
ANNUAL PLOUGHING MATCHES 1857 & 1858 
______________________ 

 
 

 
 

 
On Thursday, the 19

th
 inst., the first annual ploughing match of this society was held in a field of Mr Aplin’s.  A fine morning 

drew together a great number of spectators to witness the operations of the different competitors.  Early in the morning 45 
ploughs entered the field, and at ten o’clock started to compete for the various prizes.  The ploughing was so superior that the 
judges, Mr G Pope, Mr W Jeffery and Mr H Bristol, had very great difficulty in awarding the prizes, which were as follows: 
 

First Class:  Edwd Fletcher, ploughman to Mr Vigour, 2/.; James Grey, ploughman to Mr Gough, 1/.; W 
Fletcher, ploughman to Mr Vigour, 10s; James Ford, ploughman to Mr Ball, 7s 6d; Wm Combs, 
ploughman to Messrs Rawlings, 5s; John Woodley, ploughman to Mr Stacey, 2s 6d; Henry Snook, 
ploughman to Mr Aplin (highly commended); James Rumsey, ploughman to Mr Elliott (highly 
commended). 

 
Second Class:  Wm Togood, ploughman to Mr Rumsey 1/. 10s; Henry Woodley, ploughman to Mr J Corbin, 15s; Charles 
Barton, ploughman to Mr Parham, 7s 6d; William Smith, ploughman to Mr Stacey, 4s; Jas Maidment, ploughman to Mr J 
Rickets (highly commended);  John Gellif, ploughman to Mr Aplin (highly commended). 
 
Third Class:  Henry Snook, ploughman to Messrs Rawlings, 1/.; Charles Togood, ploughman to Mr Rumsey, 10s; Henry Paine, 
ploughman to Mr Parham 5s; Thos Sturdidge, ploughman to Mr Tuck, 2s. 
 
The dinner took place at the Seymour’s Arms Inn.  Alfred Seymour, Esq., in the chair; Mr J Corbin (secretary) vice-chairman.  
The chair was supported by M Jeffreys Esq and about fifty agriculturists of the neighbourhood.  The usual loyal toasts were 
given and duly responded to.  The successful candidates were then awarded their prizes and kindly addressed by the 
chairman.  After the healths of the chairman, H D Seymour Esq, M Jeffreys Esq and Mrs Jeffreys.  the Judges, Mr 
Farquaharson and his foxhounds &c., had been drunk, and “Our next merry meeting” given, the meeting broke up.  The 
ploughman sat down to a good dinner provided by the committee. 
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The second meeting of the East Knoyle Farmers’ Club for the encouragement of agricultural labourers, took place on Thursday 
se’nnight in a field in the occupation of Messrs Rawlins, of Pertwood.  The morning being fine, a large number of visitors, 
amongst whom were Mrs Seymour, Miss Seymour and Alfred Seymour Esq, were attracted to see the work of the different 
ploughmen.   
 
There were 30 ploughs entered to compete for the prizes.  There was certainly some very good ploughing in Class 1 for head 
carters, but as there was a considerable difference in the nature of the soil on either side of the land allotted, some of the best 
work did not show itself sufficiently to obtain a prize.  In Class 2, the ploughing of the under carters proved a decided 
improvement.  In Class 3, for boys under 18 years, was some very fair work, and promised well to compete in class 2 next year.   
 
An excellent dinner was provided at the Seymour Arms, by mine host Mr Ball, over which Alfred Seymour Esq presided, 
supported on the right by H Jefferies Esq and on the left by ? Stoddart Esq.  About 40 sat down and did ample justice to the 
viands, which were served up in first rate style. 
 
The cloth being removed the chairman gave the first usual loyal toast, with three times three.  The next toast was the “Prince of 
Wales, the Prince consort, and the rest of the Royal family”.  In giving this, the chairman called their attention to the examples 
the sons of royalty were setting Her Majesty’s subjects, the one by entering the navy, the other the army, to fight in common 
with their fellow countrymen, to maintain England’s rights (cheers).  Mr Parfit, a servant to the Prince of Wales, returned thanks 
in a very neat speech.  The “Army and Navy” was next given, and received, with vociferous cheering.  Next followed the 
“Bishop and Clergy of the diocese”.  The Chairman then proceeded to award the prizes, which were as follows: 
 

Class 1.  1st prize to Jas Grey, servant to Mr Gough, 2/.; 2
nd

 to William Fletcher, servant to Mr Vigour, 
1/.; 3

rd
 to Wm Toogood, servant to Messrs Rawlins, 10s; 4

th
 to Isaac Smith, servant to Mr Corbin, 5s.  

