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On Sunday the 16

th
 inst. The Lord Bishop of Salisbury consecrated the chancel of Semley Church which has been 

rebuilt at the sole expense of the Rev. H. Hall, the Rector of the parish.   
 
The Church of St. Leonard’s Semley originally consisted of a nave and south aisle and chancel, with a chantry on the 
south side, a porch on the north side of the nave, and a tower at the west end.  The style of architecture appears to 
belong to the Perpendicular period, but the chancel, which was originally Early English in character, has been rebuilt 
in the Decorated style.  The restoration of this part of the church was rendered necessary by the damp condition and 
general decay of the old building.  The chancel was lengthened five feet and widened by about three and a half feet.  
The proportions are extremely good, and the general effect is very fine.  The facings and dressing of the buttresses 
and windows are of Tisbury stone and the walls are of the old green sandstone worked to a smooth surface and 
finely pointed; the white and green stones having a more beautiful effect than if the work were all done in one stone.   
 
The chancel is in the Decorated style of architecture and the east window, which is quite a gem, is in three lights with 
a flamboyant tracery above, the interior having a hood, running round the arch supported by Devonshire marble 
columns with moulded caps and bases.  The shafts, which form the pendants from the roof between the corbels, are 
also of Devonshire marble.  There are one two-light and one single light windows on the north side and one single 
light window on the south side.  The two single light windows being within the alter rail, the sills are prepared for 
credence table and sedilis.   
 
On the south side of the chancel is an arch of Bath stone, having an iron screen or grille richly decorated, which 
separates the chancel from the organ chamber, which was formerly used as a chantry chapel, but now is thrown 
open to the south aisle of the nave.  The internal walls of the chancel are of Bath stone and the carvings of the 
corbels, all done by London artists, are so finely executed as to attract general admiration.  The roof, which is lofty, is 
panelled and stained, with bosses richly carved, to represent various flowers and leaves.  This has a much finer 
effect than those heraldic devices, coats of arms, etc., seen sometimes on modern roofs.  The roof of the chancel is 
at present higher than the nave and the ridge is surmounted by an iron crest work painted in dark blue to correspond 
with the circular cross at the east end, which is decorated with blue and gold.   
 
The reredos is formed of elaborate tiles from Maw’s manufactory, with very rich compartments on each side of the 
communion table, and the text running along the top “I am the Living Bread which came down from Heaven”.  The 
floor is also entirely composed of these rich tiles, which are all laid in a bed of cement.  The chancel is lighted by 
some beautiful brass brackets from the manufactory of Messrs. Hart, the eminent workers in metal.  These brackets 
have a much better appearance than coronae, which would block up the view of the really beautiful east window.  
The alter rail is of polished oak, with standards of bronze and brass, and the effect is light and graceful.  The 
communion table, which is the gift of the Bishop, is of massive oak and is covered with crimson silk velvet cloth, 
worked and ornamented by the Sisters of Mercy at Clewer.  It is of a rare beauty and costliness, presented by a lady 
who formerly attended services at this church.  The seats or stalls, which are of solid oak with carved popppyhead 
and pierced fronts, are the gift of a personal friend of the rector.   
 
The whole restoration, as before stated, has been effected at the entire expense of the rector and it is hoped that the 
day may come when his example will be followed in rebuilding a church, the tower of which is in a very decayed and 
dilapidated state.  Mr. T.H. Wyatt of Greek Street, London, was the architect and Mr. Thomas Miles of Shaftesbury 
the contractor.  It only remains for us to state that the work has been carried up in a most satisfactory manner.   
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