
Inquest - Robert Miles 1857 
 
 

On Tuesday last an inquest was held in this village, before R M Wilson, Esq., Coroner, upon the 
body of Robert Miles, who died on Saturday morning, from the effects of excessive drinking on the 
previous Thursday.   
 
The inquiry excited considerable interest in the neighbourhood from the fact of two inspectors of 
works on the Salisbury and Yeovil Railway, at Semley, named Beckingham and Montheath, having 
been taken into custody, on suspicion of causing or being accessory to the death.   
 
A post mortem examination of the body was made by Messrs Young, of Hindon, and Brine, of 
Shaftesbury; and Mr Hill, jun., of Salisbury, attended to watch the case on behalf of the suspected 
parties.   
 
From the facts disclosed by the evidence, it appeared that Beckingham, Montheath, and the 
deceased, all of whom had been drinking together on Thursday, at the public house at Semley.   
 
During the meal, deceased drank two pints of beer.  The parties were then supplied with half a pint 

of rum, and drank a glass each raw, and the rest with water, and continued drinking rum and water the whole morning.  The 
spirit was drawn for them by the publican’s wife, but she could not swear exactly what quantity she gave them. 
 
About eleven o’clock, all three were the worse for liquor, but deceased was most intoxicated.  At this time he was seen outside 
the house, dressed up in a woman’s gown, a kind of turban on his head, stuck about with feathers, and his face daubed over 
with blue paint.  
 
Beckingham came out and took him in again, and the drinking proceeded till between one and two o’clock; deceased was then 
very drunk, and Beckingham and Montheath made sport of him, by offering a chair and pulling it from under him as he was in 
the act of sitting in it; this they did two or three times, and once when he was down, lifted him off the floor, and let him fall again.   
 
Several persons called at the house in the course of the morning, and saw what was going on, but no-one interfered with the 
parties, as their proceedings were considered nothing more serious than a drunken lark.   

 
Robert Baker deposed that he was in the bar between one and two o’clock.  Montheath invited him to drink, and he had a 
glass, it was rum and water, not strong, about two out of three parts water.  Saw deceased drink about four or five wine 
glasses, he (deceased) was standing in the corner of the room to support himself, he did not take the last glass willingly, 
Montheath held it to his lips, and said “Come tip up.”  He drank part, and the rest was spilled.   

 
Montheath pulled deceased by the coat to sit him down, and he fell on the floor, and two or three minutes afterwards Norton 
(the landlord) came in, and helped carry him to the kitchen.  Norton applied vinegar and water to his face, and on asking him 
how he was, deceased replied “Master, I be better.”  

 
He was visited by a surgeon the same afternoon and again on Friday morning, when he was quite sensible, and only 
complained of pain in the head.  He got worse, however, in the night, and died on Saturday morning.  It was proved that 
deceased was an habitual drunkard, the witnesses saying, he was “a very covetous man for drink”.  The surgeons found no 
external …..? of any kind on the body, and expressed their opinion that death resulted from congestion of the lungs, which 
might have been caused by drinking ardent spirits.   

 
The jury, after a lengthy consideration, returned a verdict in accordance with the medical evidence, and acquitted Beckingham 
and Montheath of any criminal behaviour towards deceased.  
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