
 
Dedication of Restored Roof 1938 

 
St John the Baptist 

 
 
 
The restored roof of the nave of St John’s Church, Tisbury, was 
dedicated by the Bishop of Salisbury, the Rt Rev Dr E Neville Lovett, 
at evensong on Thursday.   
 
The service was conducted by the Vicar, Canon A H Barnes, other 
clergy present being the Rev Alban E Blood, curate; the Rev Ernest 
Cross, R.D., rector of East Knoyle; the Rev C.A. Hutchinson, rector of 
West Monkton, Taunton, patron of the living of Tisbury and a former 
vicar; and the Rev H S Fussell, rector of Chilmark and a former 
curate of Tisbury.  The Bishop was accompanied by his domestic 
Chaplain, the Rev Walter Barton. 
 
Following the dedicatory prayers, the Bishop gave an address, in 
which he said that those who resided in and around Tisbury had 
inherited a most glorious church.  
 
 

They had got it on trust from their forefathers, and they had a church built on most generous lines, almost too big, he would 
imagine, for the parish now, but there must have been a time when the whole countryside filled the church.   
 
Now, alas the countryside was not so full of people as it used to be.  But there might very easily come a day when the size of 
that church would not be too great for the worshippers who gathered there.  They had restored a most beautiful roof.  It had 
cost them a lot of money, and he had no doubt that they had all been self-sacrificing in giving money that the roof of the old 
church might be handed down to those who came after.  They knew very well that if the roof was gone the rest of the building 
would soon follow. 
 
They owed something to the past, to the man who sat down and thought out that splendid church for Tisbury.  They owed 
something to the men who built it, to the masons and carpenters who, 700 years ago, worked day after day hewing out the 
pillars, fitting the arches, and putting on the roof.  How would they like their parish to be without its Sunday services?  They said 
of course not, but how were they going to shoulder the cross?   
 
What really carried on the spiritual life of the parish was, after all, not the beautiful and ancient Parish Church, but the spiritual 
determination of the people to worship.  Religion is not going to church, declared the Bishop, religion is Christ in the heart, 
Christ in the conduct, Christ in the witness, Christ in the spirit of love, in the spirit of unity, and in the spirit of forgiveness.  They 
had done a splendid work in putting the roof in order, because they hoped to meet there their friends and neighbours week by 
week in a spirit to do good to one another. 
 
The first Lesson was read by the Rev C A Hutchinson, and the second Lesson by the Rev Ernest Cross. Miss Harris was at the 
organ, and the Churchwardens, Captain Pauldon and Mr Percy S Randall, were present, as were also Mr J Freestone, the lay 
reader, and Mr J Andrieux, the verger. 
 
The collection was on behalf of the outstanding loan of just over £130. 
 
There was a full congregation at the church on Sunday evening, for a service of thanksgiving at which the address was given 
by the Archdeacon of Sarum (Canon P J Dale), who remarked on the wonderful beauty which had been re-discovered by the 
work of restoration. 
 
Canon Dale gave interesting details relating to the history of the church, parts of which, he said, dated from 1180.  Other 
portions were built in the Early English period of architecture - to which period their glorious Cathedral of Salisbury belonged - 
in the 14

th
 century when English Church architecture attained the summit of its beauty, and in 1680. Wherever they looked they 

could see evidence of how much their forefathers cared for their religion.  
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