Bounty given by Mrs Jeffreys to those who did not win a prize, but whose work was worthy of merit:  to 
Stephen Candy, servant to Mr Bracher, 2s 6d; to Moses Dredge, servant to Mr Parham, 2s 6d; to George 
Whitmarsh, servant to Mr Bennet, 2s 6d; to James Toogood, servant to Mr Rusmey, 2s 6d; to Edward      

Fletcher, servant to Mr Vigour, 2s 6d. 
 



Class 2 (Under Carter).  1
st
 prize to George Collins, servant to Mr Compton, 1/. 10s; 2

nd
 to Stephen Elliot, servant to Mr Corbin, 

15s; 3
rd
 to Aaron Allen, servant to Mr Corbin, 7s 6d; 4

th
 to Wm Smith, servant to Mr Stacey, 4s.  Bounty same class to Chas 

Barter, servant to Mr Parham, 2s 6d; John Jolloff, servant to Mr Aplin 2s 6d. 
 
Class 3 (Under 18 years).  1

st
 prize to Chas Toogood, servant to Mr Rumsey 1/.; 2

nd
 to Ulam Ball, servant to Messrs Rawlins, 

10s; 3
rd
 to Thos Sturgess, servant to Mr Tuck, 5s; 4

th
 to Henry Scammell, servant to Mr Stacey, 2s 6d. 

 
The Judges were Mr Flower, Chilmark, Mr Neale, Titherington and Me Mesome, Maddington.  These gentlemen took great 
pains, and their awards gave universal satisfaction. 
 
Mowing.  1

st
 prize to John fletcher, servant to Mr Stacey, 2/.; 2

nd
 to Chas Maidment, servant to Mr Grey, 1/.; 3

rd
 to James 

Fletcher, servant to Mr Compton, 10s; 4
th
 to John Grey, servant to Mr Rumsey, 5s.  Judges Mr Parfit, Mere Park and Mr 

Mitchell, West Knoyle.  Mr Parfit said he had very great pleasure in saying the mowing certainly was as good as he had ever 
seen and reflected great credit on the men and gave them (the judges) no little trouble to award the prizes. 

 
Turnip Hoeing.  1

st
 prize to Chas Hayward, servant to Mr Stacey, 2/.; 2

nd
 to Wm Elliott, servant to Mr Aplin, 1/.; 3

rd
 to 

John Jelliff, servant to Mr Stacey, 10s; 4
th
 to James Hiscock, servant to Messrs Rawlins, 5s.  Judges were Mr Thos 

Compton, Stockton and Mr Flower, Chilmark. 
 

Having distributed the prizes, the chairman addressed the labourers, pointing out to them very ably the object of the Society 
was the promotion of their interests, that they might feel the position in which they stood with their masters and others who thus 
encouraged them to improve, to become good labourers, good husbands and good Christians.  He also exhorted them to value 
the present they had just received, and to put it to a proper use and not spend it idly at the pothouse, but turn it to the use of 
their wives and families. 
 
The Chairman’s health being next proposed with nine times nine, that gentleman rose and addressed the meeting at some 
length.  He assured his audience that he ever felt great pleasure in being amongst them on such occasions as that, viz, for the 
encouragement of the poor labourer.  They felt with him an interest in their men.  He went on to say that the relation in which 
the master stood with his men was a very responsible one, that they were bound to a certain extent to watch over them.  He 
also exhorted them as masters to try to get their men to visit the night schools, that they might be taught to read and write and 
so raise their minds above the level on which they now stood; to make the labourer feel that he was a responsible being, was 
the only right way to improve that class of man.  After addressing, at some length, the farmers on the application of manures 
and various other subjects, he sat down amid the hearty cheering of his tenantry, with one cheer more. 
 
The health of the “Committee” was proposed by the chairman and was responded to by Mr Vigour.  Those gentlemen consist of 
Messrs T Stacey, J Corbin, F Rawlins, M Rawlins, Wm Aplin, J Perry, J Gray, Wm Wigmore, H Ball, A Vigour and S Bracher.  
Treasurer Mr T Stacey, Secretary Mr Corbin.  The health of the treasurer was next proposed who responded in suitable terms.  
The Secretary was, through death in the family, absent, but his health was proposed by Mr Watts of Warminster and received 
musical honours with a hearty three times three.  The chairman now vacated the chair, and Mr Parfit was selected to take his 
place, who ably kept up the conviviality of the evening by the speeches he made on different subjects.   
 
We must not forget to notice the many excellent songs which were sung by Messrs Gray and Godfrey and various others 
whose names we did not catch.  But the vocal power of Mr J Gray was the admiration of the evening. 
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