
The Crown Inn Slate Club 1898 - 1935 
 

 
 

1898 The members of the Wardour Slate Club (aka the Crown Inn Slate Club) held their annual dinner in the Victoria Hall 
on Wednesday evening.   An excellent spread was provided by Mr Wright.   

 
Mr J A Morrison, of Southill House, took the chair supported by Mr J A Ensor, Captain C A Ensor, Mr J H Bracher, Mr 
Hibberd, and others.  After dinner the loyal toasts were honoured and Mr J A Ensor gave “The Bishop, Clergy, &c” to 
which the Rev W S Hulme suitably replied. “The Army, Navy and Reserve Forces” was entrusted to Mr A Hibberd, 
who coupled with the toast the name of Captain C A Ensor, which was well received. 
  
In reply, Captain Ensor thanked all for the manner in which the toast had been received, and said it was quite 
unnecessary for him to speak at any length on the matter.   Whatever was said would only amount to one word, 
which was “praise”.  All Englishmen were rightly proud of their Navy, which they knew was a necessary factor for the 
peace of the world.  The Army was, perhaps, small compared to some others, but it was efficient, which was 
important.  As to the Volunteers, he thought they were in a good position considering that the facilities for drill &c 
were not great. 

 
The next toast was that of “The Chairman” which, in kindly words, was submitted by Mr J H Bracher, and received 
with musical honours and cheers.  Lieutenant Morrison, on rising to reply, was greeted with another outburst.  He 
thanked the company for the reception given him, which was most gratifying.  Speaking of the Reserve Forces, he 
said he considered the volunteers were in a really good position,  although, as Captain Ensor truly said, the facilities 
for drill were not great as compared with the Regulars, they could doubtless render a good account of themselves.  
All had seen what raw material could do in the late war when many of the American soldiers were only enrolled just 
before it began and fought well. 

 
The Chairman remarked that a few months ago when he was at Omdurman he should like to have had such a dinner 
as they had just enjoyed.  But it was then a case of a few hard biscuits and a little bully beef.  (Applause)  Mr J P 
Moxham proposed “The Wardour Slate Club” to which the Secretary, Mr C Reed, replied, stating that although they 
had had a good deal of sickness during the past year, each member had been able to receive 6s 7½d dividend. 

 
“The Host and Hostess” by the Chairman, who paid Mr and Mrs Wright a compliment on the way in which they had 
catered, brought the toast list to a close.     
 
Songs were given during the evening by the Chairman, the Rev W S Hulme, Messrs Beacham, H Foot, A Foot, W 
Meatyard, H Risdon, C Read, W Woods, Chaplin, W Lever, and others, Mr F H Hinton acting as accompanist.   
Western Gazette Friday 23 December 1898 

 

1901 This annual fixture of the Wardour Slate Club took place at the Crown Inn yesterday week, when there was a good 
number present. Dinner was provided by Mr D Wright and Mr Theodore Sibeth, who presided, was supported by Mr J 
H Bracher, Mr W Kendall, Mr H Mounty, Mr F Fairlie, Mr G A Bull, Mr Seamark, Mr J Moxham, Mr Trump &c.  

 
After the usual toast list had been gone through, songs were given by several of the company.  The Secretary, Mr C 
Read, presented his report, showing the Society to be flourishing. 
Western Gazette Friday 29 March 1901 

 
1926 The annual fete in connection with the Crown Inn Slate Club, Tisbury, was held on Saturday in fine weather. Dinner 

was served in the old Club-room, under the presidency of the Rev M. W. Lumsden, who was supported by the Vicar 
of Tisbury (Rev T Miller), Messrs E Young, J Freestone, A Davis, A Andow, J Read, H Oakley, S G Baker, F Scott 
(chairman of the Club and fete secretary), H. Read (secretary), and others.  An excellent meal was provided by Mr 
and Mrs L Gale. 

 
The loyal toasts were enthusiastically drunk. Mr Davis, in proposing “The Bishop and Ministers of all denominations,” 
spoke of the friendliness existing between the denominations in Tisbury, and said it was delightful to feel that they 
were united in their purpose of helping people on their way through life.   
 
