harding, was killed, and many were severely wounded, one of them very dangerously.  25 were 
captured, and brought in carts under escort of the cavalry, to Fisherton Gaol, whre they were all lodged before midnight.  
Several of the Hindon troop were also wounded, but not severely.  We should state, that, before the mob began breaking the 
thrashing-machines, they had assembled at Mr Benett’s house, who, on remonstrating with them in his magisterial capacity, 
was struck with stones, as was also Mr Legg, his bailiff. 
 
We have given above an account of what has taken place within the immediate sphere of our own observation, and of the 
conflict near Tisbury; but the whole county has been in a state of great agitation during the past week.  We have heard of a 
conflict at Knook, where the rioters were discomfitted, and several prisoners taken. We have also a private letter from 
Marlborough, detailing the tumultuous proceedings in the neighbourhood of that place, and of Pewsey and Swindon.  It appears 
that on all occasions the farmers, tradesmen, and yeomanry did their duty manfully and stood well by one another.  
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COMMITTED TO FISHERTON GAOL 
Edmund White, of Tisbury, blacksmith, charged with having riotously assembled, with others, in the farmyard of John Benett 
Esq and destroyed a thrashing machine and other farm implements. 
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SPECIAL COMMISSION FOR WILTSHIRE 
Salisbury, Monday, Dec 27 
 
The Commission for holding the Special Assize for the County of Wilts was opened at three o’clock this day, by Mr Sergeant 
Wilde, who had come from Winchester for that purpose.  The Court, after the usual formalities had been gone through, 
adjourned till Friday next, at ten o’clock in the morning. 
 
The calendar now contains the names of upwards of 300 prisoners, and is daily increasing. 
 
The day fixed for the opening of the Commission for Dorsetshire is the 10

th
 of January, but it is feared that the business for this 

county will not be completed by that time. 
 
Great alterations have been made in the Courts, in order to accommodate the Judges and the other Commissioners, and some 
curtains have been put up to screen their Lordships from the draught occasioned by the number of doors which open into the 
courts.  It is, however, to be lamented, that, notwithstanding the large sum which was expended in erecting these courts, it was 
omitted to place fire-places, or stoves, which would be very acceptable at this inclement time of the year. 
 
FRIDAY.  The Judges arrived in this city today about a quarter before two o’clock.  They were attended by the High Sheriff, and 
about 100 of the yeomen and Gentry of the county, on horseback, and the carriages of several of the Nobility closed the 
procession.  At the entrance of the city, they were met by the Mayor and Corporation, in eight carriages, who preceded the 
Learned Judges on their way to the Cathedral.  The streets were lined on both sides by 400 of the special constables of the 
city.  At the Cathedral, they were received by the Dean, Canons, and other dignitaries.  An admirable Sermon was preached on 
the occasion, by the Sheriff’s Chaplain, the Rev Mr Kitson, from 1 Peter, ii 15 “As free, and not using your liberty for a cloak of 
maliciousness, but as servants of God”.  The Learned Judges afterwards retired to their lodgings. 
 
SATURDAY.  This morning, the Commissioners, Mr Baron Vaughan, Mr Justice Parke, and Mr Justice Alderson, the Marquess 
of Lansdowne, as Lord Lieutenant of the County; the Earl of Radnor, and T.G.B. Estcourt Esq took their seats in the Nisi Prius 
Court; immediately upon which the names of the Grand Jury were called over, and the following gentlemen answered, and 
were sworn - John Benett Esq MP, Sir J D Astley, Bart MP, Sir Edward Poore Bart, Sir E Antrobus Bart, Wadham Wyndham 
Esq MP, Robt Gordon Esq MP, P Methuen Esq, G W Wroughton Esq, William Wyndham Esq, Alex Powell Esq, E Warrener 
Esq, Harry Biggs Esq, Geo Eyre Esq, Wm Fowle jun Esq, W H Ludlow Esq, T B M Baskerville Esq, Geo P Scrope Esq, Fulwar 
Craven Esq, Geo Monkland Esq, Thomas Grove jun Esq, Ambrose Hussey Esq. 
 
