
 

 

THE COMPASSES INN 

A Newspaper Timeline 
  
This picturesque thatched Inn, believed to 
date back to the 14th century, appears to 
have had a chequered history in the mid 
1800’s.   
 
Over the course of 18 years it was 
advertised for sale or to let 8 times, and 
had a corresponding number of landlords. 
 
According to a newspaper article in 1890, 
their Slate Club had been in operation for 
53 years. 
 
The Compasses, situated about 3 miles 
from Tisbury in the satellite hamlet of 
Chicksgrove, is a thriving and popular Inn 
today.   
 

 
 
1823 Lately died, in the 92d year of his age, after a short illness, Mr Silas Lever, of the Compass Inn, at Chicksgrove, in 

the parish of Tisbury.  He had been landlord of that inn for nearly 40 years, and was much respected by all who 
knew him.  Notwithstanding his very advanced age, his memory was perfect till nearly his dissolution. 
Salisbury & Winchester Journal Monday 10 February 1823 

 
1833 A Tisbury correspondent informs us that a single potato, planted this season in the garden of Mr James Lever of the 

Compass Inn, Chicksgrove, produced one hundred and fourteen roots, which weighed 54 lbs. 
Salisbury & Winchester Journal Monday 02 December 1833 

 
1840 Mr Whitmarsh held an inquest at East Tisbury on the body of James Croome.  Deceased left the Compass Inn, in 

Tisbury, between nine and ten o’clock in the evening, but on his road home, he missed his way and fell into the river 
and was drowned. 
Salisbury & Winchester Journal Monday 19 October 1840 
 

1842 Holy Thursday was kept up at Fovant with its usual gaiety, as was also the first Monday in May at Chicksgrove, 
where the club sat down to an excellent dinner, served up in good style by the worthy host of the Compass Inn.  The 
same party met on the second and most of them even on the third day, and spent many pleasant hours.   

 
The enlivening strains of the Ebbesbourne brass band, playing many choice pieces, added greatly to the pleasure of 
the party and to the villagers also.  Judging from the specimen of good cheer and stingo provided on this occasion by 
Mr J Lever, who has just entered upon the business of the Compass, he bids fair to make it as noted as it was in the 
“olden time” for our justly-celebrated national beverage.   
Salisbury & Winchester Journal Monday 16 May 1842 
 

1842 On Thursday, the 7
th
 inst., a match of skittles was played at the Compass Inn, Chicksgrove, between four of Tisbury 

and four of Sutton Mandeville, which was won easily for the former, with nine pins to go down.  The parties 
afterwards partook of an excellent dinner, served up in the landlord’s (Mr Lever) usual good style.   

 
After a pleasant evening, spent in the greatest harmony and conviviality, the company separated at a late hour, much 
delighted with the entertainment, which was greatly enlivened by the admirable songs sung by Messrs Stone and 
Scammell.  The return match will be played at the Cribbage Hut, Sutton Mandeville, on the 21 inst., when another 
pleasant afternoon is anticipated. 
Salisbury & Winchester Journal Monday 18 July 1842 
 

1843 The Friendly Society at the Compass Inn, Chicksgrove, East Tisbury, held their annual festival on Monday last.  The 
members, after visiting the different gentlemen’s demesnes in the neighbourhood, sat down to a sumptuous dinner, 
provided by Mr and Mrs Lever, whose care and attention received and merited the approbation of all.  The excellent 
brass band engaged on the occasion drew together a great concourse of visitors, who were highly delighted with the 
talent displayed by the performers. 
Salisbury & Winchester Journal Saturday 06 May 1843 

 

1845 The Annual Fox Feast of Wm Wyndham, Esq., took place at the Compasses, Chicksgrove, on Friday, the 22
nd

 inst., 
when about sixty sat down to dinner, which was served in very good style.  The company enjoyed themselves, as is 
usual on the meeting of sportsmen; but on the departure of the latter portion of the guests about two o’clock this 
morning, the outdoor building where the dinner was served (and which they had left at dusk for indoors) was 
discovered to be on fire, and notwithstanding the exertions of all present and those of the neighbours, who speedily 
arrived, we are sorry to add, the building was, with a considerable stock of timber, belonging to Mr James Lever, 
totally consumed.  It is gratifying to be able to add, that the premises were insured in the Royal Exchange Insurance 
Office, although not to the full value. 
Salisbury & Winchester Journal Saturday 23 August 1845 



 

 

