
Churchwardens’ Authority to Collect Dues during a Parish Vacancy 
 

 
 
Robert Joseph Phillimore, Doctor of Laws, Vicar General of the Right Reverend Father in God, Walter Kerr, by Divine Permission, Lord Bishop of Sarum and Principal of the Consistorial and 
Episcopal Court of Sarum, lawfully constituted. 
To our well beloved Charles Vincent and William Pike, Churchwardens of the Parish and Parish Church of Semley in the County of Wilts and Diocese of Sarum, Greetings.  Whereas the Rectory of 
the Parish Church of Semley by the death of Ralph Ord, Clerk, the late Incumbent thereof, is lately become void and now vacant and destitute of an Incumbent, We therefore, lest the Fruits, Tithes, 
Oblations, and other Ecclesiastical Rights and Profits of the said Rectory, any ways due or belonging  or which during the vacancy of the said Rectory shall become due, should be dilapidated, 
vested or put to wrong uses, all and singular the aforesaid Fruits, Tithes, Oblations, and other Ecclesiastical Rights and Profits to the said Rectory belonging or appertaining or which, during the 
vacancy thereof, shall belong or appertain for the use of the next incumbent there or such as shall have right to the same, have decreed should be sequestered , and by these presents do so 
sequester.  To publish therefore this our sequestration in such public and convenient Places whatsoever which to you shall seem meet.  And also to ask, levy, sequester and receive into your hands 
, and safely and securely under sequestration to preserve and keep all and singular the said fruits, tithes, oblations, and other the aforesaid profits, in whatsoever hands they now are or shall be, 
and to sell those things which are about to perish to the best advantage.  And with those Things so sequestered and received by you, to take care of the cure of Souls of the Parishioners of your 
said Parish, and to hear, pay and perform all other Burthens to the said church any ways incumbent.  And of the residue to make full and just account to us or our lawful surrogate when you shall be 
thereto required to the rise of the next incumbent, or such as shall have Right and Title to the same.  To you (on whose Fidelity we greatly rely in this behalf) we commit our authority, and grant you 
full power in the Lord by the tenor of these presents.  And we do ordain, make, depute, and constitute you by these Presents, Sequestrators and special Collectors of the Fruits and other Profits of 
the Rectory of Semley aforesaid. In testimony whereof we have caused the seal of our office to be hereunto affixed.  Dated at Sarum, this Fifteenth day of October in the year of our Lord one 
thousand eight hundred and fifty five.  Signed: Fitz Macdonald Registrar 
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