The Proclamation against Vice and Immorality having been read, Mr Justice Parke proceeded to deliver the Charge, which in 
substance was the same as that delivered by Mr Baron Vaughan, at Winchester, and which we gave at such great length, that 
there is no necessity for doing so on the present occasion.  His Lordship adverted to the spirit of insubordination which had 
existed in this county, and which had made it advisable to issue the Special Commission.  



 
It had been said that these occurrences had been occasioned by distress.  No doubt distress had prevailed, but at the same 
time it should be recollected that the acts which had been perpetrated had the very contrary effect to ameliorating the condition 
of those who suffered; and those who had been guilty of such conduct, when convicted, would have to suffer under the different 
penalties of that law which they had violated.  The consequence had been, that the peaceable and well-disposed had suffered 
great losses, and an unusual degree of anxiety and alarm had taken possession of men’s minds, even in those parts of the 
kingdom which had been exempt from more immediate anxiety.   
 
He was sure that it was unnecessary for him to express the confidence he felt, that they, and all who were placed in a superior 
station, would, not merely feel for the distress where it existed, with the kindness of fellow creatures, but would exert 
themselves in every way to alleviate the misery of the poor, and remove the cause of it, which all were bound to do whom 
Providence had blessed with wealth and power.   
 
The spirit of insubordination had not been confined to those who were distressed, but (as was apparent in the adjoining county) 
a great many others, whose wages were such as to place them far above want, had joined with and excited those whose 
situations were not so good.  Blacksmiths, carpenters and artisans, and men in a superior condition of life, were to be found 
among the foremost of those who had been guilty of destroying machinery, and committing other outrages, and had 
endeavoured to destroy that bond of good will which ought to exist between the higher and lower classes of society. 
 
They had great reason to think, from what had been experienced in other places, that the farmers themselves had urged them 
on, with a view to obtaining a reduction of the rents and the tithes.  Such conduct ought not to be passed over with impunity, 
and if any such were present, they ought to know, that such a violation of the law would not be permitted.  The only remedy, 
under these circumstances, was, to administer the law, and in performing these duties, they would proceed in the same manner 
as at an ordinary assize.  They would forget all they had heard out of doors, and consider each case with calmness, and decide 
alone upon the evidence brought before them.  His Lordship then explained the law as it related to the different charges 
contained in the calendar, and the Grand Jury retired to their chamber. 
 
After an absence of some time, the Grand Jury returned a true bill against the following prisoners, for destroying a thrashing-
machine: James Blandford, aged 28, Sam Barrett 30, Rd. Pitman 29, James Mould 23, Sam Banstone 41, Thos Vining 19, Jas 
Mould 33, Thos Topp 20, Sam Eyres 30, Thos Rixen 45, Edmund White 20, John Jerrard the younger 22, Wm Snook 32, 
Thomas Burt, John Target the younger, Andrew Moxam 23 and John Barnett, were indicted for breaking and destroying a 
thrashing machine, the property of John Benett Esq on the 25

th
 of November. 

 
The Attorney General stated the case: 
John Benett, Esq - In consequence of information he received, he rode about three or four miles from his house, between 9 and 
10 o’clock.  He saw about 400 persons in the road, at a lime-kiln, near Hindon.  They had large bludgeons, hatchets, hammers, 
very large sticks, and weapons of various descriptions.  Jerrard, who is not in custody, wore a sash of party-colours, and 
carried a large stick.  Jerrard, the younger, now at the bar, also wore a sash.  Witness spoke in a firm tone of voice to the elder 
Jerrard, and said he was sorry to see him heading a mob, and that he was placing himself in great danger.  Witness entreated 
the prisoner, Jerrard, to pull off the sash and get into the rear, for an example would be made of some of them, and that sash 
would hang him.  Prisoner said he did not care.  He came close to witness’s horse.  Witness then asked the mob generally 
what they complained of?  They said they were going to break all the thrashing machines in the county, and they would have 2s 
a day. 
 
