
Tisbury Celebrates Jubilee Day 1897 

 
 
On Jubilee-day the scheme resolved upon by the Commemoration Committee was most 
successfully carried into effect.  At the time appointed, three o’clock, the children of the three 
parishes of Tisbury under 14 years of age, children of the various schools being accompanied by 
their respective teachers, assembled in the Park-road, where they were each decorated with a 
medal, kindly given by Miss Chapman.  The children were then marshalled into procession order, 
this duty being undertaken by the Revs F E Hutchinson and B Shankland and Mr A C Randall.   
 
After singing “God Save the Queen” to the accompaniment of the band of 1 Company, 1

st
 WVC, 

the children, who numbered over 600, many of them carrying flags and banners, making a pretty 
sight, marched, headed by the band, to a field lent by Mr F Love, where, having been formed in a 
circle, they were provided with an excellent tea, after which the Vicar spoke a few well-chosen 
words to the young people, reminding them of what they were celebrating and of the goodness of 
Queen Victoria. 
 

Tickets were distributed to the children and on their production they will receive Jubilee cups.  These were to have been 
presented at the tea, but unfortunately there was a delay in transit and they had not arrived.   
 
Subsequently a long list of field sports took place including racing, the programme being well carried out and much enjoyed.  
Dancing was kept up with great spirit until 9 o’clock when “God Save the Queen” was played by the band.   
 
Many people afterwards visited Lady Down where a large fire, which had been provided by Mrs Morrison, was lighted at 10 
o’clock.  From the Down no less than 10 fires on surrounding hills could be seen, a sight quite re-paying the journey up the hill.   
 
In addition to the foregoing celebration, a dinner for adults was provided in a field lent by Mr Alford, to which about 400 sat 
down.  A small charge for admittance was made.  Mr F H Styring and Mr James Alford had agreed to make good any loss 
which might be incurred.  The dinner was a success and much enjoyed.  Subsequently dancing was engaged in to the strains 
of the Hindon Band which had been engaged for the occasion.   
 
The bells of the Parish Church rang merrily at intervals during the day.  All the rejoicings passed off very happily with the 
exception of an unfortunate accident in the morning to a young man named W Parham who, whilst assisting with a cannon from 
which it was intended to fire a royal salute, received rather serious injuries to his hands, the gun at the fourth round going off 
prematurely through being re-charged too quickly.  The sufferer was attended with all speed by Dr Ensor and was subsequently 
conveyed to Salisbury Infirmary. 
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Donation from the Queen 
In reply to a letter from the Rev F E Hutchinson, written on behalf of William Parham, who was injured at Tisbury on Jubilee-day 
by the premature firing of a cannon (and on whose behalf a subscription list had been opened), the following has been 
received: 
 
“Lieutenant Colonel Sir Fleetwood Edwards is commanded to acknowledge the receipt of the Rev F E Hutchinson’s letter of the 
10th inst and in reply to inform him that the Queen wishes Mr William Parham to receive £5.  Sir Fleetwood Edwards would be 
very much obliged to Mr Hutchinson if he would have the enclosed £5 note delivered to him as a donation from Her Majesty. 
 Dated July 15, 1897” 
 
It is gratifying to learn that the injured man is progressing very favourably although it will be some time before he will be able to 
resume his regular employment. 
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