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1870 The collection in aid of the Sick and Wounded in the war, after a sermon in the church on Sunday evening, amounted to 11/. 5s.  

Shirts and pillow cases have been made at the National School for the same object.  

Salisbury and Winchester Journal 01 October 1870 

 

1882 H M Inspector has reported as follows:   

Mixed School - The discipline is good and the general state of the school work indicates a most satisfactory rate of progress.  

The knowledge of grammar falls off as it ascends the school, but in all other respects a very creditable degree of efficiency 

characterises the children’s attainments.  The writing and needlework are particularly good.   

 

Infant School - The excellence of the order and the thorough and complete way in which the children do their work are 

deserving of the highest praise and the new schoolhouse greatly assists the success of the department.   

 

Great praise is due to Miss Read for the admirable way in which she has accomplished the uphill task of raising the school from 

a state of inefficiency to its present condition.  In this she has been well seconded by her assistant teacher, Miss Binks.  To her 

long list of successes, Miss Ranger has added one more. 

Western Gazette November 24 1882 

 

1884 Children’s Flower Service 

On Sunday afternoon, a very interesting service was held in the Parish Church in this place.  The children were formed into 

procession at the school-room, each carrying a bunch of flowers and thence marched (followed by the choir), singing the hymn 

“Brightly Gleams our Banner,” into the church.   

 

After the children’s Litany and prayers, the hymn “There’s a Friend for Little Children” was sung, during which the flowers were 

presented to the Rector, the Rev L K Hilton, and the Rev C Sherrard of Salisbury.  Then followed a very suitable address by the 

Rev C Sherrard, after which a collection was made by two little boys in aid of the Children’s Hospital.   

 

The procession was then re-formed and marched back in the same order to the school-room, singing the hymn “We Love the 

House of God.”  The flowers were sent the next day to St Thomas’s Hospital. 

Western Gazette June 27 1884 

 

H M Inspector has reported as follows:   

Mixed School – The school is under very good control and has been taught with considerable success.  Except that there is some 

weakness in their arithmetic, the children have passed very creditably in their elementary work.  They have also shown 

intelligence in their repetition, though they are somewhat backward in their grammar.  The clearness of their enunciation is a 

noticeable feature in their school songs. 

 

Infants’ School – This department continues remarkably for the thoroughness and excellence of the teaching and discipline.  

Not only did the infants acquit themselves remarkably well in their elementary work, but the elder children – who were 

examined in the first standard work – also passed almost without a fault in their reading, writing, spelling and arithmetic, 

besides showing intelligent knowledge of their poetry, and very creditable acquaintance with the elements of geography as 

preparatory to the work of the second standard in this subject.  The singing also was good and they were judiciously supplied 

with varied occupation.   

 

The Inspector wrote as follows on Miss Read’s certificate:  The children are in very good order and have been well taught.  It 

will be seen from the above that a good year’s work has been done, for which Miss Read and Miss Ranger deserve great credit. 

Western Gazette 14 November 1884 

 

1891 Hindon Petty Sessions 

Frederick Hull, of Semley, for not sending his child regularly to school, was fined 2s 6d and 2s costs. 

Western Gazette November 27 1891 

 

1895 The boys of the Semley School presented Miss Read, the mistress, on her birthday, with a hand-bag and a photograph frame.  

The infants also presented Miss Ranger with a toilet set.    

Western Gazette January 04 1895 



The Children Entertain 

An entertainment was given at the National Schools by children attending those schools on Friday evening to a large and 

appreciative audience.  The entertainment consisted of drills, exercises, marches, songs and plays, the whole of which were 

well executed.  The programme concluded with a dance entitled “The Shepherdess’ Dance,” and a verse of the National 

Anthem.  The Rev L K Hilton and Miss Read each contributed a song.   

 

In the interval between the first and second parts, the Rector referred to the great interest manifested by the mistresses, the 

Misses Read and Ranger, in the children, whether in their studies or play, and as a proof of the efficiency of the schools, said 

they had been exempt from examination this year, which was the highest honour any school could gain from the Education 

Department.   

 

Miss Read played the accompaniment with the exception of her own song, the accompaniment of which was played by Miss F 

Baker of Senior’s Farm.  Hearty cheers having been given for the Rev Hilton, the Misses Read and Ranger, and the children, a 

very gratifying entertainment was brought to a close. 

Western Gazette December 13 1895 

 

1896 At the suggestion of Mr Benett-Stanford, an examination of the children took place at the close of last year.  The papers were 

submitted to Mr Benett-Stanford, who attended at the school on Monday and generously gave upwards of £10 to be 

distributed in prizes to the children who had gained the greatest number of marks.  

 

First, second and third prizes were given in geography, arithmetic and dictation, and first and second prizes in reading and 

writing. 

