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1930 Married 

Mr W A Butler, of Knoyle House Gardens, and Miss Doris Scane, only daughter of Mr and Mrs F Scane, of Milton, 
East Knoyle, were married at the Parish Church on Saturday, December 14

th
. The Rector (the Rev. W Neville) 

officiated. The bride, who was given away by her father, wore a white crepe de chine dress trimmed with silver tissue 
and diamante, and carried a sheaf of red carnations. Her bridesmaid, Miss B Thorne (niece), was in pink silk, with a 
wreath of autumn leaves, and her bouquet was composed of white and pink carnations. Mr C Scane, brother of the 
bride, was “best man.” Mrs. Neville played wedding music before and after the ceremony. A wedding breakfast took 
place at the bride’s home and later in the day Mr. and Mrs. Butler left for the honeymoon at Croydon, Surrey.  
 
Amongst the presents, which numbered approximately 70, was a cheque from the Village Club, of which the 
bridegroom is a member, and an oak table from the garden staff at Knoyle House. The indoor staff at Knoyle House 
also presented the bride and bridegroom with a tea service. 
Western Gazette Friday 03 January 1930 

 
Nonagenarian’s Death 
The death took place on Thursday of Mrs. M Mills, formerly of The Hawthorns, Upton, at the residence of her 
daughter, Mrs. J Gray, at Milton.  Mrs Mills, who had been in failing health for some time and bedridden for a number 
of years, had reached the age of 92 years. The funeral took place on Tuesday at the Parish Church, the Rev W 
Neville officiating. The family mourners were Mr and Mrs Gray, Miss A Mills, Mr J Scammell and Miss H Scammell, 
Miss L Gray and Mrs and Miss Gale. 
Western Gazette Friday 06 June 1930 

 
1931 Funeral of Mr. W Brice 

The funeral took place at East Knoyle Church on Wednesday of Mr William Bryce, of Cools Farm, East Knoyle, who 
passed away at the Salisbury Nursing Home, after a painful illness, at the early age of 48. The deceased, who was 
the eldest son of the late Mr. William Brice and Mrs. Brice, of Bolshayne, Colyford, came to Easy Knoyle from 
Widworthy, where he resided for a number of years. He was a keen agriculturalist and a practical farmer. He leaves a 
widow and four children (one son and three daughters).  
 
The funeral service was conducted by the Rev. W Neville. The hymns, “A few more years shall roll” and “Let saints 
on earth,” were sung, Mrs. Neville being at the organ. Acting as bearers were Messrs. P Bartlett, W Brain, I Jukes, 
and S Langford (neighbouring farmers). The family mourners were Mrs Brice (widow), Master Leslie Brice (son), 
Misses Florence, Lily, and Ethel Brice (daughters), Mrs. Brice (mother), Messrs E and R Brice (brothers), Mrs. E 
Underdown, Mrs J Gardner, and Miss L Brice (sisters), Mr J Sweetland (father-in-law), Mr F Sweetland, Mr and Mrs H 
Sweetland, Mr and Mrs Potbury, Mr J Gardener, Mrs E Brice, and Mrs R Brice (brothers-in-law and sisters-in-law), 
Mr. J Wheaton (uncle), Mrs. Martin (niece), Mr E G Bastable and Mr E C Carter (friends). Others present included 
Messrs R Jesse, A J Whitehead, I James, W Jukes, H Harris, C Woodham, A J Lamb, T H Moon, W Loaring, G Bell, 
F Richmond, and W Barter, Mrs. Langford, Mr. and Mrs. Board, Mrs Fulford, and Nurse Bennett.  
 
The funeral arrangements were carried out by Messrs W & E Mallett. Mrs Brice and family desire to return thanks to 
their many friends for kind enquiries made and the sympathy shown to them in their bereavement, and also for the 
beautiful floral tributes sent. 
Western Gazette Friday 22 May 1931 
 
Knoyle House Gardens 
By permission of the Dowager Countess of Pembroke, the gardens at Knoyle House, East Knoyle, will be opened in 
aid of district nursing on Sunday, June 14

th
 (2 pm-7 pm). Admission one shilling.  Nearest station Semley. 