The Vicar, in reply, said they were very sorry to lose Father Jinks, who attended the dinner last year. In the present 
conditions of life they could not all belong to one denomination of Christian thought, but they could strive to support 
religious principles, and aim at the grand ideal of a universal church. 



 
Waiting for a War Memorial 
Mr J Freestone proposed “The Forces of the Crown.” If they wanted peace, he said, it was essential that the fighting 
forces should be strong enough to hold the peace.  They had lately been reading of the tremendous move that 
Germany was making in the direction of training youths on military lines, and he thought it behoved this country to 
establish a military standard of training for the boys and lads of the towns and villages. He did not advocate 
militarism, but he did advocate the duty of being prepared (hear, hear). 

 
After the toast of “The Host and Hostess” had been drunk, a procession was formed headed by the Ansty Band and 
the members paraded via Station-street to the fete field.  Band selections, conducted by Mr J Lever, sports, 
competitions, and dancing provided entertainment until nightfall. 
Western Gazette Friday 10 September 1926 (part article only) 
 

1927 On Saturday the members of the Crown Inn Slate Club held their annual fete and demonstration and the day being 
fine, a large number participated, particularly in the evening.  The proceedings commenced with a dinner in the Club-
room, provided by host Gale. 
 
Mr W R Shaw-Stewart, who presided over a company of over 80, was supported by the Revs G T Miller and M W 
Lumsden, Lieut-Commander Wiltshire, Messrs J F Fairlie, G E Lush, E W Young, A Adams, Dodsworth and Aldridge. 
Letters regretting inability to be present were received from Mr Hugh Morrison MP, Lord Arundell of Wardour, the Hon 
G Herbert, Colonel Benett-Stanford and others. 
 
After the loyal toasts had been honoured, Mr J F Fairlie proposed “The Bishop, Clergy and Ministers of all 
Denominations” to which the Vicar responded.  The toast of “The Army and Air Forces” submitted by Mr Freestone 
was replied to by Lieut-Commander Wiltshire.  “Success to the Crown Inn Slate Club” was proposed by the chairman 
and responded to by the Secretary, Mr H Read.  Other toasts were to The Visitors given by Mr F Scott, responded to 
by Mr Young; The Host submitted by the Rev M W Lumsden, and The Chairman proffered by Mr G E Lush. 
 
After dinner, the members and visitors formed a procession and headed by the Ansty Brass Band proceeded through 
Church-street to the Parsonage Field, kindly lent by Mr C Bright, where there were various competitions and 
amusements.  Prize winners were: Bowling - Mr Kellow and Mr A Mould; Bean Bag Board - Mr W Kellow; Pegging 
Clothes Line - Mr F Rixon and Mr S Coombes; Cork Sticking - Mr T Howell.  During the afternoon the Ansty Band 
under Bandmaster J Lever, discoursed selections and played for dancing in the evening.  The arrangements were 
carried out by Messrs F Scott and H Read (secretaries), with a representative Committee. 
Western Gazette Friday 02 September 1927 

 
1931 A plea for the shopkeeper of the small towns, combined with an appeal to the trader to render up-to-date service to 

his customers, was a feature of the speeches at the annual dinner of the Benefit Club carried on at the Old Crown Inn 
at Tisbury, on Saturday.  The Club has a membership of 184, and they dined in two sections in the quaint stone-built 
and gabled Club-room of the inn, under the presidency of Mr E Young.  Among those present were Lord Arundell of 
Wardour, the Hon John Arundell, Dr Knight, the Rev M W Lumsden, Mr F L Cracknell, Mr Hatcher, Mr J Freestone, 
Mr H Read (hon secretary), Mr F Scott (fete secretary), and others. 

