
Tisbury Victory Scheme 1945 
 

Proposal to Buy Victoria Hall 
 

 
A public meeting was held at the Victoria Hall on Wednesday last week to consider a victory scheme for the parish; the hall was 
filled to capacity.  Mr T Doggrell presided and was supported by Brigadier R T Hammick DSO (Vice chairman), Mr W A Galliver 
(Hon treasurer) and Mr B Hebblethwaite (Hon secretary).  After briefly outlining the history of the Victory Fund, Mr Doggrell 
called upon Brigadier Hammick to put the Committee’s proposal before the public.  Brigadier Hammick said the Committee had 
set themselves the vast task of planning something which would serve as a memorial to those men and women of the Services 
who were killed or died on active service, and also as a mark of appreciation of the services of those who returned to Tisbury 
after completing their service.   
 
After the last war millions of pounds were spent setting up monuments but in a very few years the meaning of these 
monuments was forgotten.  A practical as well as a sentimental memorial was now contemplated.  The proposal of the 
Committee was that a village centre be established, round which the life of Tisbury would rotate.  In addition to the village hall, 
the centre would include buildings to accommodate all the organisations of the village, namely, club premises, British Legion, a 
reading room, Women’s Institute, youth organisation and Red Cross or District Nurse. 
 
Village centres were going to play an important part in the life of England and were encouraged by every department of the 
Government.  There was a chance of Tisbury being one of the first villages to realise this.  It was not possible to build now, but 
in Tisbury it was possible to make a start by acquiring the Victoria Hall at a reasonable price and, in due course, adapting it to 
the needs of a village hall.  Thus it was possible to begin on that part of the Village Centre which could, fortunately, earn 
money.   
 
Adjacent to the hall was a site owned by Lloyds Bank on which the Committee would like to erect the new buildings.  The Bank 
had been approached and had agreed to consider sympathetically any scheme put forward.  Thus there was the picture of a 
centre of the village, a building to which all, young and old, would come, either to the Club or to the meetings of various 
organisations and alongside it would be a hall for dances and entertainments.  Brigadier Hammick ended by saying that a vote 
on the proposition would be taken before the financial side of the question as dealt with, and after loud applause the Chairman 
called for a discussion on the Committee’s proposal, adding if there were any counter proposals, they should be brought up 
now. 
 
Capt Pauldem disagreed with the scheme generally and suggested that a grant of £5 be given to each serviceman and woman 
to enable him or her to look for work further afield.  He mentioned Cardiff and Bristol.  Mr Saunders said that the reverse should 
be their aim – they should try to provide facilities for enjoyment as well as work, and endeavour to keep the Servicemen in 
Tisbury.  Mr R Jackson, Vice Chairman of the ex-Servicemen’s Club, made a strong appeal for all to support the scheme as 
outlined by Brigadier Hammick.  He stressed the point that after the last war a chance was lost.  Another chance had come to 
the people of Tisbury.  Let them seize it.  A number of speakers were in favour of putting a few pounds in the pockets of the 
returned Servicemen and women. 
 
The question of finances was brought up, and Mr Galliver (Hon Treasurer) stated that the fund now stood at £462, raised by 
various efforts since October 1944.  Mr Wilkins suggested that this was a very creditable effort.  The Hon Secretary stated that 
there was a possibility of a grant from the Carnegie Trust and also from the Ministry of Education.  It was proposed that an 
appeal for donations be made, and that the public be invited to subscribe to a loan (free of interest). 
 
Capt G Bull criticised the scheme.  He agreed with a village centre for the use of the men, but he did not agree to the purchase 
of the hall as there were already good Club premises in Tisbury, which the late Mr Hugh Morrison had provided for ex-
Servicemen of the last war.  Any surplus of the fund could be used for improving those premises, which would give every facility 
the men were likely to want.  The hall was entirely out of date and was a white elephant.  Tisbury had always been well catered 
for in the way of entertainment.  Brigadier Hammick announced that several donations had been received but they were 
dependent on the acceptance of the scheme.  Mr W Foley then made the proposal that the scheme outlined by Brigadier 
Hammick be accepted.  This was seconded by Mr F Wilkins, and a show of hands gave a very large majority in favour. 
 
The Chairman announced that the Committee was prepared to resign en bloc.  Mr Hill proposed and Mr C Marshall seconded, 
that the existing Committee be asked to continue in office and carry on the good work.  Mr Wilkins proposed as an amendment 
that the Committee be empowered to co-opt members.  This was carried and the meeting terminated by Mr Galliver stating that 
a dance was now to take place, and reminding the audience that it was in aid of the Victory Fund. 
 
A correspondent writes:-  To those who supported the counter proposal that the Victory Fund should be devoted to entertaining 
the men and women when they return, giving each a small sum of money, it should be stated that although this might possibly 
be all very well as a tribute to the survivors, no-one could suggest that the relatives of the fallen would regard it as being in any 
way a memorial to those they have lost.  If such a proposal had been adopted, Tisbury would have been faced with the 
necessity of raising another fund to erect a war memorial or with the undesirable alternative of again being without any 
memorial.  Tisbury is to be congratulated on aiming at such a worthy memorial and it will surely stimulate all to work had to 
obtain the Village Centre which will serve primarily as a war memorial to those who have given their lives in the service of their 
country and secondarily, as a tribute to the ex-Servicemen and women who returned to Tisbury. 
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