
Trapped Under Trailer 1950 
 

Inquest into Shaftesbury Farm Worker’s Death 
 

 
An accident on a steep hill leading to a farm between Middle Coombe and Windwhistle, when a 
tracter overturned, killing the driver, who was trapped beneath it, was described to the North 
Dorset Coroner (Mr W H Creech) and a jury at a Shaftesbury inquest on Tuesday.   
 
The inquest was on Denis Locker, aged 20, of 9 Old Boundary road, Shaftesbury, son of the late 
Mr George Lockyer, who was for many years licensee of the Kingsettle Hotel, Semley.  Deceased 
was employed as a farm worker by Mr W H Martin, of Bowmarsh Farm, Semley.  The tractor under 
which he was pinned had to be lifted by a breakdown vehicle before he could be released.  He was 
taken to Shaftesbury Hospital where he was found to be dead. 
 
A verdict of ‘Death my misadventure’ was returned by the jury.  colonel L C Evans, the foreman, 
said that as deceased was driving on what was a public highway, the jury did not consider the 
surface of the road was as it should have been and this  might have been a contributory cause of 
the accident. 
 

One of Lockyer’s companions at the time of the accident, Douglas Calude Dibben, of Bowmarsh Cottage, Semley, said that 
Lockyer and himself, with another man, left Bowmarsh Farm with the tractor and trialer.  Lockyer was driving the trailer and they 
went to Mr Cox’s farm at Windwhistle, where they picked up a load of sections of a Nissen hut, which were put on the trailer. 
 
When they approached the top of the hill, he (Dibben) got off the tractor and walked down to the bottom of the hill to stop 
anything that might be coming up.  When he was at the bottom, he heard the engine racing and popping.  “I looked round the 
corner, and saw both wheels of the tractor skidding” he said.  “The tractor swayed into one bank on the left hand side and then 
into the bank on the other side.  Then it overtunred with Denis underneath it.  The other man had already jumped off when it 
started skidding.” 
 
The Coroner:  What caused the accident? 
Witness:  I should imagine it was due to the surface of the road being wet, and the steepness of the hill. 
 
Replying to further questions, he said the load on the trailer was roped on properly and did not become displaced. 
 
John William Henry Peaty, of Semley Crossing Gates, said he was sitting by the side of Lockyer, who stopped at the top of the 
hill and changed into bottom gear, with the engine shut right down.  It crawled down the hill very steadily for about five yards, 
when suddenly it started banging and popping.  Lockyer put on the brakes to try and slow it down but when they had gone 
about 15 yards down the hill, he saw that it was gathering speed and began to sway, so he jumped into a bunch of nettles.  By 
the time he was on his feet again the tractor was round the corner and he did not see it actually overturn. 
 
Cause of Accident 
Witness, in reply to the Coroner, attributed the accident to the condition of the road. 
 
The employer, Wilfred Henry Martin, of Bowmarsh Farm, Semley, said the accident could have been due to dirt having been 
washed out on to the surface of the road, and this could have caused skidding. 
 
Police-Sergt Kempe (Tisbury) said originally the road had very deep ruts, but concrete was laid which now gave almost a 
complete concrete surface, but not level.  Farm vehicles, tractors and trade vehicles, used the hill daily and he had never had 
an accident reported there.  PC Miller (Shaftesbury) said the gradient was about one in three.   
 
Dr W M Chapman, who examined the deceased at hospital, said he formed the opinion that death had been caused by 
asphyxia due to compression of the chest.  The mother, Mrs Florence Agnes Lockyer, said her son had been driving a tractor 
since he was 17.   
 
The Coroner said he thought the jury could come to the conclusion that the trailer was loaded properly and that could not see 
that there had been any negligence on anyone’s part.  Deceased stuck to the tractor hoping against hope he could get it 
righted. 
 
Sympathy with the relatives was expressed by the Coroner, the foreman, and Mr E N G Arkell, representing Mr W H Martin.  Mr 
M K Collard appeared for the deceased’s family. 
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