Western Gazette Friday 12 June 1931 
 

The Storm 
The heavy thunderstorm which broke over Knoyle shortly after noon on Sunday was the most violent for a number of 
years. Exceptionally vivid lightning - at one time 15 flashes were counted in a minute, accompanied by deafening 
peals of thunder and torrential rain, lasted for an hour, and at one period hail stones fell, some of which were an inch 
in diameter. Many houses were flooded, drains being unable to carry away the abnormal downpour. Many gardens 
were damaged, while roads were left in a dangerous state owing to the deposit of stones and mud. 
Western Gazette Friday 19 June 1931 
 
Two Accidents 
On Sunday morning Mr A Garrett, whilst feeding his poultry, slipped and severely injured his back, necessitating his 
removal to Salisbury Infirmary, where he is making progress towards recovery. On Wednesday week Mrs Jesse, of 
Chapel Farm, was thrown from a milk-cart through the pony shying and dislocated her elbow. She was removed to 
Shaftesbury Hospital.  
Western Gazette Friday 14 August 1931 



 Parish Council Meeting 
Arising out of the minutes, the Clerk (Mr H Burton) said that at least seven people had applied for Council houses in 
Knoyle, but apparently the matter had been left in abeyance by the Mere Rural District Council. An application by the 
Wessex Electricity Corporation to place poles carrying current across Tenantry Down was granted by the Council. 
Western Gazette Friday 11 September 1931 

 
 Oldest Resident’s Birthday 

On September 1
st
 Mrs Emily Allen, of Milton, celebrated her 94

th
 birthday. She spent the morning quietly at home, 

and in the afternoon was entertained to tea by Col and Mrs Upton, of Milton House, who kindly fetched her and took 
her back by car. Whilst at tea she met many friends and well-wishers, including the Rector and Mrs Neville. 
Western Gazette Friday 11 September 1931 

 
1932 The death of Nurse Ellen Bennett, which took place on Thursday, caused a sense of profound grief to the whole 

village. Nurse Bennett had discharged the duties of parish nurse to the East Knoyle, Semley, and Sedgehill Nursing 
Association since October 1923. She was taken ill suddenly on Sunday evening, and Dr Beck removed her 
immediately to the Salisbury Infirmary, where she underwent a serious operation. Despite every effort of medical skill, 
she passed away on Thursday morning. The funeral was on Monday at Bristol, the home of her family. Many 
beautiful wreaths were sent from Knoyle, including those from the Nursing Association and the Women’s Institute. 
Western Gazette Friday 09 September 1932 

 
1933 Annual General Meeting 

The annual general meeting of the East Knoyle and District Pig Insurance Society was held on Friday at Harness-
room, Knoyle House, Colonel the Hon. George Herbert (president of the Club) taking the chair. The President 
commented on the success of the Club, which, organised three years ago and consisting of thirteen members, 
shared a balance of £36 10s 5d at the bank.  
Western Gazette Friday 13 January 1933 

 
Sunday School Anniversary 
The Congregational Sunday School celebrated their anniversary on Sunday, when the services were conducted by 
the Rev A Shaw. At the morning service the children read the Lesson and sang very nicely the hymn “Jesus loves the 
little children.”  At the evening service, when there was a large congregation, the Lesson was read by Mr J Hull, 
recitations were given by the scholars, and a duet was sung by Mrs Barter and Mrs Cox. The hymns were selected 
from the Congregational hymnal, and were sung with enthusiasm by scholars and adults, the organist was Mrs A 
Sully.   
 
The anniversary was the most successful in recent years, and much credit is due to the teachers, Mrs Shaw, Mrs H 
Burton, and Mr John Hull for their efforts.  It is pleasing to note that the number of scholars have increased during the 
year. The collections on Sunday were for the Sunday School. 
Western Gazette Friday 23 June 1933 

 
Married 
The wedding was solemnised in St. Leonard’s Church on Saturday of Mr. Archibald William James Coward, eldest 
son of Mr. and Mrs. W Coward, of Corner Farm, Semley, and Miss Nancy Caroline Marjorie Jay, youngest daughter 
of the late Mr Archibald Jay, of Friars Hayes, East Knoyle, and Mrs Jay, of Semley.  
 
