
Inquest - Frank Bowles 1911 
 

 
The unfortunate death of Frank Bowles, a foreman platelayer in the employ of the London & South 
Western Railway Company, which occurred under unusual circumstances on Sunday afternoon, on 
the railway near Slate’s Lane Bridge, in the parish of West Tisbury, was enquired into at an inquest 
held at the Railway Hotel, Semley, on Monday, by the Coroner for South Wilts Mr W J Trethowan. 
 
Bessie Alice Bowles said that the deceased was her husband and lived at Semley. He was 45 years 
of age. There were ten children, nine of whom were living.  
 
Her husband left home for work on Sunday just after 4 o’clock. He was then in his usual health, and 
not at all deaf. 
  
Henry James Wilson, of Yeovil, an engine driver, said that on Sunday his engine was acting as pilot-
engine, and at 4.10pm he was going from Semley to Tisbury, running tender first, and as he was 
rounding the curve near Pyt House he saw Bowles walking towards Tisbury, about 100 yards in front 

of him. When he got nearer he saw the man was walking in the four-foot way of the set of rails on which his engine was 
running, so he immediately opened the throttle of his engine and kept it going. The whistle was in perfect order and could be 
heard for miles.  
 
Bowles made no movement as though he heard the whistle, so he put the brakes on full, but the engine was close on him, 
travelling from 25 to 30 miles an hour, but went over deceased at a very slow pace and stopped within two lengths on the other 
side of him.  He got out, and found Bowles lying across the four foot way, and went on to the gang which was working a quarter 
of a mile away and fetched an ambulance man.   

 
Claude Davolls, of Yeovil, the fireman of the engine, corroborated the driver’s evidence. He did not hear any cry or sound from 
Bowles, and could not tell where the engine struck him. They were running over the old line, not the line that was being 
repaired.  Henry Bagwell, of Stoford, said he was working on a ballast train from Yeovil to Tisbury for the purpose of re-laying 
the up-line between Semley and Tisbury. He was on the engine driven by Wilson, and saw the accident, and in his opinion it 
was caused by the man not getting out of the way. There was nothing to prevent the whistle being heard. 

 
John Thomas Ball, of Tisbury, a platelayer, who was acting as flagman on Sunday at Semley Bank (2½ miles from Semley 
Station), said he saw the pilot engine pass him at an ordinary pace. When passing, the driver applied his whistle and kept it 
going continuously for five or six minutes.   Previously to that, Bowles had come from the direction of Tisbury, and signalled “All 
right” to him, and then returned. He had known him six years, and he was not at all deaf, so he could not account for him not 
hearing the whistle. This engine always gave fair warning. 
 
Edward Plummer Davies, surveyor, of Tisbury, said he was driving towards Semley on Sunday, and when near Brimbleton 
Gate, about 300 yards from the railway, his attention was called to the engine which was running on the down line up towards 
Tisbury at from eight to ten miles an hour. Bowles was 300 yards in front of the engine, walking towards Tisbury at a good rate. 
When about 250 yards away the driver blew his whistle and kept it going. Plenty of warning was given to the deceased, but he 
seemed to take no notice and the engine struck him and knocked him into the air, and he fell on the track. 
 
William James Harris, medical practitioner of Shaftesbury said he saw the body on Semley Station on Sunday evening. The 
skull was severely fractured, especially on the right side. His left arm was also fractured. Death was due to laceration of the 
brain.  A verdict of Accidental Death was returned.     
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