
Opening of St. Leonard’s Church 1875 
 

 
 

Another handsome structure has been added to the number of ecclesiastical edifices which adorn the rural districts of 
England.  The village of Semley can now boast a parish church which, so far as perfect arrangements and an 
attractive appearance are concerned, may view with the finest structures in the county.  The new building, which was 
opened on Wednesday, occupies the site of the ancient church which it has replaced - on a gentle slope 
commanding a fine view of the neighbouring downs.   
 
Here, in the days of Saxon Edwy, the original church was founded; the foundation being in the possession of the 
nuns of the far-famed Wilton Abbey, with whom it remained until “Bluff King Hal” demolished all monastic institutions 
and scattered their riches among his favourites.  The church is dedicated to St. Leonard. 
     
With the exception of the chancel - built in 1866 by the Vicar, Rev. Henry Hall - the whole of the old church has been 
pulled down.  For many years it had been in a most dilapidated state and an application was made to the 
Marchioness of Westminster for aid in rebuilding it.  Her Ladyship, with her accustomed munificence, at once offered 
to rebuild the church, with the exception of the chancel, which of course required but little alteration, at her own 
expense; and her design has been carried out to the letter.  The foundation stone of the new, or rather almost new 
building was laid in March 1874.   
 
The present structure is built of dark durable stone, with Bath stone dressings.  It consists of a nave 53ft.6ins by 22ft; 
south aisle 53ft by 12ft; chancel and western tower.  The organ transept is at the east end of the aisle and leads to a 
commodious vestry.  At the west end of the church is a fine tower over 85ft in height, and crowned at one end by a 
handsome porch with arches.   
 
The chancel, built by the Rev. H. Hall, has been lengthened and an additional window placed in it.  The floors of the 
aisle are of encaustic tiles of neat pattern and the chancel is approached by a pavement of similar workmanship.  
The seats are open benches, stained and varnished, the reading desk and lectern are of carved oak and the pulpit is 
also of oak open work on a base of Calne stone and mounted by marble steps.  Haydon’s hot air stoves have been 
called into requisition for heating the building.  The windows are well executed in Bath stone, the traceries being of a 
varied character.   
 
The whole of the work has been admirably carried by Mr. T.B. Miles of Shaftesbury at a cost of £4,200 exclusive of 
the chancel.  The church is in the decorated style and the stone carving is after the model of the best period of 
English architecture.  Such is the building opened so auspiciously on Wednesday morning, when a large number of 
all classes belonging to the neighbourhood met together and attended Divine Service in the new and handsome 
church. 
 
The sermon on this occasion was preached by the Ven. Archdeacon Lear, the Rev. F.E. Hutchinson read the lessons 
and the Rev. R.N. Milford the prayers.  The choral part of the service was admirably rendered by a well-trained choir.  
The Ven. Archdeacon selected as his text, Micah iv.1 and 2. 
 
At the close of the service, Mr. Richardson, organist of Salisbury Cathedral, played several sacred pieces upon the 
new organ, which is the gift of the rector, Rev. H. Hall.  The instrument, built by Hill & Son of London, is of fine 
compass and exceedingly sweet tone. 
 
After the service, a large party sat down to luncheon in the schoolroom adjoining the church.  Among those present 
were the Marchioness of Westminster, Lady Theodore Grosvenor, Lady Mount Garrett, Mr. Benett Stanford and Mrs. 
Benett Stanford, Miss Macdonald, Miss Grove, Mr. Troyte Bullock, Mr. & Mrs. Fenwick, Mr. & Mrs. Fane, Mr. & Mrs. 
Lush, Donhead, Mrs Mair, Mr. & Mrs. du Boulay, Rev. G.I. and Miss Harkness, Miss Garrett and the Revs. W. 
Blackmore, W. Coxe Radcliffe, Fonthill Gifford, P. Hart Dyke, Compton Abbas, S. Addington, Tisbury, J. Marsham, 
Barton Seagrave, J. Baskett, Donhead St. Andrew, C.H. Cholmeley, Dinton, Dr. Bowne, the College Salisbury, A. 
Elton, Motcombe, R.N. Milford, Sedgehill, and T.E. Hutchinson, Tisbury.   
 
Before the company separated the Rev. H. Hall proposed in eulogistic terms “The Health of the Marchioness of 
Westminster” and referred in suitable terms to her Ladyship’s great munificence the result of which they had that day 
witnessed with such pleasure.  Another service was held in the church in the afternoon, the sermon being preached 
by the Rev. L.R. Henslowe of Zeals.                                                                
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