The bride wore a grey spotted silk dress, with hat to match, grey stockings and black suede shoes. She also wore a 
crystal and amber necklet, the gift of the bridegroom. The Rector, Rev D Fitzmaurice officiated. The bride was given 
away by her godfather, Mr Barnes, of East Knoyle. Mr Ernest Coward, brother of the bridegroom, was best man. The 
bride and bridegroom were the recipients of about 60 useful presents. 
Western Gazette Friday 25 August 1933 

 
1934 Local Divorce Suit 

The decree nisi for divorce granted on February 5
th
, 1934, to Mrs Ruperta Sibyl Shand, whose address was then 

given as The Slades, East Knoyle, Salisbury, was on Wednesday, made absolute by Mr. Justice Crossman in the 
Vacation Court. 
Western Gazette Friday 17 August 1934 

 
Died 
On Wednesday week Miss A Alford passed away at the age of 82. To the end she took the keenest interest in the 
welfare of the village. She was the County Council representative on the school managers, and, until illness 
prevented her, Miss Alford was an energetic church worker, took a great interest in the Women’s Institute, and was a 
member of the West Wilts Conservative Association.  
 
The internment took place in the village churchyard on Saturday, in the presence of a large gathering of friends and 
parishioners, and was preceded by a service in the church. The Rector (the Rev. Ernest Cross) officiated and the 
hymns, “Jesu, lover of my soul” and “Abide with me,” were sung. Mr. A P Inkpen, of Shaftesbury, was at the organ.  
 
The chief mourners were Mr F Alford (brother), Mrs. and Mr. Strut (sister and brother-in-law), Mr. W Alford (nephew), 
Miss M Alford (niece), Mr. and Mrs. R W Strut and Mr. F Alford (cousins).  Others present included Mr and Mrs. F 
Coward, Mr. and Mrs. E Herrington, Miss Young, Mrs. F A Jay, Miss A Jay, the Rev Mr and Mrs Shaw, Mrs A Sully, 
Mr W Dowding, Miss B Dowding, Mr. and Mrs. Sansom, Mr and Mrs. Woodford, Mrs. Stevens, Mr. and Mrs. F T 
Young, Mr. and Mrs. H Burton, Mr M Genge, Mr and Mrs R Jesse, Mr and Mrs T Fowler, Mr and Mrs H A Fulford, Mrs 
F M Barnes, Mrs Cross (vice-president), Mrs A Garrett (hon. Secretary) representing the Women’s Institute, Mr F M 
Barnes and Miss Green (representing the East Knoyle School), Mr H E Miles, Mr H Tucker and Miss M Lampard. 
 



Amongst the many beautiful wreaths was one from the children and teachers of the schools, the Women’s Institute 
and the Constitutional Association, Knoyle branch.  Mr F Alford desires to thank all kind friends who sent messages 
of sympathy and flowers. 
Western Gazette Friday 21 September 1934 

 
1935 During the Christmas season the deaths have taken place in Tisbury of two old and well-respected inhabitants of 

East Knoyle. Mrs Fred Woodley, of Milton, died only a few days before Mrs Emily Allen, also previously of Milton. Mrs 
Allen was, whilst residing at Knoyle, the oldest inhabitant, having reached the great age of 98. Both were buried in 
the new Churchyard, the Rev E Cross officiating. 
Western Gazette Friday 11 January 1935 

 
Funeral  
The funeral took place on Tuesday of Mrs Frederick Oldfield, of “The Cottage,” East Knoyle, who died on Sunday. 
Mrs Oldfield had been ill for some months. She was greatly respected, and took an active part in the social life of the 
village, where she will be much missed.  
 
Till her illness made it impossible to continue she was secretary of the Women’s Institute. Aged 51, she formerly lived 
in Wilton, but came to Knoyle in 1912 with the Dowager Countess of Pembroke. The funeral service was at the 
Parish Church, the Rev E Cross officiating. The esteem in which Mrs Oldfield was held was shown by the number of 
people who attended to pay their last mark of respect to one who had worked with them, and for them, for a number 
of years. Amongst the many beautiful wreaths were those from the Women’s Institute, the Mother’s Union, the Choral 
Society, and the British Legion.  Mr Oldfield and Mr and Mrs Leat wish to thank all kind friends who sent messages of 
sympathy and flowers. 
Western Gazette Friday 11 January 1935 
 
Children’s Operetta 
A children’s operetta, entitled “Father Time and His Children,” was presented in the Village Hall on Friday, with a 
matinee on Saturday. The success which attended both performances was due largely to Mrs Barnes, who had 
worked untiringly at practices and rehearsals, with the assistance of Miss Begarie and Miss Green. The proceeds 
were in aid of the Children’s Union Home, at Pyford, and a social for the Knoyle children. 
 