 
Proposing ‘The Navy and Army’ the Hon John Arundell said the Services were the means by which the empire had 
been protected and England had been built up.  Whilst mountaineering in the Austrian Alps, he was struck with the 
wonderful frontier barrier the country possessed in that range of mountains, yet he was assured that if the frontier 
were adequately protected, double the population of Austria would be required.  To adequately protect the frontiers of 
the British Empire was a gigantic task, but the arguments for economy and disarmament had led this country to 
reduce the protective forces to a point that many regarded as being perilously low in proportion to the needs of the 
Empire.  If we could not maintain the Army and Navy in quantity, we must see that the Services were efficient in 
quality, and in that sense he was certain that the toast would commend itself (applause). 

 
Mr F L Cracknell, who responded, said he thought the country would consider any further reductions of the Navy and 
Army as error of judgement.  There was a limit below which we could not go, and the prevailing opinion was that it 
was reached some time ago.  To a very large degree, the armed Forces were the police of the empire, and must be 
maintained in sufficient strength to carry out their police duties. 

 
The toast of ‘The trade and town of Tisbury’ was submitted by the Rev M W Lumsden, who said the finest thing for 
the prosperity of a place was that everyone should work together.  Tisbury had a certain number of amenities, and 
they should do everything they could to advertise the town so that people would come there.  In these days there was 
no need for anyone to go away from home to find attractive shops.  Those who went to other towns to make 
purchases could look round the Tisbury shops and find that they could have done quite as well in their home town. 

 
He wished that more shopkeepers had attended the dinner to show that they also took an interest in the local 
institutions.  They wanted to get away from narrow individual ideas and realise that the well-being of the community 
meant the well-being of the individual.  They had to steer quite clear of any political theme, but he could not help 
saying that he thought there was no call for pessimism in the affairs of the country.  Even if we had not got all the 
money we wanted, life was never more comfortable than it was today and he did not think this country was going to 
be bankrupt.  If this country was bankrupt, the world was bankrupt.  In distracting times, there was all the more need 
for those living in the country towns to act together with the object of making their own community as prosperous as 
possible. 

 
Dr Knight, in reply, humorously remarked that doctors and clergymen were notoriously bad as business men.  
Tisbury had the advantage of a situation in one of the most beautiful parts of the country and its attractions should 
bring residents and customers to the town.  He knew there was some feeling that the local people were apt to go 



elsewhere for shopping when they might do equally well in Tisbury.  He thought it was only fair that those in trade in 
the town, who shared the burden of the rates, should be supported by the local residents.  He could claim to act up to 
that principle, and he hoped that a larger number would do so in the future (applause). 

 
The Chairman, proposing “The Crown Inn Slate Club” said he understood that the Club assisted in sick homes to an 
unusual extent during the past year, but he believed there was quite a good share out at Christmastide.  They were 
very pleased to welcome new visitors at the dinner, but they regretted that some who had been with them were gone 
from amongst them.  They especially deplored the loss of Mr Morrison, who presided on many occasions and always 
enjoyed the gatherings of the countryside (hear, hear).  It was the earnest hope of the visitors that the club would 
carry on its work and still be able to distribute a good surplus at the end of the year. 

 
Mr H Read said the Club had a membership of 159 last year, and after meeting sick claims, was able to distribute 9s 
3d to each member.  This year the membership had risen to 184.  The sick payments were rather heavier than last 
year for the first six months, but he hoped that the worst was over and that the final result would be satisfactory.   
 
Mr F Scott, who also responded, thanked the visitors for the support they had given the club and acknowledged 
subscriptions from several gentlemen who were unable to attend.  Although the weather was bad on their fete day 
last year, they were able to hand over £5 to the Club funds.  For the competitions at the fete, Mrs Lever had kindly 
given a cake, Messrs Gibbs Mew & Co a cask of ale, Mr Best a leg of mutton and the Co-operative Society a watch, 
and they were indebted to Mr Fry for the loan of the field. 

 
The toast of “The Host and Hostess” was drunk on the proposition of Mr J Freestone, and Mr G Tucker responded.  
Mr Arlott, giving the toast of “The Chairman” remarked that if hopes held out in certain quarters were realised, and 
Tisbury became a borough, Mr Young would be the first Mayor (laughter and applause).  Mr Young briefly returned 
thanks and wished the members a pleasant and successful fete. 

