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There are no known photographs of The Black Horse Inn while it was a working public house.  Dating from the late 17

th
 century, 

it can be seen today as a private house in the terraced row on the left in the old picture postcard above.  The Inn played an 
important part in village life during the 19

th
 century, hosting auctions, inquests, local social gatherings and meetings. The Inn 

closed as a public house in 1884; the building was used as a Post Office during the 1930’s and is a Grade 11 listed building. 
 
A WW1 memorial stone, possibly funded by the Friendly Society who once met there, was found during 
building work at the former Inn.  The text on the memorial (right) reads:  
 
“This memorial is erected in grateful memory of the men of this village who fought in the Great War 1914-
18, endured hardness, faced danger, and finally passed out of the sight of men in the path of duty and self-
sacrifice, giving up their own lives that others might live in freedom.”  
 
1807 Lost, on Thursday the 18

th
 ult – a black and white POINTER DOG, which was seen the same evening on the 

Salisbury road between Hindon and Chilmark; answers to the name of PONTO.  Whoever will bring the said dog to 
the Black Horse Inn, East Knoyle, shall receive a reward of TWO GUINEAS.  Any person in whose possession the 
above dog shall be found after this notice, may depend on being prosecuted to the extent of the law. 
Salisbury and Winchester Journal 06 July 1807  

 
1808  

 
 
 
 

 
Salisbury and Winchester Journal 15 February 1808 

 
1826 Wanted, to live in the Country, a BUTLER or UPPER FOOTMAN who really understands his business; also a good 

PLAIN COOK.  Their characters must be unexceptionable.  Enquire at the Black Horse, East Knoyle 
Salisbury and Winchester Journal 27 February 1826 

 
1827 Nathan Kilsby, late of the Black Horse, East Knoyle, begs most respectfully to inform his friends and the public in 

general, that he has taken and entered The Arundell Arms Inn & Posting House, Donhead, and solicits the honor of 
their patronage and support; and assures them it will ever be his most anxious study to provide for their comfort and 
accommodation.  Wines and Spirits of the finest qualities; well-aired beds, good post horses and neat chaises with 
steady drivers.  Arundell Arms, Donhead, Aug 2, 1827 
Salisbury & Winchester Journal Monday 06 August 1827 

 
1834 East Knoyle Association for the Prevention of Robberies and Thefts, Protection of Persons and Property, and 

Prosecution of Offenders.  Notice is hereby given that the Annual Meeting of the Members of this Association will be 
held at the Black Horse Inn, in East Knoyle, on Wednesday, the 19

th
 day of November instant.  Fras Seymour, Jun., 

Solicitor to the said Association.  Dinner at two o’clock. 
Salisbury and Winchester Journal 17 November 1834 

 
1843 The annual Christmas dinner given by Henry Seymour Esq to the mechanics and labourers employed on his estate 

at East Knoyle, took place at the Black Horse Inn when upwards of sixty persons partook of an excellent repast.  
(part article only) 
Salisbury & Winchester Journal Saturday 07 January 1843 

 
1843 The Annual Meeting of the members of the East Knoyle Association will be held at the Black Horse Inn, East Knoyle, 

on Wednesday, the 8
th
 day of November, 1843.  Dinner precisely at two o’clock. 

Salisbury and Winchester Journal 04 November 1843 



1852 Black Horse Inn, East Knoyle, Wilts 
To be let and entered upon at Michaelmas next, the above old established and well accustomed road-side inn, 
together with a good garden, brewhouse, stabling, and all other necessary and convenient outbuildings.  About ten 
acres of excellent pasture land will be let with the House.   
 
The above Inn has been conducted for the last 35 years by the present proprietor who is about to retire altogether 
from business.  The stock, fixtures, & c, to be taken off at a valuation upon the usual terms.  For all further particulars, 
apply to Mr Beckinsale, Auctioneer, & co., Salisbury, or to Mr Hannen, Solicitor, Shaftesbury, from either of whom 
permission to view the premises may be obtained. 
Salisbury & Winchester Journal 21 August 1852 

 

1858 To be Sold by Auction by Mr Bedford, at the Black Horse Inn, in East Knoyle, on Friday the 19
th
 of March 1858, at 

four o’clock in the afternoon the following very desirable property:  All that well-known free and good accustomed Inn 
called The Black Horse, with the brewhouse, outbuildings, stables and all necessary and convenient buildings 
belonging, and good garden, with skittle alley adjoining, now occupied by Mr Daniel Barnard, as tenant. 
 
As it is supposed there will be a station of the Salisbury and Yeovil Railway not far from East Knoyle, the above Inn 
will be most advantageously situated for business and affords a fine opportunity for investment or occupation.  To 
view the premises apply to the tenant, and for all further particulars to Mr Hannen, solicitor, Shaftesbury or to the 
Auctioneer, Warminster. 
Devizes & Wiltshire Gazette Thursday 25 February 1858 
 

1858 Married -  On the 20
th
 inst. at St John’s Church, Wolverhampton, by the Rev Sidney S Brown, Mr Daniel Barnard, of 

the Black Horse Inn, East Knoyle, Wilts, to Miss Clara Grisila Lacey, of Wolverhampton. 
Salisbury and Winchester Journal 24 April 1858 
 

1860 On Monday last a most interesting event occurred in the village of East Knoyle, when a service of plate, an armchair, 
and a bible, were presented to Mr William Wigmore, of Knoyle, by his fellow parishioners and others, ingratitude for 
his valuable services, and as a token of regard for him personally, after his having served for the parish of East 
Knoyle in the offices of Trustee of the Charities, 35 years; Churchwarden 33 years; and Guardian of the Poor, 22 
years.  The presentation took place at the Black Horse Inn, where a party of about 40 sat down to a very excellent 
dinner, which was served up in excellent style by Mr Barnard, the much respected host. (part article only) 
Salisbury & Winchester Journal Saturday 07 January 1860 
 