Western Gazette February 14 1896 

 

1897 In celebration of the Diamond Jubilee, Mr and Mrs Kirby of the Station Hotel gave the school children a treat on Friday at the 

Larmer Tree, whither they were conveyed in wagons and brakes.  After games and music, in which Miss Smith and Masters 

Ford took part, an excellent tea was provided.  The party was accompanied by the Rector, Miss Ranger and Miss Read. 

Western Gazette August 13 1897 

 

1916 A very successful entertainment was given by the school children on February 18
th

 when the school room was full to 

overflowing and many had to be turned away.  The programme consisted of songs, recitations, drills and the operetta “Bo-

peep.”  Each item was well received and encores were kindly responded to.  At the close, the Rector, Rev R M Rees, proposed a 

vote of thanks to the Head mistresses (Miss Read and Miss Green) and their assistants (Mrs Guy and Miss Parsons), also the 

children, for having provided such a very pleasant evening. 

 

As the entertainment was such a great success, it was proposed that the programme might be repeated and this was done on 

Monday 21
st
 February when the room was again well filled.   

 

The Rector again thanked the promoters of the concerts and spoke of the patience and skill that was required to bring the 

children to such perfection.  He also thanked, on behalf of Miss Read and Miss Green, those who had helped in various ways 

and mentioned the names of Mr and Mrs Maidment (who had kindly lent the piano), Mr and Mrs Creed, Mr and Miss Doggrell, 

Mr P Burrow and Mr Coward.  The National Anthem brought a very successful and pleasant evening to a close.   

 

The splendid sum of £15 11s 2d was realised as a result of the two evenings and after deducting a small amount for cleaning of 

the room and light refreshment for the children, this was divided between the Malta Base Hospital and the Red Cross Hospital 

Tisbury.  A cheque for £7 10s was sent to Lady Octavia Shaw-Stewart for the former and an equal sum to Mrs W R Shaw-

Stewart (Commandant) for the latter. 

Western Gazette Friday 03 March 1916 

 

1932 A party of Semley school children, numbering 52, visited Tidworth for the rehearsal of the Tattoo on Tuesday.  They were 

accompanied by the Head Teacher (Miss Symonds), Mrs Gay, Miss Doggrell, Mr and Mrs W A Sully, Mrs Harding and Miss N 

Burden.   

 

The total expenses, £5 2s 7½d were defrayed by the proceeds of a dance held on Whit Monday and donations were kindly 

subscribed by many Semley residents, together with 15s 7½d from School Sports Fund.  It was a splendid educational holiday 

and was heartily enjoyed.  Mr and Mrs Blackburn kindly lent a van for conveying some of the children.   

 

The whole of the afternoon’s performance seemed like a history picture book suddenly brought to life and the exquisite 

rending of Sibelius’ “Finlandia” by the massed bands was a masterpiece of perfection to all music lovers.  

Western Gazette July 29 1932 

 

Religious Examination 

The following children attending Semley School passed in the recent written examination in religious knowledge held by the 

Salisbury Diocesan Council of Education: Cyril Coward, Margaret Knight, Linda Few, Geoffrey Penny, Arthur Everest, Frank Doel, 

Donald Busby, Eileen Waterer, Stella Frampton, Gordon Busby and John Snook.   

 

The following children are to be congratulated, although they were a few marks below the pass standard required: Elsie 

Gaylard, Harry Croker, Charles Burton and Joan Cole.  Mrs Wightwick and Mr Ellis kindly acted as supervisors of the 

examination which was held from July 5
th

 to July 8
th

.                                      

Western Gazette September 16 1932 

 



1933 In the annual schools’ examination, the children who passed were John Snook, Joan Cole, Gordon Busby, Raymond Langford, 

Cynthia Adlam and Andrew Busby.  The following children passed with a lower percentage of marks and are also allowed to 

enter for the final scholarship examination at Tisbury C.E. School on April 12
th

: Alex Few, Charles Burton and Edith Everest.  In 

addition Christine Hull, William Carter, Gertrude Cook and Cicely Hayward passed in England and Jack Judd passed in 

arithmetic. 

Western Gazette Friday 24 March 1933 

  

Choral and Folk Festivals 

The Semley School competitors spent two very enjoyable days last week at the Devizes Choral and Folk Dancing Festivals.  A 

certificate for singing (81% marks) and two certificates for folk dancing (Silver Star 78% marks and Blue Star 73% marks) were 

gained.  On the return journey on Saturday, Muriel Pitman presented Miss Doggrell, the instructress in folk dancing, with a 

bouquet of flowers.   

 

Many thanks are due to all who have helped to make the visits to Devizes possible for the school children.  Mr Pike of 

Whitebridge Farm kindly sent a gallon of milk and it was also possible out of funds collected to supply the children with cups of 

tea and lunch biscuits.  As a result of the folk dance rehearsal held in the Men’s Institute, a collection of 7s 1½d was made.  The 

balance of funds after all expenses are paid will be devoted to prizes for school sports day. 