 
The Ansty Band, which had provided musical accompaniments to the toasts, headed the procession of visitors and 
members to the fete field.  The winners of the various competitions were:  Treasure hunt, Mr J Smith; skittles, Mr E 
Gray; bowling, Mr E Lloyd; bean bag board, Mr E Browning; stop watch, Mr A F Scott; weight of cake, Mrs M Fowles; 
bottle of peas, Mr Hornblow.  
Western Gazette Friday 04 September 1931 

 
1932 When most things like village slate clubs, languishing for years, are gradually falling out altogether, it is interesting to 

find that the Crown Inn Slate club at Tisbury last year increased its membership.    The annual dinner held at the 
Crown Inn on Saturday was not so well attended as is generally the case.  This was due to an unfortunate clash in a 
number of local engagements, but the affairs of the club were shown to be in a remarkably healthy condition.  The 
dinner, an excellently served meal provided by Mr and Mrs Tucker, was followed by the annual sports and fete in a 
near-by field.  

 

The Chairman proposed the toast of The Crown Inn Slate Club and paid a warm tribute to the work of the club 
Secretary, Mr Read, and the Fete Secretary, Mr Scott, and said the club could not be better served than it was by 
these two officials.  Mr Read, in reply, said their membership last year was 165, to whom, after meeting all the calls 
for sick pay &c. they were able to pay out 9s 3d each.  This year they had an increase of eight members.  
Unfortunately they had lost two by death which left them with a membership at present of 171.   

 
Up to date they had paid out this year £124 18s in sick pay and £17 2s in funeral claims.  Mr Scott, who proposed the 
health of the visitors, read letters of apology for absence from, among others, the Duke of Somerset, Lord Arundell of 
Wardour, Colonel the Hon George Herbert, Colonel J Benett-Stanford, Col Fell, Major D Despencer-Roberston MP, 
Mr W R Shaw-Stewart and Mr John Morrison.  Mr Scott said he had been secretary of the fete since 1925 and from 
that year till last year they made a total profit of £110 6s, which showed that the day was a success. (part article only) 
Western Gazette Friday 22 July 1932 

 
1935 The Crown Inn Slate Club, Tisbury, held its annual dinner and fete on Saturday in ideal weather.  It was so happily 

favoured by the weather that it suffered in consequence, for many of the members were detained at haymaking.   
There was, however, a good muster, and the features which made these functions red-letter days in the rural 
calendar of a bygone age were all there even if the celebrations were of a subdued character - the ample spread, the 
band, the procession, sports, competitions and roundabouts.   

 
This year there was one notable absentee from the top table.  The Rev M W Lumsden, who has been a stalwart of 
the Club since its foundation many years ago, and has rarely, if ever before, missed attending the dinner, was 
seriously ill.  The sincerity of the regret which came from the members was an eloquent tribute to Mr Lumsden’s long 
and unsparing attachment to the everyday interests of the working classes in the district. 

 
Mr Edward Young, another generous support of the Club, presided over the dinner, supported by Mr T Herbert Gray 
(secretary of the Salisbury Infirmary League), the Rev Father Cyril Hookway, the Rev J M McTear, Mr Walter Porter 
(district organiser of the National Union of Agricultural Workers), Mr F J Mould (the secretary), Mr A Blandford 
(chairman), Mr H A Stevens (secretary of the fete) and Mr C Marshall. 

 
Following the loyal toast, Father Hookway proposing “The Crown Inn Slate Club and Kindred Clubs” congratulated 
them upon the satisfactory state of their affairs and paid tribute to the work of the officials, Mr A Blandford, Mr F J 
Mould and Mr Stevens.   
Offering a welcome to Mr Gray, Father Hookway said they all ought to have the Infirmary at heart in Tisbury, and 
suggested that every club and every institution in the town should do something to help the funds.  He knew the 
Town Football Club had sent a donation and that the Tisbury Hearts Football Club were going to send one.   
 