1861 The half-yearly meeting of the East Knoyle Sparrow Club was held at the Black Horse on Monday last, at six o’clock, 
when, after the good things of this life (which were amply provided by Host Barnard) had been discussed, the 
chairman, Mr O Shepherd, proceeded by the worthy secretary, Mr W Alford, to the vice-chairman, Mr Stacey, who 
had killed the greatest number of birds.  The harmony of the evening was fully sustained by Messrs Perry, Yeoman, 
Gray, Aplin, &c., and the company broke up at a late hour.  The number of birds killed was 2160. 
Salisbury and Winchester Journal 06 April 1861  
 

1866  
 
 
 
 
 

 
Salisbury & Winchester Journal Saturday 20 January 1866 

 
1866 On Wednesday evening, the opening dinner at the Black Horse Inn took place, under the superintendence of its 

occupier, Mr J Spong.  About 30 gentlemen sat down and the evening was spent in a convivial manner. 
Salisbury & Winchester Journal Saturday 27 January 1866 
 

1867 The members of the East Knoyle Benefit Society held their 56th anniversary on Thursday, the 13th instant, at the 
Black Horse Inn, they met in their club room at 10 o’clock, when they marched in procession to the church, headed 
by the Fontmell brass band.   After service the members adjourned to their club-room where an excellent dinner was 
provided by the worthy host and hostess, Mr and Mrs Spong, in their usual style, to which all present did ample 
justice. (part article only)   
Western Gazette Friday 21 June 1867 
 

1869 James Street, tailor, of East Knoyle, was summoned by Mr James Spong, landlord of the Black Horse Inn, for being 
disorderly in his house and refusing to quit when ordered on the 26

th
 Dec.  Settled out of court. 

Western Gazette Friday 22 January 1869 
 
1870 The Licence of the Black Horse Inn, East Knoyle, lately kept by Mr James Spong, was transferred to Mr Richard 

Drake, of Blandford Forum. 
Salisbury and Winchester Journal 09 July 1870  

  
1875 The poor of this parish, numbering about 40, have again shared in the hospitality and kind-heartedness of their 

respected neighbours, Mr and Mrs Thomas Harrison, on Tuesday last, equally dividing the number between the 
Black Horse Inn and the Seymour Arms Inn.  A capital dinner was provided for all who chose to attend.   
 
 



In the case of those who, from infirmities, were not able to attend, dinners were sent.  After dinner, each one was 
supplied with a glass of such liquor as they liked best, some spirits and water, and some beer, and a few with a less 
exciting beverage.  An hour was agreeable spent by the company in drinking the health of their benefactor.  In fact, 
they hardly knew how to sufficiently thank their friend.  They dispersed for their respective homes, greatly delighted 
and in thorough good spirits at about six o’clock. 
Western Gazette Friday 05 March 1875 

 
1880 An extra hour was granted to the Black Horse East Knoyle for the club festival 

Western Gazette 07 May 1880  
 
1884 The Licence of the Black Horse Inn, East Knoyle, lately held by Mrs Drake, was transferred to Mr Chas King 
 Western Gazette 05 September 1884 
 
1884 Black Horse Inn, East Knoyle, Wilts.  Unreserved sale of 17 head of horn stock, 11 pigs, implements, hay, feed, &c.  

Messrs Godwin & Son have been instructed by the executors of the late Mr R Drake, deceased, to sell the above live 
and dead farming stock, &c., by Auction on the premises on Monday, September 22

nd
, 1884 (part article only) 

Western Gazette 12 September 1884  
 
1884 SHORT NOTICE OF SALE on WEDNESDAY next.  THE BLACK HORSE INN, EAST KNOYLE.  Three miles from 

Semley Station.  Messrs Waters & Rawlence are instructed by A Seymour, Esq. (who has purchased by Valuation 
from the out-going tenant and is closing the house as a public Inn) to SELL by AUCTION, without reserve, on the 
Premises, on WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 22

nd
, 1884, commencing at Twelve o’clock, the whole of the extensive 

BREWING PLANT and TRADE FIXTURES together with a quantity of HOUSEHOLD FURNITURE and other 
EFFECTS, Particulars of which will be given in catalogues shortly to be obtained of the Auctioneers, Canal, Salisbury 
Western Gazette 17 October 1884 

 
 
 

Year Landlord    Source 
 

1827 Nathan Kilsby   S & W Journal 06 August 1827 
 
1827 John & Thirza Compton  East Knoyle Baptisms 1827/29/33/36 
1836 Thirza Compton   John Compton died 1836 
1848 Thirza Compton   Kelly’s Directory 1848  
1851 Thirza Compton   East Knoyle Census 1851  
 
1855 Daniel Barnard   Kelly’s Directory 1855  
1861 Daniel Barnard   East Knoyle Census 1861  
 
1866 James Spong   Western Gazette 
1867 James Spong   Kelly’s Directory 1867  
1869 James Spong   Western Gazette 
1870 J Spong/Richard Drake  Transfer of Licence, Western Gazette 09 July 1870  
 
1871 Richard Drake   East Knoyle Census 1871  
1875 Richard Drake   Kelly’s Directory 1875 
1880 Richard Drake   Kelly’s Directory 1880  
1881 Richard Drake   East Knoyle Census 1881  
1884 Mrs Drake/Mr Chas King  Transfer of Licence, Western Gazette 05 Sept 1884 
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