The characters were:-- 
“Father Time,” Mr. A V Nisbeck   Attendants, Robert Tanswell and Bertie Houghton  
New Year, Francis Houghton     January, Sylvia Brockway  
February, Irma Wood    March, Betty Street 
April, Joan Hull     May, Pamela Brockway 
June, Ruby Fry     July, Brenda Tanswell 
August, Joan Forward    September, Doris Street 
October, Muriel Ovens    November, Tessie Hyde 
December, Peter Houghton    Spring, Louie Street (attendant, Della Grant) 
Summer, Margo Sully (attendant, Audrey Snook)   Autumn, Ivy Houghton (attendant, Pat Clements) 
Winter, Violet Forward (attendant, Edna Snook)   February 29

th
, Leap Year, Sylvia Fry 

 
Fairies: S Brockway, I Wood, B Street, B Tanswell, J Hull, T Hyde, R Fry, P Brockway, E Snook, D Grant, A Snook, 
and F Houghton.  Father Christmas, Mrs Barnes 
Western Gazette Friday 20 December 1935 

  
1936 Letter to the Editor 

Sir, A note appeared in your issue of June 26
th
, under East Knoyle, mentioning the need for repairing our church 

organ.  I am grateful to you for giving publicity to the matter, in case there are absent friends of the parish who care to 
help.  But I do not know who is responsible for the statement that the organ was played on by Sir Christopher Wren, 
and think it ought not to go uncorrected, for the existing instrument is of a much later date.   
 
Indeed (though I cannot say with certainty) the history of organ development would suggest that it is in the highest 
degree improbable that this church possessed such an instrument 300 years ago, during the rectorate of Sir 
Christopher Wren’s father, Dr. Wren. 
Yours very truly, Ernest Cross (Rector) East Knoyle, Wilts.  
Western Gazette Friday 03 July 1936 

 
Tisbury Petty Sessions 
“I suggest that this was a cast of outrageous overcrowding; there were enough people to fill two coaches” said 
Inspector Townsend during the proceedings at Tisbury Sessions on Thursday against Richard G Bartlett of East 
Knoyle for permitting a public service vehicle to be overcrowded at Donhead St Mary on September 15

th
.   

 
Mr Townsend stated that the offence was committed following Shaftesbury Carnival procession.  Defendant was 
stopped at 9.55pm whilst proceeding towards East Knoyle by PS Stokes.  His coach was licensed to seat 20 people 
but there were 34 adults and 13 children in it.  There had been similar cases before the Court, but in the submission 
of the prosecution, none compared with this. 

 
Defendant stated that he ran plenty of coaches from the carnival but the early ones had only a few passengers.  At 
9.45 there were about 70 people waiting to go back and although he promised them that he would return and pick 
them up, they crowded into his coach.  A relief bus developed engine trouble and was delayed from starting for some 
time.  His coach, although it contained only 20 seats, was built to accommodate 26, and the overcrowding was 
therefore not so great as might appear to be the case.  A fine of 30s was imposed. 
Western Gazette October 16 1936 



Tisbury Petty Sessions 
Clarence Godfrey Streets, aged 18, of 35 High-street, East Knoyle, pleaded guilty to charges of stealing two 10s 
notes, the property of Frank Tuck, of the Stores, East Knoyle, on December 3

rd
, and three £1 notes between 

November 25
th
 and 27

th
.   

 
PC Beard stated that he was called to Mr Tuck’s stores on December 3

rd
, and was told that two 10s notes had been 

taken from a cash box which was left in the office.  Mr Tuck also complained that he had missed three £1 notes on 
November 27

th
.  He said defendant was the only customer who came into his shop before the money was missed on 

December 3
rd
.   

 
Witness interviewed Streets and at first the accused denied knowledge of the missing money.  Eventually, however, 
he drew a wallet from his pocket and produced two 10s notes, the numbers of which were similar to those on the 
notes stolen from the office.   
 
He was then asked if he had been in the stores before and he said, “Yes, I took three £1 notes from there one day 
last week.  I will go and get them if Mr Tuck will let the matter drop”.  Streets subsequently handed over three £1 
notes.  Replying to the chairman, PC Beard said defendant was employed as a poultry-man, at a wage of 21s a 
week.  Formerly he worked as under-gardener for Col the Hon George Herbert.  He lived with his parents who were 
very respectable people and nothing was known against him.  A testimonial was produced from the head gardener at 
Knoyle House in which it was stated that he always found Streets a good worker and honest in every way.  
Defendant said he was very sorry it happened.  He had not been in trouble before.  
 
