
The Primrose League 1889-1928  
 

Wardour Habitation 
 
The Wardour Habitation has been undergoing a complete re-organisation during the two months since the Rev 
Havard has been appointed Hon Secretary.  
 
It is now divided into five centres, at each of which there will be political lectures during the winter from time to 
time.  A few nights since, the members in the Tisbury centre commenced the winter campaign by a members’ 
tea, to which about 200 sat down. 
 
This was followed by a torchlight procession of members through the streets to the strains of the Wardour 
Brass Band, the procession being headed by Colonel Best (Ruling Councillor), who was supported on one side 
by the Rev Laud Havard, Hon Secretary, and on the other by Mr John Alford, Hon Treasurer. 
 

The evening was concluded by a short meeting in the Victoria Hall when Colonel Best proposed, and Captain Chaloner 
seconded, a vote of thanks to the Hon Secretary and Wardens, who had enrolled nearly 200 members in the last two months.  
Colonel Best also expressed the regret of Lord Arundell of Wardour, Mr W H Grimshaw, the Conservative Candidate for South 
Wilts, and Messrs Shaw-Stewart, Lightfoot, Gosling and King, at being unable to be present.  The meeting was followed by a 
dance, at which there were about 300 members. 
Morning Post Wednesday 25 December 1889 

……………….. 
 
The annual meeting was held at the South Western Hotel on Tuesday, Mr J Benett-Stanford presiding.  Officers for the coming 
year were elected as follows:   Mrs Morrison of Fonthill House (the mother of the popular Conservative candidate for the 
division), was unanimously re-elected ruling Councillor, as were also Mrs J E Jeffery as secretary, and Mr James Street as 
treasurer.  The wardens elected were Mrs Jesty, the Misses L Osmond, E Russell, Jeffery, A Lush and Street and Messrs G 
Turner and J Combes. 
Western Gazette Friday 07 April 1899 

……………….. 
 
The annual meeting was held in the Victoria Hall Tisbury on Thursday afternoon.  The following officers were unanimously re-
elected for the ensuring year:  Mr Hugh Morrison, Ruling Councillor; Lady Arundell of Wardour, Dame President; Mrs Jeffery, 
secretary; Mr J Street, treasurer; and the various excellent wardens for the different districts. 
Western Gazette Friday 03 May 1912 

……………….. 
 
Junior Primrose League  
At the monthly meeting of the “Buds”, held recently at Place Farm, there were about 40 members present.  The Rev C L 
Desailly gave a most interesting talk on the “Buds’ Promise”.  Marion Hamblin was successful in winning first prize for pressed 
wild flowers in a competition open to all England, and was heartily congratulated.  The annual outing took place on Thursday, 
when 39 members went by char-a-banc to Shearwater, and spent a most enjoyable afternoon and evening.  The children were 
accompanied by Mrs Dean (president), Mrs Ashford (honorary secretary), Miss Fleetwood and the Misses Weskett. 
Western Gazette Friday 17 June 1927 

……………….. 
 
The annual general meeting of the Wardour Habitation of the Primrose League was held in the Victoria Hall on Friday.  Lord 
Arundell of Wardour presided over a representative gathering and Lady Arundell was present.  The Dowager Lady Arundell 
was unable to attend through indisposition, also Mr Hugh Morrison, M.P. 
 
The Secretary (Mrs Dean) reported on the activities of the year, several meetings having been held, at which the speakers 
were Mr Hugh Morrison M.P., Col George Herbert, Mr Cracknell, Miss E Olivier and Sir Reginald Bennett, the secretary from 
London.  
 
The Treasurer (Mr J Street) reported that the financial position was very favourable.  The “Buds” Secretary (Mrs Ashford) said 
the monthly meetings had been well attended by the children, the numbers steadily increasing.  The “Gazette” Secretary (Miss 
Weskett) also made a report.  Officers were re-elected en bloc and were thanked for their work by Lord Arundell. 
Western Gazette Friday 27 April 1928 

……………….. 
 

The Primrose League, founded in 1883 and active until the mid-1990’s, was affiliated to the Conservative Party.   
Regional groups were called Habitations 
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