
Semley Inquests 1800 - 1899 
 

 
 
1819 Joseph Gray   

Mr Whitmarsh held an inquest at Semley on Monday last, on the body of Joseph Gray who destroyed himself by 
cutting his throat in the poorhouse in that place. The deceased had been blind for upwards of ten years, but was able 
to shave himself.  Many of his neighbours proved that for the last two or three years, he appeared clouded and 
bewildered in his imagination, lamenting to the clergyman (who often kindly attended him) that there was no ray of 
hope for him, that God had forsaken him, etc.  From many acts proved to have been committed by him, the Jury were 
induced to return a verdict of Lunacy.   Fifteen years ago, Mr Whitmarsh held an inquest on the wife of the above 
Joseph Gray, who drowned herself in the same parish. 
Salisbury and Winchester Journal February 08 1819 

 
1829 George Barber  

An inquest was held on Wednesday, at Semley, on the body of George Barber, a pauper, who, whilst at work on 
Semley Hill, fell, and expired in a few minutes.  Verdict:  Visitation of God 
Salisbury & Winchester Journal October 26 1829 

 
1835 Mary Day 

Mr Whitmarsh held an inquest on 22d at Semley, on the body of Mary Day, who was found dead in her bed-room.  
Deceased had been walking about during the day as well as usual, and previous to her being found as above, she 
had just taken in some clothes from the garden.  Verdict: Visitation of God 
Salisbury & Winchester Journal July 27 1835 

 
1836 Amos Miles 

Mr Whitmarsh held an inquest on Monday, at Semley, on the body of a lad named Amos Miles.  Deceased, about six 
o’clock on the previous Thursday evening, was seen by his master to take a gun from a hedge, and in a moment, the 
contents were discharged into his side.  The boy, it appeared, held the gun by the muzzle.  He was able to walk a few 
yards, but on seeing some blood about himself (for he did not feel hurt at first), he exclaimed “I am a dead man”.  He 
was taken home, and received every surgical assistance, but died early the next morning.  Verdict: Accident. 
 
Caution to Overseers:  Overseers are requested to employ steady persons as the bearers of information to the 
Coroner, since in the above instance, at Semley, the messenger, who left on Friday morning, did not reach the 
coroner’s residence, at Devizes, till Sunday, having spent the interim in visiting the public houses on the road. 
Salisbury & Winchester Journal September 19 1836 
 
Mr Whitmarsh held an inquest at East Knoyle on the body of Edward Scammell, who, on the previous Friday, has 
been fastened to a line at the top of a wagon load of straw, when the line snapped and the deceased fell to the 
ground and broke his neck.  Verdict: Accidental 
Salisbury & Winchester Journal September 19 1836 

 
1838 George Hull 

An inquest was held by Mr Whitmarsh on Monday, at Semley, on the body of George Hull, 66 years of age, who was 
found dead in his garden.  Verdict:  Visitation of God 
Wiltshire Independent Thursday 08 February 1838 

 
1843 Thomas Lampard  

An inquest was held by George Sylvester, Esq, at Barkers Hill in the parish of Semley, April 4
th
, on Thomas Lampard, 

aged 60 years.  He was subject to epileptic fits, and died suddenly whilst suffering an attack of this nature on the 
night of the lst inst.  Verdict: Natural Death 
Devizes & Wiltshire Gazette April 06 1843 

 
1852 James Edwin Wood 

An inquest was held by Mr Wilson on Friday last at Semley, on the body of James Edwin Wood, an infant aged nine 
weeks, who died on the Sunday morning previous, after a few hours’ illness.  The child not having been attended by 
a medical man, and having become convulsed shortly after taking some powders which had been procured at a 
druggist’s at Shaftesbury, an idea prevailed that the medicine might have been of an injurious character, or too 
powerful, but after an attentive investigation, the Jury were perfectly satisfied that the child died from suffocation, 
caused by an accumulation of phlegm in the windpipe, and that there was nothing in the medicine which could 
possibly have led to that result.  Verdict accordingly. 
Salisbury & Winchester Journal 26 June 26 1852 

 



1861 Henry Smith 
An inquest was held by Mr Wilson at Semley on 31st ult. on the body of Henry Smith aged 35 years when evidence 
to the following effect was taken.  William Brown of Sherborne stated that he was foreman of the ballast train on the 
Salisbury & Yeovil Railway.  The deceased was employed under him and was engaged on 30th January on filling 
ballast into the trucks. 
   
Witness, together with others, left the Semley station about 10 o'clock with the ballast train and stopped at the slip in 
the Pythouse cutting to take up some of the labourers.  They then started again and proceeded about 150 yards 
when the deceased attempted to step from one truck to another; he missed his footing and fell upon the line, four of 
the five trucks passed over his body and legs, killing him instantly.  The train was going very slowly at the time and 
the engine stopped within 30 yards.  Deceased was sober.  Verdict: Accidental Death.   
Salisbury & Winchester Journal February 02 1861 

 
1866 Charles James 

On Thursday last, an accident, unfortunately attended with fatal consequences, happened to a man named Charles 
James, a labourer of this parish.  It appears that the deceased, together with other men, was engaged in quarrying 
stone at a quarry on Harthill, a little distance from his home.  
 