Witness told them there was a proclamation offering a reward for every person who was detected breaking a thrashing machine 
and 500/. for the detection of any one burning.  Witness told them, that if they would go home, he would take care they should 
have as much as others might think of obtaining by their bad conduct.  The mob went on.  Witness followed them till they 
stopped at Mr Candy’s farm.  Saw some of them rush into a blacksmith’s shop, whilst others were breaking the machine 
belonging to Mr Candy.  Followed them till they got to a machine belonging to Mr Lampard of Lawn Farm.  Did not lose sight of 
the Jerrards.  Witness returned to his own farm, called Pythouse.  There were 500 men at the time.  Saw the prisoner 
Blandford.  It was the same mob.  Never lost sight of them.  Witness had a thrashing machine at Pythouse farm, worked by six 
horses.  Told the mob he could not stop them by force, but entreated them not to proceed to extremes, as he could afterwards 
punish them.  All could hear this.   
 
They then broke open the door of the barn, and commenced breaking the machine.  Witness remained on his horse about 10 
minutes, when, to his surprise, the mob appear to stop, and witness received a blow on his head, which for a minute deprived 
him of his senses.  When he came to himself, he discovered that his horse had taken him away, unknown to him, into a lane, 
where he got entangled with some cart horses.  Stones were pouring at him in all directions.  Did not see Blandford break his 
machine, but he was in the yard.  Had seen him breaking other persons’ machines.  Had kept the mob in view three hours or 
more, during which time he saw them breaking machines at Candy’s, Lampard’s and Lawn Farm.  At the last place, Blandford 
had a sledge-hammer in his hand, and was very actively employed. 
 
Cross examined by Mr Smith.  Three parts of the mob out of four were actively engaged in breaking witness’s machine.  Did not 
see them bring weapons out of the blacksmith’s shop, though, on their coming out, the number of weapons appeared to have 
increased.  Thinks he could have induced some of the mob to have left, if it had not been for two of them.  Saw some dragged 
along by others.  Blandford was one of the leaders.  When witness was endeavouring to dissuade them from continuing their 
acts, the leaders held up sticks in a menacing way.  Saw many large sledge hammers.  At the lime kiln, saw about 70 or 80 
young men disposed to leave them; but the leaders would not allow them.  The mob often cheered me, and said they had no 
personal objection to me, but they would break every machine in the county, mine as well as the rest. 
 
Cross examined by Mr Eel.  Did not hear Mr Lampard say, when his machine was being broken, that he would give his 
consent, for it would be better both for the farmers and labourers that every machine in the parish should be broken. 
 
By the Court.  Saw Samuel Barrett in the mob several times during the day. 
 



John Brigell, carter to Mr Benett, identified Charles Jerrard, Jas Blandford, John Barrett, Wm Snook, Samuel Eyres, Jas Mould 
(of Hatch, a grocer), Thos Topp, Thos Viney and Andrew Moxam.  They were all in the mob.  Witness had a waggon and six 
horses.  The mob told him to hitch off.  They took off one, and witness took off the others.  Saw some of them take stones from 
the stone heaps, and put them in their pockets. 
 
By the Court.   Spoke to Blandford on the road. 
 
Cross examined by Moulds.  Saw you at Lawn farm with the mob.  Did not see you do any thing.  You did not throw any stones.  
John Jay, of Tisbury, was at Pythouse farm on the 25

th
 November.  Saw Mould, of Hatch, there.  He had an axe or hatchet in 

his hand, and was very near the barn door, forcing out a bit of wood, which was the great support to the horse house, the roof 
of which shortly after fell.  Saw Thos Vining throwing down a wall.  He had a pick axe.  Saw Mould, of Tisbury, with a stick in his 
hand.  Saw C Jerrard there. 
 
Cross examined by J Mould, of Hatch.  Saw you force a piece of wood out. You laughed, and appeared to be pleased with your 
work. 
 
James Jay, bailiff to Mr Benett, saw Samuel Banstone striking the machine.   
 
Thomas Ball, coachman to Mr Benett, saw Snook in the yard with a stick.  Mr Benett asked him if they were come to break his 
machine.  Snook replied that they were, and walked into the wheel house.  Thomas Topp had a road hammer in his hand.  Did 
not see him do anything with it; but saw him come up towards Mr Benett, and throw a stone, which witness thinks was the one 
which hit that gentleman, as he immediately saw him without his hat.  Blandford and Mould (of Tisbury) were in the mob. 
 