In binding Streets over on probation, for two years, the chairman said “This is a serious matter and one for which you 
might have been sent to prison.  You stole this money, although you did not appear to be in want.  As it is your first 
offence, we shall take a lenient view.  The Probation Officer will look after you, give you advice, and try to keep you 
straight in future”. 
Western Gazette Friday 18 December 1936 

 
1937 Clouds House Sold 

It is announced that Clouds has been sold with 50 acres. The late Mr George Wyndham lived there until his death in 
1911.  The mansion was built from the designs of Philip Webb, the friend of Burne-Jones, Morris, and Rossetti. It was 
burned down in 1889, but was at once rebuilt on precisely the same lines.  Most of the estate which once surrounded 
the house has been broken up. Messrs John D Wood & Co. (Berkley-square) acting with Messrs. Senior & Goodwin 
and Mr. H E Miles, the local estate agent, affected the present sale. 
Western Gazette Friday 12 February 1937 

 
1939 Lighting and Telephone System Failures 

The snow storm in the East Knoyle area was particularly severe.  Main roads over the downs were blocked and many 
cars were stranded.   The mail van, which left Knoyle on the night of the snowfall, became embedded in a drift on the 
road to Hindon and was not extricated until Saturday.  On that evening too, the electric lighting failed and the village 
became telephonically isolated from the rest of the world.   
 
Those responsible for clearing the roads and effecting repairs to the electricity circuit and the telephone system 
worked hard and normal conditions were soon restored.  It was not however until Tuesday that the Wilts and Dorset 
‘bus could get through from Salisbury, as for practically the whole distance between Hindon and Knoyle, a passage 
had to be dug out by the roadmen.  Being a minor road, work was delayed until the main roads had been cleared. 
Western Gazette Friday 03 February 1939 

 
For Sale 
1935 Triumph Gloria Sports Tourer, good condition.  Sully, East Knoyle 
Western Gazette 21 April 1939  
 

1940 Royal Visit  
Her Majesty Queen Mary visited the Dowager Countess of Pembroke and Col The Hon Sir George Herbert, bart, at 
Knoyle House on Tuesday afternoon. 
Western Gazette 26 April 1940  

 
1943 Wiltshire Farmer on Drink Charge 

At Shaftesbury Sessions on Tuesday, George Miller (47), farmer, Cools Farm, East Knoyle, was fined £2 with £1 
costs for driving a motor car when under the influence of drink.  He was represented by Mr G L Lush (Salisbury) and 
pleaded not guilty. 
 
PC Balgent said in Bell-street Shaftesbury, he saw a car stationary outside Davis’s baker’s shop.  The engine was 
running and the driver was trying unsuccessfully to engage the gears, but eventually the engine stalled.  Quite a 
crowd gathered round to watch.  Defendant’s breath smelt of alcohol and his speech was incoherent.  Dr J M Cale 
said Miller was “hardly fit to be in charge of a car because he was slightly under the influence of drink.” 
 
Mr Lush:  Generally speaking, was it not a border line case?  Witness replied that he had to consider the matter very 
carefully.  Inspector F Malkin asserted that Miller was drunk.  “Defendant, on oath, said he had had only 2 pints of 
beer and after the market he picked his little girl up from school in the car and then drove to the fish shop in Bell-
street.  He did not think he was under the influence of drink.  Announcing the fine and licence endorsement, the 
Chairman, Brig Gen R A Berners, said the Bench had taken into consideration the deprivation of the licence for a 
year, which they might have ordered, would be detrimental to defendant’s business. 
Western Gazette 14 May 1943 

 



 
East Knoyle Farmer Fined 
At Tisbury Petty Sessions on Thursday, George Miller, of Cools Farm, East Knoyle, was fined £35 with £6 16s 6d 
costs, an advocate’s fee of 21s and his licence suspended for 12 months, for having been in charge of a motor car 
whilst under the influence of drink.  He was defended by Mr W Farley Rutter (Shaftesbury) and Mr Ireland (Devizes) 
prosecuted.   

 
The prosecution alleged that at 1.40pm on June 21

st
, PC Beard was returning from Semley Station in a car driven by 

Mr A J Sully of East Knoyle and that when they got to Toke’s Lane they saw defendant’s car standing by the roadside 
facing in the direction of East Knoyle and defendant was by the gate trying to get up off the ground.  He had 
apparently got out of his car to open the gate and had fallen down.  He was holding on to the bottom rail of the gate 
and when he tried to get up, he pulled the gate toward him and this knocked him back again.  He again tried to get 
up, holding the gate with his right hand, and with his left hand and knee on the ground, he then pushed the gate into 
the hedge behind him.   
 