1856 COMPASSES INN, CHICKSGROVE in the parish of EAST TISBURY, WILTS.  Mr New will sell by auction on the 
premises, on Thursday, April 10

th
, 1856, the undermentioned STOCK-IN-TRADE, HOUSEHOLD FURNITURE, and 

other Effects, the property of Mr J Lever 
  

The STOCK-IN-TRADE comprises a quantity of 1, 4, and 6-inch ash plank, 2 large 6-inch elm plants, about 400 feet 
of half, 3-quarter, and inch elm board, wood axles, axle cases,  about 16 dozen of oak spokes, small quantity of oak 
board, 200 oak thatching laths,  pair of gig wheels and axles, turning lathe and tools, screw for boxing wheels,  
quantity of carpenter’s tools, 2 pit saws, cast iron fly wheel, 4 feet high, and various other articles in the trade.  The 
FURNITURE, &c., consists of a bedstead and furniture, new mattress for a child’s crib,  chest of drawers, 2-leaf 
walnut tree dining table, round oak tea table, 6 and 2 arm chairs with hair seats,  6 cane seat ditto (nearly new), good 
30-hour clock in mahogany case, knives and forks, knife tray,  fenders, 1 pipe, 1 hogshead and 3 smaller casks, pair 
of gig lamps, child’s saddle, &c. &c. Sale to commence at 2 o’clock precisely. 
Salisbury & Winchester Journal Saturday 05 April 1856 

 

1861 CHICKSGROVE, TISBURY, WILTS.  VALUABLE LEASEHOLD PUBLIC HOUSE - THE COMPASS INN.  Mr H P 
Ewer has received instructions to SELL by PRIVATE CONTRACT ALL THAT VALUABLE LEASEHOLD INN and 
PREMISES called The Compass situated at Chicksgrove.  The above property is held by lease for 99 years, 
determinable on two lives, now aged respectively 44 years and 49 years. May be viewed by applying to the tenant 
and for further information and to treat for the same apply to Mr H P Ewer, Auctioneer, Valuer, House and Estate 
Agent, Salisbury. 
Salisbury & Winchester Journal Saturday 09 February 1861 

 

1861 COMPASS INN, CHICKSGROVE.  Two miles from Dinton and three miles from Tisbury, Wilts.  Sale of a capital 
BREWING PLANT, STORE and other CASKS, together with the whole of the Fixtures and Fittings in and about the 
Premises, consisting of 180-gallon Copper, 20-gallon ditto, Mash Tub with false bottom, Wort Pumps,Slate 
Underback, copper bottom Hop Strainer, two 10-feet Coolers, 50 feet of Lead Piping, with Taps, two 12-hogshead 
Casks, 10-hogshead ditto, four 6-hogshead ditto, four 2-hogshead ditto, three 1-hogshead ditto, with other small 
Casks, Cider Mill and Press, Skittle Frame with Pins and Balls, Store Pig, together with a few lots of Household 
Furniture, and other Effects, &c. &c. 

 
Mr H P Ewer will SELL BY ACUTION, on the premises, at the COMPASS INN, CHICKSGROVE, on Thursday next, 
the 26

th
 September 1861. The whole of the above valuable BREWING PLANT, STORE CASKS, HOUSEHOLD 

FURNITURE and other Effects, &c., the property of Mr Jeanes, who is quitting the above Inn. Sale to commence at 
one o’clock precisely. 
Salisbury & Winchester Journal Saturday 21 September 1861 

 
1867 FREE COUNTRY INN.  THE COMPASS INN, NEAR TISBURY, WILTS.  TO BE LET, with Immediate Possession, 

the above well-accustomed INN, with small compact BREWERY attached.  The Stock, Fixtures &c., which are 
moderate, to be taken at valuation in the usual way.  There is a good Club held at the House .  An Orchard adjoins 
the premises, which for many years has been Let with the Inn.  Satisfactory reasons can be given for the present 
Tenant leaving.  For particulars apply to Mr George Oborne, as above. 
Salisbury & Winchester Journal Saturday 02 March 1867 

 
1870 All persons who have any claim or demand upon the ESTATE of SAMUEL FRANCIS, late of the COMPASS INN, 

CHICKSGROVE, TISBURY, are requested to send the particulars of their claims to the undersigned, the Solicitors for 
the Administratrix, on or before the 31

st
 day of March now instant, immediately after which date the assets will be 

distributed.  Dated this 17
th
 day of March, 1870.  Wilson Thring and Nodder, Solicitors, Salisbury. 