Job Uphill proved that Thos Burt was cutting a piece of timber with an axe, on the roof of the wheel house.  Blandford was 
inside the barn, beating part of the machine.   Banstone was there.  Thos Vining was pulling down part of the wall with a pick 
axe.  Thos Topp was there.  Snook and John Barrett were there.  The mob were one hour and a half breaking the machine. 
 
G Turner saw John Barrett breaking part of the machine.  Samuel Barrett and Snook were there. 
Charles Wilkins, a blacksmith, saw Pitman breaking the machine; spoke also as to Thos Topp and J Barrett. 
Wm Wards identified Blandford, Eyres and Rixen. 
John Wilkins identified Edmund White as having a sledge hammer in his hand. 
 
Other witnesses were called, who clearly proved that all the prisoners were active in, or present at, the breaking of the 
machines, with the exception of White, who was proved to have been in the yard at Pythouse farm, about half an hour after the 
machine had been broken, and the majority of the mob had left. 
 
Mr Baron Vaughan.  Gentlemen of the Jury, the prisoner White has not been proved to have been present at the breaking of 
the machine, and therefore he cannot be considered as implicated under this indictment. 
 
The Learned Judge then called upon the other prisoners for their defence. 
 
The majority of them stated that they had been pressed by the mob, and expressed their sorrow for having joined them.  Lord 
Arundell, J Benett Esq MP and several other highly respectable gentlemen, gave Pitman, Mould, Snook, Vining, Rixon and 
Moxam, excellent characters. 
 
Mr Baron Vaughan summed up the evidence as it affected each prisoner, and the Jury returned the following verdicts:- 
 
James Blandford, Sam Barrett, Rd Pitman, James Mould, Sam Banstone, Thos Vining, Jas Mould, Thos Topp, Sam Eyres, 
Thos Rixen, John Jerrard the younger, Wm Snook, Thomas Burt, John Target the younger and John Barnett, Guilty.   
 
Edmund White and Andrew Moxam, Not guilty.   
 
The Jury returned their Verdict at quarter past nine o’clock. 
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SPECIAL COMMISSION FOR WILTSHIRE 
Salisbury, Monday, Jan 3 
 
At 12 o’clock this day, Mr Justice Alderson, and T G B Estcourt Esq MP went into the Crown Court.  
(Before Mr Justice Alderson and T G B Estcourt Esq MP) 
 
James Blandford 28, Richard Pittman 29, James Mould, of Tisbury, 23, Edmund White 20, John Barrett 24, and Thos Abree 23 
were indicted for having feloniously destroyed a thrashing machine, the property of J Benett Esq at Lindley Farm, in the parish 
of Tisbury, on the 25

th
 Nov (the whole of the prisoners were tried on Saturday, except Abree, on another indictment, when all 

but White were found guilty). 
Mr Sergeant Wilde, in stating the case, observed that the introduction of machinery into this country had enabled it to 
manufacture various articles of use, and supply to those countries to which formerly the English had themselves been obliged 
to apply for them; the use of the machinery had consequently tended to cause an increase of labour. 
 
John Jay, who resides at Tisbury, was at Lindley Farm on the 25

th
 Nov when he saw a mob of about 700 or 800 men and 

women, come there, who proceeded to demolish the machinery.  Prisoner Blandford was among them, and said, on their 
departure “we are going down to Pythouse again, to have a row, or a little bit of a start”, he did not know which.   
 



Blandford exclaimed, that the witness had sworn very falsely, as a great many others had.  He was never near the barn and 
witness had never seen him there. 
 
Wm Woods identified John Barrett, who had a stick in his hand (the one now produced), about five feet long, six inches in 
circumference, and weighing about 6 or 7lbs,  Abree, Blandford and Pitman, as having been busily engaged in the destruction 
of the machine. 
 
Blandford - You never saw me, I do know; there were numbers of frocks like mine.  You must have had very good eyes to have 
seen me.  I was not in the barn at the time you mention, and if you did see me, you must have seen through the barn.  As long 
as you say what’s true, I won’t deny you, but when you don’t, I’ll tell you so as long as I have a hair on my head. 
 
C Wilkins saw James Moulds beating part of the machine at Lindley Farm.  Blandford and Pittman were similarly employed. 
Moulds told witness he spoke falsely; he’d kiss the book a hundred times to it. 
Pittman said, Lord, your soul is gone, man! 
 