PC Beard got defendant to his feet and found that he was unsteady on his feet, smelled strongly of drink, and his 
speech was slurred.  He told Miller that he was definitely under the influence of drink and he said he had come from 
the Kingsettle, where he had had two glasses of beer.  When Miller tried to enter the car, he again fell over, and as 
he tried to start the engine, PC Beard removed the ignition key.  On the way to Tisbury Police Station, defendant kept 
saying “I am sorry, can we square this up without going to the Police Station”.  Defendant denied the allegation and 
for the defence it was said that he had been to get a hay knife repaired and had had a drink or two.  When he got to 
the gate across the Common, he got out to open it and in doing so, fell down 
Western Gazette July 16 1943 

 
1945 Portrait of Henry Vlll – Knoyle House Pictures Sold 

Pictures and historical portraits by or attributed to old Masters, belonging to the late Miss Jane M Seymour, of East 
Knoyle House, Wilts, and formerly of Trent Manor, Somerset, were sold by Christie’s on Friday.  The chief object of 
interest was the whole-length portrait of King Henry V111, which Dr Waagen in his “Treasures of Art in Great Britain” 
attributes to Holbein on the grounds of its long connection with the Seymour family.   
 
Miss Seymour was a descendant of Jane Seymour, wife of Henry V111 and mother of Edward V1.  The picture was 
bought by a representative of the Walker Art Gallery, Liverpool, for £3,360.  a small panel (15 in by 12¼ in) of a 
portrait of Edward Vl, son of Jane Seymour, in a blue embroidered dress, with fur cloak and b lack cap with white 
ostrich feather, also ascribed to Holbein, went to a well-known English collector for £997 10s.  The Knoyle House 
pictures realised in all £18,197 
Taunton Courier & Western Advertiser 27 January 1945  
 

1946 There was a large attendance at the Red Lion Hotel Salisbury on Tuesday when the East Knoyle Estate was offered 
for sale by Messrs Rawlence & Squarey acting under instructions from the executors of the late Miss J M Seymour.  
The estate, which consists of 962 acres, includes the mansion known as Knoyle House which for many years was 
the home of the late Colonel Sir George Herbert and his mother, the late Dowager Countess of Pembroke.  Its 
gardens are famous throughout Wiltshire and neighbouring counties.   

 
Since the death of the Dowager Countess, the mansion has been used as the Beatrix Nursery, for the Waifs and 
Strays Society.  Other properties included in the estate were the Seymour Arms Hotel, four excellent farms with first 
class buildings, the village post-office and general stores, agricultural land, picturesque cottages and valuable 
building sites.   
 
Mr J K Shallcross occupied the rostrum and first offered the estate as a whole in one lot.  Biddings commenced at 
£35,000 and after spirited competition of £1,000 bids, it rose to £50,000 at which figure the estate was secured by 
Messrs Jackson Stops & Staff, Yeovil, on behalf of a client who, in addition, will pay £6,794 for timber. 
Western Gazette 05 April1946  
 

1947 The second serious fire to occur at Summerleaze Farm, East Knoyle, occupied by Mr Norman Hughes, broke out on 
Tuesday afternoon resulting in the loss of more valuable feeding stuffs.  On August 20

th
, fire destroyed two ricks of 

corn and the damage on that occasion was in the region of nearly £1,000. (part article only) 
Western Gazette 12 September 1947 

 
1949 Double Funeral 

Mr and Mrs George Merryweather, of Leigh-lane, died within two days of each other.  Mrs Mary Esther Jane 
Merryweather, who was 86, died two days before her husband, who was 79.  The first part of the funeral service, 
conducted by the Rev Humphries, was in the Congregational Church East Knoyle, and interment followed in one 
grave at Sedgehill, where the couple were married nearly 50 years ago. 

 
Family mourners were Mr H Merryweather (brother), Mrs Buckfield (sister), Mr and Miss Fricker (nephew and great 
niece), Mr Reuben Snook (nephew), Mr and Mrs Rupert Snook (nephew and niece).  Mr F Merryweather (brother), 
Mrs Wigmore and Mrs Moore (sisters) and Mrs A Fricker (niece) were unable to attend.   
Western Gazette 18 March 1949 
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