Early in the morning he loosened a mass of stones at the top of the quarry and then incautiously, and against the 
remonstrances of his companions, went and levered below.  He had not been engaged long before the mass 
suddenly gave way and fell on him, mangling him in a frightful manner.  He was immediately dug out but he died 
soon afterwards.  Doctors Shettle and Foot were soon in attendance, but of course their professional skill was of no 
avail.  An inquest was held on the body, by Mr Cardwell, deputy coroner, and a verdict of Accidental Death was 
returned. 
Western Gazette May 11 1866 

 
1867 Baby Toogood 

On Friday morning a fatal accident occurred on the Little Down Road, leading to Semley Station, the suffer being a 
little boy about three years of age, the son of a labourer named Toogood.  The child was playing in the road opposite 
his home, and unfortunately ventured too near a passing waggon, when his clothes got entangled in the wheel, and 
the poor little fellow was dragged round until his head became jambed between the body and wheel of the waggon.   
 
An alarm was raised, and the child extricated, and taken to the house of his parents, by whom a medical gentleman 
was immediately sent for, but life was quite extinct.  An inquest was held on the body the same evening, before the 
borough coroner, Mr W H R Bennett, when the jury returned a verdict of Accidental Death. 
Salisbury & Winchester Journal Saturday 27 July 1867 
  

1868 Mark Harris 
An inquest was held by Mr Wilson, at Semley, on Monday, on the body of Mark Harris, aged eighteen months, son of 
George Harris, of that place, labourer.  Deceased was teething, and suffered from a cold; no danger was, however, 
apprehended, nor was any medical assistance procured.  His death was, therefore, unexpected.  From the 
symptoms, Mr Thompson, surgeon, attributed death to congestion of the lungs.  Verdict:  Visitation of God 
Salisbury & Winchester Journal Saturday 15 February 1868 

 
1868 Thomas Burden/Burton? 

On Tuesday night, this place was thrown into a state of the greatest excitement by a report which proved to be true, 
that a man by the name of Thomas Burden had cut his throat from ear to ear.   

 
A little girl had been staying with him during the temporary absence of a woman who lived with him.  This little girl 
went into the garden, and on her return, the door was locked.  Finding she could not get in, she went and told a 
neighbour, who thought he might be gone to lie down, and therefore took the girl into her house till her husband came 
home.  As, up till that time, nothing had been seen of Burden, a forcible entrance was made through an upstairs 
window; and, at the foot of the stairs, lay the body in a pool of blood, with his throat cut in a dreadful manner. 
Western Gazette March 27 1868 
 
Verdict on Suicide 
At the inquest on the body of Thomas Burton, who committed suicide under the circumstances described in our 
paper of last Friday, the jury returned a verdict to the effect that the deceased had destroyed himself while in a fit of 
temporary insanity. 
Western Gazette April 03 1868 

 
1869 Charles Vincent 

On Tuesday Mr Charles Vincent, farmer of Semley, accompanied by two other gentlemen, was riding towards 
Hindon, when he was thrown from his horse and kicked on the mouth and chest.  He bled profusely, and expired 
before medical assistance could be procured.   

 
An inquest was held at the Grosvenor Arms Hindon on Wednesday, when Dr Young said that death had been 
caused either by suffocation through blood entering the windpipe while the sufferer was unconscious, or by the 
dislocation of the vertebrae of the neck, caused by the violence of the kick on the mouth.  The wounds were not 
sufficient of themselves to cause death.  The jury returned a verdict of Accidental Death, stating that a post mortem 
examination was unnecessary. 
Western Gazette April 30 1869 

 
 
 



1870 Henry Bracher 
An awful instance of sudden death occurred in this place on the afternoon of Friday last.  Mr Henry Bracher, of 
Broad-oak Farm, after partaking of a hearty dinner, walked out into his fields in his usual health.  About four o’clock 
the same afternoon, two of his work boys found him lying on his face, quite dead.  An inquest was held on Monday, 
when a verdict of “Died from apoplexy” was returned. 
Western Gazette November 25 1870 

 
1872 John Ings 

Mr Wilson held an inquest here on Saturday, touching the death of John Ings, aged 11 years, who died on Thursday.  
On Wednesday, deceased complained of a pain in his back and a difficulty in opening his mouth.  Mr Thompson, 
surgeon, was called in and found the muscles of the body and the jaws locked.  They symptoms continued the same, 
death eventually taking place.  Death was attributed to idiopathic tetanus and a verdict to that effect was returned. 

  Western Gazette January 12 1872 
 

1875 William Bennett 
As William Bennett, aged 39, a farm labourer, in the employ of T Bracher Esq., of Broadoak, was leaving his work on 
Wednesday evening about eight o’clock, he went into a field belonging to Mr Shipman to assist in carrying hay.  He 
was loading on a wagon, from which he fell, and was so much injured that it was necessary to convey him home.  
The following morning, Dr Wilkinson of Shaftesbury, was called in, who found the poor man suffering from symptoms 
indicative of severe injury to the spine, from the effects of which he died about 36 hours after the accident.  An 
inquest was held by Mr Wilson, and the jury returned a verdict of Accident Death. 
Western Gazette August 06 1875 

 
1896 Harry Bailey 

On Monday about noon, Mr Harry Bailey, shoemaker, aged 59, was found dead in bed.  The deceased was a 
widower and occupied a small cottage at Barker’s Hill, living alone.  He was last seen alive by his son-in-law on 
Saturday night, November 28

th
, when he left the latter’s house to go home to his own cottage on the opposite side of 

the lane.   
 

The deceased had a son living at Rushmore, to whom he sometimes paid a visit, staying a week or more, and his 
non-appearance after this day caused no uneasiness as it was though he had gone to his son’s.  Mr Haskell, 
deceased’s son-in-law, on Monday entered the house by the bedroom window and found deceased in bed, dead.  By 
his appearance it is supposed that he had died in his sleep, and had been lying dead in the house from Saturday 
November 28

th
, until Monday last, December 7

th
.  An inquest was held on Wednesday; a verdict was returned in 

accordance with the medical evidence produced as to the cause of death. 
Western Gazette December 11 1896 
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