Salisbury & Winchester Journal Saturday 19 March 1870 
 

1870 The licence of the Compasses Inn, at Chicksgrove, in the parish of Tisbury, lately kept by Mr Samuel Francis, was 
transferred to Mr Arthur Robinson. 
Salisbury & Winchester Journal Saturday 07 May 1870 
 

1870 COMPASS INN, CHICKSGROVE, NEAR TISBURY.  Mr John Waters is instructed by Mr Robinson, who is about to 
enter upon the Barley Mow Inn, Salisbury, to SELL by AUCTION, at the COMPASS INN, on THURSDAY, JANUARY 
5, 1871, at Twelve o’clock, the whole of the FIXTURES, BREWING PLANT, STORE CASKS, several PIPES and 
HHDS, CIDER, FURNITURE, &c.   Comprising a capital brewing copper with large brass tap and fittings, smaller 
ditto, copper lifting pump, mash tube, slate underback, coolers, malt crusher, by Petherbridge, Warminster, copper 
bottom hop strainer and other plant, three 6-hhd store casks, 3 small ditto,  4 pipes and 11 hhds of CIDER, lever 
cider press, screw ditto, 2 cider mills,  four-motion beer engine with lead drip, piping, and taps, the grates, cupboards, 
dresser, seating round rooms, blinds and other fixtures throughout the house,  club-room tables and forms, cups, 
glasses, &c.,  together with a small portion of the Household Furniture including mahogany and oak dining tables,  
Windsor chairs, mantel glass, in rosewood frame, dinner ware, cupboards, 2 elm tables with iron bound edges, 2 iron 
bedsteads, painted dressing table and washstand, swing glass, &c.; also a DOG CART on Collinge’s axles, LIGHT 
RAVE WAGGON, a capital SPRING CART with MOVEABLE TILT, and a cart shed with tiled roof.  Catalogues 
forward on application to the Auctioneer, Canal, Salisbury.  N.B. The owner of the premises having declined to 
purchase the Fixtures &c. the Sale presents a good opportunity to Publicans and others, requiring Brewing Plant, 
Fixtures, &c. 
Salisbury & Winchester Journal Saturday 31 December 1870 

 
1871 The licence of the “Compasses” public-house at East Tisbury was transferred from Mr Robinson to Mr Thomas Ford. 

Western Gazette Friday 17 March 1871 
 



 

 

1871 TO BREWERS, PUBLICANS, AND OTHERS.   LIFEHOLD PROPERTY TO BE SOLD, with immediate possession, if 
required, the old established  COMPASS INN, CHICKSGROVE, TISBURY, WILTS.  Fixtures and Brewing Plant to be 
taken at a valuation in the usual way.  Particulars may be obtained on the premises. 
Salisbury & Winchester Journal Saturday 01 July 1871 

 
1873 TO BE SOLD, with immediate possession, all that LIFE-HOLD PROPERTY, the COMPASS INN, CHICKSGROVE, 

TISBURY, WILTS  together with LIFE INSURANCE on the oldest life for £150,  FIXTURES, and BREWING PLANT, 
to be taken at valuation.  Apply on the premises. 
Western Gazette Friday 03 January 1873 

 
1873 Application was made by Mrs Ford of the Compasses Inn, Chicksgrove, to transfer the licence of her house to Henry 

Selfe, of the same place.  The Magistrates refused the application. 
Western Gazette Friday 21 November 1873 
 

1874 TO BE LET with immediate possession, that OLD-ESTABLISHED INN, “THE COMPASS” with Orchard attached, 
situated at Chicksgrove, three miles from Tisbury Station.  Incoming low.  For further particulars, apply at the St Ann’s 
Brewery, Salisbury. 
Western Gazette Friday 06 February 1874 

 
1879 An extension of one hour was granted to Mr Arthur Barnes, Compass Inn, Tisbury, on the occasion of the gathering 

of the Friendly Societies on the first Monday in May. 
Western Gazette Friday 18 April 1879 

 
1881 An extension of one hour was allowed to Mr Henry Spearey, Compass Inn, Tisbury on 2

nd
 May on account of club 

festivals. 
Western Gazette Friday 22 April 1881 

 
1884 The license of the Compasses Inn, at East Tisbury, was objected to by the police, on account of excessive Sunday 

drinking.  A six days’ license was granted.   
Western Gazette Friday 05 September 1884 

 
1884 Henry Sparey, of the Compasses Inn, Chicksgrove, applied that the license held by him should be transferred to Mr 

John Viney.  Granted. 
Western Gazette Friday 14 November 1884 
 

1890 Dependent entirely on the support of its members, there has existed for over half-a-century, at Chicksgrove, a male 
friendly society.  Like many similar institutions, this has experienced reverses, but it has weathered them all until it 
has now attained the respectable age of fifty-three years. The anniversary was celebrated on Monday in the 
customary manner.   