He thought the Slate Clubs might be able to do something as well.  Mr Mould, responding, said the Club was fairly 
strong.  They had 108 members and the sick pay and death benefit paid out during the first half of this year had 
amounted to £17 13s.  Haymaking, he explained, had kept many of the members away that day.  Mr Blandford also 
replied and in the name of the Club thanked all the visitors and people in the district who so loyally supported them. 

 
Unselfish Motives 
Mr Gray, responding, said a slate club was one of those very unselfish things in which everybody was out to help 
everybody else.  They existed to make provision for happenings in life such as sickness and he thought that one of 
the most estimable things in this world was the love of people for their fellow creatures.  Those clubs certainly did 
exemplify that spirit to the fullest degree.   
 
The Infirmary League which he represented was also a body of people banded together to make provision for people 
who needed help in hospital.  There were numbers of people who had not the slightest idea of what went on in a 
hospital.  They passed the building and saw bricks and mortar, but unless they had had actual experience on the 
inside, they did not realise that something was going on there during every hour of the 24, and that the patients were 
receiving the most skilled service it was possible to have. 
 
A Neglected Class 
There was only once class of people who were not adequately provided for in that way.  The working classes had 
everything possible that medical skill could give them and the riche people also could have it.  But the class in 
between - the middle class - were very much worse off because they were not allowed to go into voluntary hospitals 
and, generally speaking, there was no provision for them.  He was glad to say, however, that some provision for them 
would be made in the future at Salisbury Infirmary. 

 
Tisbury’s “First Citizen” 
The Rev J M McTear, in proposing the health of the chairman, said that whilst Mr Young made no pretensions 
whatever to assume a sort of superiority over his fellow men, he seemed to be generally recognised as the first 
citizen of Tisbury (hear, hear).  He was in a position where he could do a tremendous amount of good, and he got on 
with it without saying very much.  Mr McTear apologised for the absence of Canon Barnes, who was visiting his old 
parish at Stockport.  He also expressed deep regret at the absence through illness of their old friend, the Rev M W 
Lumsden.  He went to see him that morning and he really was disappointed that for the first time for a great many 
years he was unable to attend that dinner.  He sent a message of goodwill to the members.  The Chairman replied, 
and in proposing the health of the visitors, said apologies for absence had been received from many people in the 
district.  One of the principal visitors they missed was Mr Lumsden (hear, hear).   

 
Disappearing Village Customs 
Mr Walter Porter, in reply, associated himself with the expression of regret at Mr Lumsden’s illness.  He then spoke of 
the decay and disappearance of some of the old customs and societies that once flourished in their villages and said 
their passing was a definite loss.  In Tisbury they were fortunate to have a very good slate club and an enthusiastic 
secretary upon whom their success must largely depend.  A criticism he had heard of the scheme, for giving 
unemployment insurance to farm workers, was that it would be the men who were only employed causally who would 
get all the benefit.  That argument was all wrong - it was the man who paid into a club or into any insurance scheme 
and never had occasion to want the benefit who was the lucky man (hear, hear). 

 
The Extra Benefit 
Whilst the National Health Insurance scheme was generally a very good one, the benefits paid out from that one 
source alone were insufficient to meet all the demands when the breadwinner was ill.  He knew what he was talking 
about because he got numerous requests from farm workers in villages when there were no slate clubs who found in 
times of sickness that National Health Insurance was insufficient and so they had to make them grants from the 
benevolent fund of the organisation with which he was connected.  But men in slate clubs were in a position to deal 
with that situation as it arose, and in many cases they found they were receiving more when they were on the sick list 
than they received at work.  That, he thought, was right because when a man was ill he needed more help to get 
better. 

 
The Rev McTear proposed “The Host and Hostess” and Mr G Tucker, who is also treasurer of the Club, replied.  After 
the dinner the members formed in procession and, led by the Ansty Band, marched to the field for the fete.   
Western Gazette Friday 12 July 1935 
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