Western Gazette Friday 19 May 1933 

 

Tisbury Petty Sessions - End of Term Dispute.   

John Busby, Kirton Farm, Semley, was summoned for failing to send a boy to school on October 18
th

.  Mr T W Wright, the 

attendance officer, said the defendant had told him he had determined that the boy should not go to school till the end of 

term.   

 

Defendant said his son was 14 on October 3
rd

, and he paid a visit to Trowbridge in September with a view to getting the boy 

excused from attendance after the holidays.  They would not agree to this.  He told them the boy was weeding the school 

grounds and running errands and that he could do these things at home.  They would not excuse the attendance.  Witness 

withdrew the boy in consequence of something that happened at the school and the boy was now attending a private school at 

Donhead.  Mr Wright said it was not a satisfactory school for a child of 14.  Defendant was fined 5s and made an order that the 

boy should be sent to an efficient school till the end of the term.  

Western Gazette Friday 17 November 1933 

 

1934 Diptheria Outbreak 

Owing to a diphtheria outbreak in the parish on Friday, the school could not be used for the Women’s Institute whist drive in 

the evening. 

Western Gazette Friday 21 December 1934 

 

1935 Folk Dancing Success 

On Saturday seventeen competitors from Semley church school visited Devizes for the Annual Folk Dancing competition.  In 

Class 21, the seniors gained the shield with 50 marks (gold star) and the juniors gained second place with 81 marks in Class 33b 

(gold star).  The seniors also gained 70 marks (blue star) in Class 32c.  The children were accompanied by the head teacher Miss 

E L Symonds, Mrs Guy and a few parents, who very kindly assisted Miss Doggrell (dancing instructress) in the supervision of the 

children.  Grateful thanks are due to all those who helped to make the visit to Devizes possible.  The children looked very dainty 

in their green and white attire, and Miss Doggrell is to be congratulated on her successful training of the children. 

Western Gazette 29 March 1935 

 

Exam Successes 

The following children have passed the Secondary Schools examinations:  Jean Viney, Joan Hunt, Eva Hayward and Joyce Burton 

and have gained places at the Girls’ High School Shaftesbury.  Kenneth Wright has also gained a place at the Boys’ Grammar 

School Shaftesbury and Keith Cullingford at Gillingham Grammar School. 

Western Gazette Friday 26 July 1935 

 

Parent’s Day was held at the School on Thursday from 1.30pm to 2.45pm and a very enjoyable time was spent.  The Rev D 

Fitzmaurice (Rector) was present.  A fine exhibition of work, including Christmas cards, calendars, needlework and that of other 

school activities was shown.   

 

After the exhibition, the infants (under the supervision of Mrs Guy) gave a display of games and acted a fairy play “Snow White 

and Rose Red” which was loudly applauded.  This was followed by two songs, Shepherds’ Dance and Comin’ thro’ the Rye, 

rendered with taste by the seniors.   

 

The dancing teams (under the supervision of Miss Doggrell, their instructor) danced Sweet Kate, Christ Church Bells, Maid in 

the Moon and Nancy’s Fancy in a very pleasing manner.  Miss Symonds (Head Teacher) was at the piano.   The head teacher 

thanked the parents and friends who were present, also the staff, who worked hard to make the afternoon such a success. 

Western Gazette Friday 20 December 1935 

 

1936 The children of East Knoyle, Sedgehill and Semley were entertained to tea at Clouds House by the East Knoyle, Sedgehill and 

Semley branch of the British Legion on Wednesday week.  Arrangements had been made for transport for the Sedgehill and 

Semley children.  Tea was served to about 170 children.  An entertainment followed in which the feature was a Punch and Judy 

show and ventriloquism.  Each child was presented with a cracker and an orange by “Santa Claus”.   

 



Credit was due to Mr S Sansom (secretary of the British Legion) and the Committee who assisted him in making the 

arrangements.  A subscription from the Blackmore Vale Motor Cycle Club and the kindness of Captain G R C Wyndham in 

lending Clouds House, contributed to the success of the event.  

Western Gazette January 10 1936 

 

1938 Scholarship Success 

From the recent examinations for scholarships, two girls passed and gained places at other schools, Betty Parham to the High 

School at Shaftesbury and Ethel Minny to the South Wilts Secondary School at Salisbury. 

Western Gazette 16 September 1938 

 

1939 Semley school boys recently played a football match with Tisbury boys and won 3 – 0.  The return game took place on Saturday 

in a field kindly lent by Mr Bartlett.  Tisbury boys this time ran out winners by 5 – 4.  The Semley boys looked well in their black 

and amber shorts and vests which had been provided from part of the proceeds of the recent whist drive and dance. 