 
Assembling at head-quarters shortly after ten o’clock, the members, wearing deftly-worked red and blue rosettes, 
were marshalled in processional array, and with the South Wilts Promenade Band (conductor Mr Samuel Moxham) at 
their head, marched to church where the Rev W I Blaker preached a sermon from the words “A three-fold cord is not 
quickly broken”.  The service was choral, Miss Lucy Osmond, as on previous anniversaries of the Club, presiding at 
the organ.   
 
On leaving church, a visit was paid to Mr Geo Lever’s residence, and at a subsequent portion of the day Mr Green 
(Apshill) and Mr Sweatman were similarly honoured.  Dinner was served by Host Viney, of the Compass Inn.  The 
Rev W I Blaker presided, supporting him being Mr Wm Baker (secretary), Mr Sidney Lever (treasurer), Mr A Green, 
&c.  Owing to the anniversary clashing with Wilton Fair, the agriculturists of the neighbourhood were unable to attend 
the dinner.   
 
The balance sheet of the Society showed a balance in hand last feast day of £21 18s 10½d; interest, 10s 8½d; 
members’ contributions £23 7s 6d; other receipts £9 8s 3d; total £55 5s 4d.  Management expenses and sick pay £31 
18s 8d, leaving a credit balance of £23 6s 8d.  There are thirty members.   Beneath a spreading chestnut tree had 
been erected swing-boats and stalls loaded with things dear to the juvenile mind.  Other attractions were also 
provided including dancing on the green in the evening, and the day passed most pleasantly. 
Western Gazette Friday 09 May 1890 

 
1891 Extension of time for a club festival was granted to Mr Viney of the Compass Inn, Chicksgrove, on the 4

th
 May.  

Western Gazette Friday 24 April 1891 
 
1900 The annual festival of the Compass Inn Slate club recently took place. The members met at the Inn at half past one, 

where they answered to the call of the roll by the secretary, Mr J Gunstone jun.  A procession was then formed and, 
headed by the Sutton Mandeville Band under Mr J Cross, the village was perambulated.  Dinner was afterwards 
partaken of at the Compass Inn, Mr and Mrs Viney being the caterers.  
Western Gazette Friday 18 May 1900 

 

 
Western Gazette Friday 28 February 1947 

 
 



 

 

  Landlord   Source 

1783-1823 Silas Leaver   S & W Journal Monday 10 Feb 1823          

1823-1827 Ann Lever  Wife of Silas, mother of James   

1833  James Lever  S & W Journal Monday 02 Dec 1833 

1841  Mary Lever  East Tisbury Census 1841 

1842-1856 James Lever  S & W Journal Monday 16 May 1842/S & W Journal Saturday 05 Apr 1856      

1855-1861 James Jeanes  Post Office Directory 1855/S & W Journal Saturday 21 Sep 1861 

1867  George Oborne  Kelly’s Directory 1867  

1870  Samuel Francis  S & W Journal Saturday 07 May 1870 

1870-1871 Arthur Robinson  S & W Journal Saturday 07 May 1870/W Gazette Friday 17 Mar 1871  

1871-1872 Thomas Ford  W Gazette Friday 17 Mar 1871/East Tisbury Voter’s List 1872 

1873  Mrs Thomas Ford  W Gazette Friday 21 Nov 1873 

1874  Arthur Barnes  East Tisbury Voters List 1874 

1875  Charles Burbidge  Kelly’s Directory 1875 

1879-1880 Arthur Barnes  W Gazette Friday 18 Apr 1879/East Tisbury Voters List 1880 

1881-1884 Henry Spearey  W Gazette Friday 22 Apr 1881/W Gazette Friday 14 Nov 1884 

1884-1911 Wm John Viney  Register of Licences/East Tisbury Census 1911 

1911  Ellen Maria Viney  Register of Licences 

1915-1943 Henry Hardiman  Register of Licences 

1943  Annie Bessie Hardiman Register of Licences  

1951  Richard Bryan Hardiman Register of Licences 
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