Thomas Jay, John Wilkins and G Turner identified White and Abree. 
Moulds, in his defence, said he had been compelled to join the mob. 
 
The Earl of Arundell, and several other witnesses, gave the prisoners Abree and White most excellent characters, as did also 
Henry Bristol, the overseer of the parish in which he resided, John Barrett. 
 
Mr Justice Alderson summed up, and the Jury brought in a verdict of Guilty against Blandford, Pittman, Moulds, White, Barrett 
and Abree, but recommended the four last to mercy. 
 
TUESDAY.  Nisi Prius Court.  This morning, at nine o’clock, the three Learned Judges, the Marquess of Lansdowne, the Earl of 
Radnor, and T G B Estcourt Esq MP having taken their seats, the following convicted prisoners were placed at the bar to 
receive their sentences: 
 
James Blandford 28, Samuel Barratt 30, Richard Pitman 29, James Moulds, of Tisbury, 23; Samuel Banstone 41, Thomas 
Vining 19, James Moulds, of Hatch, 39; Thos Topp 20, Samuel Eyres 30, Thos Rixon 45, Edmund White 20, John Barrett 21, 
Charles Jerrard 22, Wm Snook 32, Thos Burt 26 and John Target 29. 
 
Mr Baron Vaughan said that the above prisoners had been severally convicted of the serious offence of destroying a thrashing 
machine, belonging to John Benett Esq.  The Legislature had thought fit to give its special protection to this kind of property, by 
appointing the punishment of transportation for seven years on its destruction; and he had no hesitation in saying, that had the 
outrages which have taken place in this and the adjoining counties, been anticipated, the punishment would have been more 
severe.  These outrages were of a premeditated and aggravated nature and called for the utmost severity of the law.  It had 
been suggested that many of the prisoners were agricultural labourers, and suffering great distress, but to suppose that the 
distress had been aggravated by the use of machinery was a most gross delusion.  Everybody knows that the times are not 
favourable, but persons must submit to the visitations of Providence.  
 
His Lordship concluded by sentencing Blandford, who acted as the ringleader, to 14 years transportation; Samuel Barrett, R 
Pitman, Jas Moulds (of Tisbury), Samuel Branstone, Thos Vining, James Moulds (of Hatch), Thomas Topp, Thos Rixen, 
Edmund White, J Barrett, Charles Jerrard, William Snook and Thomas Burt each to seven years transportation; and Samuel 
Eyres and John Targett to one year’s imprisonment and hard labour. 
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To the Inhabitants of the Hundred of Dunworth, in the Division of Hindon, in the County of Wilts 
TAKE NOTICE, that an Action has been commenced by JOHN BENETT, of Pythouse, in the said county, Esquire, against the 
Inhabitants of the said Hundred, to recover compensation for the Damages which he has sustained by reason of the 
destruction, or part destruction, of certain Barns and Outhouses, together with divers Fixtures, Goods, and Chattels therein, 
the property of the said John Benett, at the parish of Tisbury, in the said Hundred and county, by a riotous and tumultuous 
assembly, on the twenty-fifth day of November last. 
  
And that the High Constable of the said Hundred, who was served with the process, has, in compliance with the provision of a 
certain Act of Parliament, passed in the seventh and eighth years of the reign of his late Majesty King George the fourth, given 
notice thereof to two Justices of the Peace of the said Hundred, who intend that an appearance should be entered in the said 
Action on behalf of the Inhabitants of the said Hundred, and that the said Constable should, with the consent and approbation 
of the said Justices, obtain a particular of the said Plaintiff’s demand, and suffer Judgement to go by default, and not defend 
the said Action.   

 
And further, that if you, the Inhabitants of the said Hundred, or any or either of you have, or hath, or know of any good ground 
of defence to the said Action, or are desirous that the same should be defended and brought to trial, you are required to make 
known the same to me, at my office in Shaftesbury, within seven days, from the date hereof, otherwise judgement will be 
suffered in manner herein before mentioned. 
Dated, this twenty-second day of April, 1831.  C.F. BUCKLAND, Defendants’ Attorney 
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