Western Gazette 24 March 1939 

  

Outing to Weymouth 

The school children of Semley and Sedgehill attending Semley School had an outing to Weymouth on Saturday.  Accompanied 

by their teachers and the children’s mothers, and several friends, they left Semley soon after 8am making a stop at Blandford 

and also on the return journey.  Various places of interest were visited and some had sea trips.  All had an enjoyable day, 

reaching Semley again soon after 9.30pm.  The outing was arranged by the teachers through the efforts of a jumble sale and a 

social and dance. 

Western Gazette Friday 07 July 1939 

 

Examination Successes 

Three children from Semley school have passed examinations and gained places at secondary schools – Mollie Brown and 

Gordon Cullingford for Gillingham Grammar School and John Dunford for Shaftesbury. 

Western Gazette 28 July 1939 

 

1940 Children’s War Work 

In order to do their share in the national war effort and to increase national savings in this district, the children of Semley 

school recently distributed letters to each of the 160 houses in Semley and Sedgehill, asking the occupants to join the savings 

movement.  As a result of this the membership has increased from 51 to 182.  Every weekend the children call at the members’ 

houses and bring subscriptions ranging from 1d to 5s to school on Monday morning.   

 

Thus, since June 3
rd

, the following weekly sums have been collected:  £1 8s 9d, £3 4s 1d, £5 11s 2d, £5 3s 8d, £5 17s 10d, £5 19s 

8d and £4 17s 8d making a total of £32 2s 10d.  In addition to this work, over one ton of waste paper has been collected by the 

children.  This is housed in Mr E A Seamark’s garage pending its collection by the Donhead Boy Scouts. 

Western Gazette 19 July 1940 

 

1942 School Competition 

A competition has been held in the school recently for the cleanest in every way.  In the higher classes the prizes were awarded 

to Kathleen Shrimpton, Nanette Pyart and Brian Targett; lower classes to Tony Barnes, Elian Hayward, Brenda Head; and in the 

younger classes to Jean Shrimpton, John Jones, Joyce Coward, Sylvia Battershall, Terrence Chapman and David Williams.  The 

prizes were given away by Nurse Birdsall. 

Western Gazette 14 August 1942 

 

1944 Rose Hip Collection 

During the past season, the Semley school children collected approximately 90 lbs of rose hips.  Rex Hunt collected the largest 

number.  These were despatched to the senior school at Shaftesbury. 

 

A jumble sale was held in the school on Saturday for school funds.  Almost every child in the school contributed to the sale, 

which made it most successful, £10 2s being raised.  The helpers were Mr and Mrs Bartlett, Miss Doggrell, Mrs Nind, Mrs 

Cullingford, Mrs Ricketts, Miss K Jay and Mrs Pitman.  Thanks are due to all parents and friends who, by their gifts and 

attendance, made the sale such a success. 

Western Gazette 24 November 1944 

 

1946 May Revels 

A crowd assembled on the Common on Saturday for the May revels, organised by Mrs Bethune.  A procession was formed with 

the school children, who marched to church for a service and to sing the May carol.  They carried posies of wild flowers tied to 

long sticks.  On returning, the May Queen, Julia Dibben, was crowned by Biddy Cullingford.  The Girl Guides did a display of 

dancing on the Green. 

 

As the May revels were held the day after Empire Day, there were empire stalls; in charge – red stall, Mrs Knight; white stall, 

Mrs and Miss Bartlett and Miss Jay; blue stall, Mrs W G Pitman and Miss Haines; cakes, Mrs Broadway; produce, Mrs Gardiner 

and Mrs F Ricketts; lemonade and buns, Mrs C Ricketts and Mrs Penny; tombola, Misses Cutfields.  The helpers for the tea were 

Mrs G Tucker, Miss Burden, Mrs Wightwick, Mrs E Chapman and Miss E Toogood.  In the evening there were races for the 

children managed by the Rev M R Bethune, Mr Bartlett and Mr E T Seamark.  The proceeds were for the S.P.G. 

Western Gazette Friday 31 May 1946 

 

 

 



 

Christmas Entertainment 

The children attending Semley School entertained their parents and friends in the school on Thursday.  They performed several 

plays and sang songs and carols.  They had been trained by their teachers Mrs W G Pitman and Miss Pyart.  The children did 

their plays remarkably well.   

 

There was a Christmas tree, well laden with gifts and each child received one, handed to them by the Rector, Rev J Nind.  

Refreshments were handed round, managed by Misses A and K Jay, Miss Benett and Miss Burlington.  Nurse Birdsall proposed 

thanks to Mrs Pitman for training the children and for making possible such an enjoyable afternoon. 

Western Gazette Friday 27 December 1946 
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